Surviving The Storm

· Matthew 14: 22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. 24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. 27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, (Peter has a faith I can identify with) bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 

· The disciples of Christ find themselves in a place that most people can readily identify with.  They were in the middle of the sea, helpless in the middle of a violent storm.  Based on my recent descent into hell, otherwise known as my drive home from S. Dakota, I know how they felt.   Let me tell you how you know you are in a really bad storm of life.  Let me tell you how you can know when the storm is so bad you are going to need help from another source to get through it.   
· The Storm
· Circumstances are out of or nearly out of your control. (Cant control wind & waves.) When everything seems to be beyond your ability to influence.  

· The actions of other people.

· Global events. (Politics, economy)

· Catastrophic health problems that are not a result of lifestyle.

· Cultural trends. (Church of the fourth watch)

     While I cannot influence these things they can influence me.  I cannot

     control the wind, but the wind can drive my ship onto the shoals.  These

     are storms that I need divine help with if I am to get through them 

· Your resources and solutions are inadequate.  (The boat I am in is not going to get me to where I need to go)

· The financial storm is bigger than my bank accounts and income. 

· The spiritual storm is bigger than my experience and faith.

· The relation ship storm is bigger than my people skills & patience.

· The crisis of my faith is consuming my peace.

· Every direction you look appears to be equally bad.  There do not seem to be any right decisions or directions.  Every choice seems to be simply choosing the lesser of several bad options.

· When you no longer see solutions just the storm.  “There has no trouble come to us but such as is common to man, God will not try you above that which you are able, but will with every trial make a way of escape so that you are able to bear it.”  There is a solution, a way of escape, but sometimes the storm is so violent you cannot see it.  At that moment you need help from another source to survive that storm. 
You need to know when you are in a storm beyond your control so that you will know when to call upon the Lord, abandon your pride, and cast yourself on the wisdom and mercy of Almighty God.  You have to know when to turn it over to the higher power.  Jesus told His disciples that they were some devils that would only be cast out by prayer and fasting.  There are some fights you are not going to win with out some divine resources.  There are some struggles you will not triumph in until you connect with a power greater than yourself.  There are some storms you will not survive until you get God involved in the mix.  

You also need to know how you arrived in the middle of your storm.  And this requires some real honesty.  There are two ways you wind up in a storm.

1. The disciples were obeying Christ, following His orders and landed in a storm. 

· Jonah was running from God, indulging his self-will, and wound up in a vicious storm.  
You can follow God, obey Him and wind up in a storm, or you can run from God, disobey Him and wind up in a storm.  But there is a huge difference in the two. 

If you arrived at the middle of the storm by following the instruction of God rest easy because He is on the way to rescue you.  The disciples look up from the middle of a storm they arrived at trying to do what Christ told them to do and here comes Jesus walking on the water.  If you arrived in your particular storm because you were trying to do the will of God, because you were trying to follow Him, you need to start looking around because I assure you your deliverer is on His way.  In Matthew 14 a crowd of people followed Jesus into the desert.  When they were in the middle of the desert they became hungry and the disciples wanted to send them away.  But Jesus said “No way!”  “They got here following me, I am going to take care of them.”

If you arrived in the middle of your storm by disobeying God then you need to start repenting.  If you marriage is falling apart because you violated the spirit of your union you need to repent.  If you are in a financial storm because you violated Biblical principles of wealth, greed, spending, and stewardship then you need to repent.  If you are in the middle of a storm because like Jonah you are running from God your escape from the storm is found in the grace of God and in your asking for that grace.   Some of you are all torked off at God because He is not in the middle of your storm and God is saying “Hey pal, I never told you to go out there, that was your deal.”  “Now you want me to rush in and look as though this whole mess was My doing.”  “Don’t think so.”  “You repent, you admit the mistake is all yours, and I will come in and clean up the mess.”
If your storm is something you need divine help with figure out how you got there.  Here is a little tip.  If you are in the middle of the storm take a good long look around.  If you don’t see deliverance headed to you walking across the waves then you probably have some repenting to do.
The Three “R’s”
Now you know how to identify a storm you need help with.  Now you know how you got there and what the implications are.  To make it through you need to know the three “R’s” of spiritual storm survival.  

