The Attitude Of Absolute Certainty

Out text is from one of the oldest books in the Bible.  The wealthiest, most prosperous man of the East had become the unwitting player in a contest between God and Satan.  A series of tragic incidents demolished His life. In a matter of moments he lost all that he had, and his children all perished.  One servant after another brought the horrible news.  
Job 1:20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

The Bible is many things, among them it is the stories of great men and women.   It is the story of what men and women with the help of God are capable of when facing overwhelming odds.  It is the story of the vast potential of humanity when it is yielded to God.  The Bible gives you just a glimpse of this in Hebrews 11.

Hebrews 11: 33 By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. 35 Women received their loved ones back again from death.But others trusted God and were tortured, preferring to die rather than turn from God and be free. They placed their hope in the resurrection to a better life. 36 Some were mocked, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were chained in dungeons. 37 Some died by stoning, and some were sawed in half; others were killed with the sword. Some went about in skins of sheep and goats, hungry and oppressed and mistreated. 38 They were too good for this world. (NLT)

Their stories are profiles in courage, endurance, strength, and integrity.  They were not super-human.  They had failings and were enormously flawed.  Among the heroes of faith listed in Hebrews 11 you will find:

A con man
A drunkard

More than one liar
A failed father who showed favoritism and whose sons hated each other.

A murderer
A prostitute

A coward
More than one adulterer

People who simply made horrible choices in life
These were not perfect people, yet they all gained Gods’ approval through their faith.   But I submit to you that faith that earns Gods’ approval is not a faith that is simply spoken in a religious setting, it is a faith that is lived out in profound ways. 

The Bible, among other things is the story of human heroes.  And in studying the lives of a few of these heroes I have seen a certain something that I want to share with you.  It is not really a personality trait, because they all were different.  It had to with a belief they had.    They defined faith by settling what they believed about God and not allowing any adverse circumstances of life to change that.  They decided what their attitude toward God was going to be and then did not allow anything to shake that.   The did not define God by what was happening around them or to them.  
Job lost everything.  As the dust of battle was still settling, without the bodies of his children having time to stiffen he opened his mouth and what came out was what he said every day, BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD!  Nothing that happened changed what he thought or how he acted toward God.  This is the attitude of absolute certainty.  I will not define God by what is happening around me or to me.  God is absolute therefore I will not let what happens to me change I act toward Him. Let me give you a few more glimpses of this attitude of absolute certainty toward God. 

3 Hebrew Boys
Nebuchadnezzer built an enormous golden idol on the plains of Dura, near Babylon.  Every person in the kingdom, from the influential members of the kings’ court to the slaves was assembled on the plain.   They had very clear instructions, when you hear the sound of the kings’ orchestra begin to play fall on your face in worship unto the false god. If you don’t worship the false God there is a heated furnace waiting to consume you.  Among the masses on the plains of Dura were three Hebrew men, Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego.  The music played and masses of humanity collapsed before the image like so many dominoes.  

It is one thing to take a stand when nobody is paying attention.   It is one thing to “amen” morality when it is preached from a pulpit and everyone around you is in agreement.  It is one thing to live the precepts of your faith when they are never challenged.  It is quite another when all of the sudden you are singled out and highlighted because you choose to not do what everyone else is doing.  

As a wave of humanity fell to its’ collective face only these three remained conspicuously upright.  I wonder how many will still be around when the line of demarcation between Christians and followers of false gods really gets clearly defined?  It was only moments before they were drug before an enraged King.  He offered them a second chance.  Let me skip ahead and tell you that the king threw them into the fire, and God delivered them.  To me that is not the most powerful part of the story.   The most powerful part is their response to the kings’ offer of a second chance. 

Daniel 3:16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

This is the attitude I am talking about.  I don’t care if the whole nation bows I am not going to.  What is more even if God does not come to my rescue this thing will not change how I feel about Him.  

This is the attitude that better start getting in our heart and spirit.  It does not matter what happens to us, whether God comes through like we think He should.  We will not bow.

