The Works Of The Father

I Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
This scripture is obviously speaking of Christ. I want you to pay particular attention to the statement that God was manifest in the flesh.

II Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Again, from the New Living Translation: 


II Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has made us understand that this light is the brightness of the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

God was manifest in the flesh, in Jesus Christ.  He was more than the visible image of the invisible God.  He was the entirety of God manifest in the flesh.

Collosians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came unto them saying; “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. (There is no other power sharing going on with two other parts of a triune being – all power is given to Christ, He is not co-equal)
Collosians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

Make no mistake about it; everything about God was manifest in Jesus Christ.  The full revelation of God is not found in some esoteric text, or in a search of world religions, or in the wisdom of the ancients. The full revelation of God is not to be divined by dabbling in a cornucopia of new age ideologies. God will not be found by an endless internal quest into your psyche.  You will not find God by becoming one with nature through some pantheistic practice.  The full revelation of God is found in Jesus Christ.  If you want to know God, know Jesus. 

This is why we pray in the name of Jesus (I Corinthians 1:12)
This is why we baptize in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38 / 8:16 / 19:5)

This is why we preach in the name of Jesus (Acts 9:27 / 9:29)
We cast out devils in the name of Jesus (Acts 16:18)

We pray healing in the name of Jesus (Acts 3:6)
The invocation of the name of Jesus is not a meaningless, ritualistic formula.  It is calling upon the Creator of all things; it is invoking the power of the one, true, supreme, and living God. 

The Works Of Christ
The Jews really struggled with Christ because of this very thing.  Their anger at Him was because they did not believe He was the Messiah, therefore He could not be God. 

John 10:22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: 30 I and my father are one.
They could not get it.  So Jesus offers them proof that He is indeed God manifest in flesh. 

John 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

He was telling them that even though John had turned the countryside upside down preaching about the Christ, Jesus had a witness or proof greater than the revival of John the Baptist.  He said my greater proof is the work that I do.  The things Christ did were the greatest evidence He had that He was indeed God manifest in flesh. 

John 10:24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou makeus to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me

Jesus was telling them that although they no longer believed John and they did not believe Him just look at what the works that He did and take them as proof. 

John 10:30 I and my Father are one. 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 

Their reply in a nutshell was that they were not stoning Him for what He had done, but rather for what He had said.  They were trying to grasp the supernatural through natural reasoning. 

Jesus countered by saying, before you reject me for what I have said, take a good look at what I have done.  This next passage is the key to everything I want to say to you in this sermon.  Because Jesus lays down challenge that resonates to this very place, this very hour.

John 10:37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.

Not just good works, but He said the things He would do would be the works of God. If they were not something more than just good works no one was under any obligation to believe Him.  

I tell you what I love about my God.  You do not have to follow Him in hopes that He can do what He said.  He will flat out tell you that if He cannot deliver you are under no obligation to believe a word He says.  He is supremely confident that whatever needs doing to persuade you He can do it. 

The Works Of The Father
So Christ has a powerful earthly ministry that has a host of mind shattering miracles in it.  But these miracles are not just a show of power, not just proof that He is something more than Rabbi or teacher.  Time and again He does the supernatural and He is not just showing off, there is definite purpose behind every miracle. He is offering proof to all that will watch that He is indeed God manifest in flesh.  The miracles He performs are the works of God. Just as Christ was the visible image of the invisible God, the miracles of Christ were the visible manifestation of the works of God that had never been seen.

Genesis 1:2 God moved upon the face of the ocean (Never seen) / Matthew 14:25/26 Jesus comes walking on the waves.
Genesis 1:21/22 God spoke fish into a sea that was barren / Luke 5:4-6 Jesus orders the fishermen to cast their nets into a sea that had yielded nothing, and when they obeyed they pulled in such a cast that it almost swamped the boat.

In Exodus 16 God fed the people that had followed Moses into the desert by making food to appear. / In Matthew 14 there was a crowd of 5000 people that had followed Jesus into the desert, He fed them with 5 loaves of bread and two fish.
Speaking of those fish and loaves.  In Genesis 1:11/22 God commanded that the grains of the field and the creatures of the sea to be fruitful and multiply.  In Matthew 14 Jesus caused the fish and loaves to be multiplied. 

In Exodus 31:18 God gave wrote His law on stone with His own finger. / In John 8:6 Jesus wrote the law of grace upon the ground with His fingertip.
In Genesis 2:7 God created man out of the dust of the ground. / In John 9:6 Christ spits into the dust, rubs the clay into the sockets of a blind man causing Him to see.

In Deuteronomy 33:26, Psalm 68:26 & 33, and Isaiah 19:1 we learn that God rides upon the heavens and moves through the clouds at will.  / Acts 1:9 records the ascension of Christ into Heaven.
These are more than demonstrations of power.  These are the manifest acts of God.  Things people had heard of but never seen.  Jesus said the works that I do are the works of my Father, and they bear witness of me, they are my proof.  More than anything that is ever said Christ was and is willing to prove Himself by what He can do. 

This is why Christ heals.
This is why Christ delivers.

This is why Christ provides.
This is why Christ reorders natural events to provide supernatural answers.

He is willing to prove He is God not just by what is said, but by what He can do.  

The Greatest Proof
Let me refer you back to John 5:36 where Jesus said He had a witness, or proof greater than John the Baptist.  John had preached very effectively that Christ was coming.  Then John had declared Jesus to be the “lamb that taketh away the sins of the world”.  But Jesus was telling us in John 5:36 that He understands sometimes it is easy to not believe the preacher.  Sometimes it is easy to take the preachers words as so much verbiage.  Sometimes it is hard to swallow what another fallible human being is telling you.  So Jesus offers us something better than the words of a preacher. 

John 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

Jesus will make you an astounding offer.  If you cant quite bring your self to believe what the preacher is saying just let Jesus go to work on you, in you, and for you.  You may never come to believe in Christ fully by listening to preaching but if you ever let Christ go to work you will have a proof that surpasses any sermon.  There is no way I can ever persuade you as fully as one touch of His divine presence.  We need more Jesus less preaching.  Don’t get me wrong, I love to preach. It has its place. But at some point you need to let God go to work on you.  After that the Holy Ghost has come upon you there will be a persuasion of faith that cannot be shaken.  If I can persuade you with rhetoric, others can persuade you differently with rhetoric.  Let Him work on you and if He does not deliver then don’t believe on Him.  

The greatest creative work of God was His first.  It served as the well spring for all others.  It had to be the first, for it was the source.  In Genesis 1:3 God said; “Let there be light”.  Jesus will do the works of His Father. 

II Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

God spoke light into the darkness, and Christ will complete the work the Father by speaking light into your heart.  The work was not completed when the glory of God flooded the universe; it is not complete until it shines in your heart, in the face of Jesus Christ.  

II Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of the darkness, I Peter 2:9 hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Just as God spoke light into a dark universe Jesus speaks light into dark hearts.  

If He cannot do the work don’t believe Him.  Those are the very words of Christ.  I do not shrink to use them now.  Let Christ go to work.  Let Him shine the light of love into your heart.  If He cannot do the works of the Father in you then you don’t have to believe on Him.

If He cannot create beauty and harmony out of chaos…

If He cannot bring peace to explosive violence…
If He cannot bring order to catastrophic conditions…

If He cannot make fruitful what was barren…

If He cannot speak light of hope into the darkness of despair…

If He cannot bring the light of liberty into the darkness of bondage…

If He cannot breathe life into what you think is hopelessly dead…

Then don’t believe Him. But first…..give Him the chance. 