Re-prioritize 

Matthew 14:28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.
Peter never asked for Jesus to make the wind stop blowing.
Peter never asked for Jesus to make the waves lay down.

Peter never asked for Jesus to make the rain cease.
Peter never asked for Jesus to save the boat.

Peter never asked for Jesus to get them to the shore as fast as possible.
Peter only had one thing on his little brain.  I got to get to Jesus as fast as possible.  If you are in a real soul-threatening storm a key to your survival is if you can make contact with Almighty God your number one priority.  Peter didn’t care about the boat, about the wind, the rain, he just wanted to get to where Jesus was.  That is when you start to miraculously walk on water, that is when you rise above your trouble.  When your only ambition is to touch Christ.   

Getting to Jesus has to be more important than seeing the storm abate.  Most of us would be satisfied if the wind would just stop, if the trouble would just go away.  But see God does not just want you to survive the storm, He wants your faith to triumph in it.  And the first step in that direction is when you would rather get to Jesus than you would see your trouble go away.  

Jacob knew it that night in the muddy riverbed of Jabbok where he wrestled with God.  On the other side of the river was a man waiting with vengeance in his heart.  But Jacob never asked for God to solve that problem, he just laid hold and said I will not turn loose until you bless me.  I may die at the hands on Esau tomorrow but I right now the only thing that matters is touching God.  

That is the priority that will cause you to triumph above the storm.  I find it interesting that the other disciples (the ones that never walked on water) showed more fear at the appearance of Christ than they did of the storm. The reason some of you are not getting divine deliverance from your storm is you are more afraid of God actually getting in your business than you are of the storm you are in.  You better re-prioritize.  Touching Jesus is all that matters now.  

Recognize 

Matthew 14:25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.
(Mrs. Beach / Fairmeade)

If you are going to survive the storm you better learn to recognize God when He arrives.  

Mark 6 tells this same story but it includes one little detail.

Mark 6:48 And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them.

The only thing that kept Him from passing them by is Peter recognized Him.    Your deliverance is found only in God showing up in your life, you better recognize Him when He gets there.

What saved a thief on a cross was recognizing God in a bloody body.
What saved a blind man was recognizing divinity in a dusty rabbi.

What saved 5 times wed adulteress was recognizing eternal life in the story of a well. 

What saved a hemorrhaging woman was recognizing the power in reaching for Him as opposed to just incidental contact. (Made touching Him a priority / Wonder what would happen if this was our purpose)

What saved me was recognizing that what I was feeling was more than emotion, more than tradition, this was the living God.
You better recognize.   God moves among us.  God is so close to you.  

Acts 17:26 God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; 

You were put where you are at this time so that you would seek the Lord, so that you would feel after Him.  You were placed in this storm (God hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation) so that you would seek after Him, recognize Him.  

Realize
Matthew 14:28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.
If you are going to survive this storm you better realize the worth of a Word from God.  Peter never thought for a moment that he could walk on water.  He never believed he could skip across the waves.  But He knew the power of the Word of God.  

The Word of God created everything that is.
The only thing Jesus added to every desperate situation where He worked miracles was His words that He said.  

Hebrews 1:3 says that not only did God create all things with His Word, but He sustains all things by His Word of power.
Three words calmed the storm of Mark 4:39.  “Peace, be still.”
In Genesis 3 it took Satan 46 words to deceive Eve and bring sin, suffering, & death into the world.  In the NT it took Jesus just three words to conquer sin & death and bring life, hope, & peace to the world. “It is finished.”
Do you realize how bad you need a fresh Word from God in your life?  Do you realize the worth of a word from God.   If I hear from Him I can walk on water.  If I hear from Him I can overcome anything.  

The best way to hear from Him is to make getting to Him your number one priority, and learning to recognize His presence.  Only then will you get a fresh word from God.  