We will not give in to fear.
We will not acquiesce to bitterness.

We will not bow to the mass opinion of the nation.  

We will not bow no matter what it cost us.  

We will not give in to the ridicule that is heaped on our faith and beliefs.
The three Hebrews lived out the attitude of absolute certainty by not allowing popular opinion or threats of personal injury define how they would act.  They acted in light of what they knew about their God. It is not about just not bowing, it is about not letting whatever happens change how you feel about God. 

David 

David sinned grievously when he committed adultery with Bathsheba.  He compounded the first sin by arranging the murder of her husband.  God extracted a heavy price for his sin.  There was public exposure and humiliation.  On top of that God decreed that the first child born to this union would die.  David was possessor of this attitude of absolute certainty as regarding his God.  

II Samuel 12:15  And Nathan departed unto his house. And the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. 16  David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth. 17  And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat bread with them. 18  And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is dead? 19  But when David saw that his servants whispered, David perceived that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his servants, Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead.

20  Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped:

Unanswered prayer.  Divine punishment.  And the first place David heads to is the house of God to worship Him.   I am hearing an echo of Job sitting in the rubble of his life, I am seeing again the image of three Hebrews falling into a fire.  I will not allow what happens to me to define how I feel about him.

Unanswered prayer – still worshipping.
Dead child – still worshipping.

Humiliation – still worshipping.
Shame – still worshipping.

Disappointment – still worshipping.
Frustration – still worshipping.

Grief – still worshipping.
Basically you are seeing a person who has decided what they believe about God and what happens to them will not change that, what everyone else does will not change that, the vagaries of life will not color or jaundice their view of God.  Learn this, nothing that happens to you changes one thing about God.  He is what He was before your trial.  Do not define Him by what you have gone through.  

Time would fail me to illustrate this to you from every perspective of scripture.  

You see this attitude in Paul & Silas sitting with bloodied backs in a jail cell singing high praises unto God.
You hear it when Elisha says, “Fear not they that be with us are more than be against us.

You see it in Daniel, knowing he would lose his life, throwing open the window and praying loudly to the God of heaven.
You see it in Peter, without a trace of rancor asking to be crucified upside down as one last act of worship unto God.  

You hear it Jesus’ voice as he whispers from the cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do. 

This attitude that there is nothing that can happen to me that will ever change how I feel about God, nothing will silence my worship of Him.  

Do you know how bad that frosts the devil?   After he takes his very worst shot and you get back up and start worshipping?  Never doubt for a moment that this is what it is all about.   Satan wants to do the same thing to you and I that he tried with Job.  He wants to use circumstances to change how we view God.  

Satan told God, the only reason Job honors you is because your hand of blessing is on him, but I bet I can change his perspective of you.  I bet he defines God by what happens to him.  Let enough bad stuff happen and he will turn a jaundiced eye to heaven and see God entirely differently.   The devil had no idea what kind of attitude was in the heart of Job.

Absolute Attitude Comes From Absolute Knowledge
I am not talking about whistling in the dark.  I am not talking about ignorant arrogance in the face of trouble.   I am talking about an attitude that arises out of an absolute knowledge of your God.  I am talking about the same sustaining force that the heroes of Hebrews 11 had, unshakable faith in God.

People that run at the first sign of trouble.
People that get bitter over unanswered prayer.

People that walk away from God because they get disappointed with Him.
People that toss it in the first time God ceases to be a celestial ATM.

People that do not worship because times are tough.
These are people that really don’t know their God.  When did God change?

Where does this attitude of absolute certainty come from?

Daniel 11:32 The people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

I am challenging you to live your Christian life with a little attitude.  I don’t care what happens to me, I have decided how I feel about God, how I am going to worship Him, and nothing is going to change that. 

The goal of Satan is to introduce enough pain in your life to get you to change how you perceive and define God in your life.   Remember Job?  Where all this started?

Faith is the answer to that challenge. 

Job 1:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.
Satan said…let me touch him…and I can change how He perceives you.  
