The Way Maker

Isaiah 42:16 And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. 
Isaiah is not talking about the physically blind.  He is not referring to people that do not have the ability to physically perceive light, shape and color.  He is talking about people that are afflicted by a blindness of the soul, or the spirit, or the future.  He is talking about people that are groping for answers and solutions to dilemmas they cannot really clearly define.  He is talking about people that cannot see their way clear of the mess they are in. He is talking about people that cannot perceive the escape from their situation.  He is talking about people that cannot see what is the next step they are supposed to take.  One commentator said that blind here could be translated: perplexed, confused, or uncertain.  Any blind people in the house? 

Now, God is making some promises to these kinds of people.  These blind people.  Some of the promises really wonderful, others that have an intent that is not quite so clear. 

Darkness light, crooked things straight, not forsaken…

If a person is struggling to see, these are awesome promises.  These are the answers to prayers I have prayed when I could not see a way out of a jam.  “If you could shed some light on the dark confusion, if you could cut through the gloom around me, If you could give me enough light to see what the next step should be.  And since I can’t see and am groping my way through these days if you could somehow take away all of the snaking twists and turns, if you could give me a clear straight path through all of the obstacles the fact that I cant see wouldn’t be nearly as bad.  It is one thing to not see clearly it is another to not see and negotiate a maze so if you could just make it a straight shot for me.  And don’t leave me, whatever you do, I am stumbling along here in the dark so please just don’t leave me. “  Those are some awesome promises to people feeling their way along a black night of the soul.  Somebody that cannot see an answer, cannot see a solution, cannot see their way clear needs to hear these promises from God.   He is going to give you light in your dark place, He is going to give you a straight path and a clear shot, He is not going to turn loose of your hand.  

But before you get to all of those great promises there is something else that God will do to you.  I have had to struggle to wrap my mind around why He is going to do this because it does not seem to be for my benefit. 

I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known
If I cannot see it would seem a bad idea to drag me onto an unfamiliar path.  If I cannot see the last thing I want is to be drug out of what I am familiar with, what I know well, and led into some place I have never been.   Because I am a father of a special needs child I know a few things about living with a handicap.  One thing we have learned is that when you are severely limited in some capacity routines and predictability are your best friends.  It is how you build a life when uncertainty and inability are your constant companions.  Yet God steps in and says “Ok, you cant see, I am going to tear you away from all you know, all you are comfortable with, all that makes sense to you.”   Part of your struggle right now in addition to your inability to see your way out, to foresee your next move is that you sense God taking you into strange unknown places.  The reasons He does this are my sermon for you.  God will take the blind in ways and paths they do not know and he has some specific reasons for doing so. 

I know it is scary for God to lead you down new paths.   It is scary for God to take us into unfamiliar places.  But before we get too bent out of shape and freaked out because we sense God taking us into some strange new place consider this.  We can’t see anyway.  I know it is unfamiliar but He promised to not forsake me.  I can’t see what the economy is going to do.  I can’t see what is going to happen next in the world.  If I have to choose between being in the dark by myself, even if it is a place I know, or walking a new path yet getting to hold His hand, lead on King Jesus.  I would rather walk a strange path holding His hand than sit in familiar darkness by myself.  Either way I can’t see.

They Way Out Is Not Where You Are
If you are groping about for answers, if you are trying desperately to find your way through some situation God will lead you down paths you do not know for one simple reason.

You are not going to find the way out where you are.  You can search for a lifetime but you are not going to break out they way you are headed right now.    God knows that all you will do is grope around in that place and you will not arrive where you need to go as long as you stay on that same path.  The definition of insanity is doing the same things over and over and expecting different results.  You will not get better, you will not get free, you will not grow, you will not change, the marriage will not get better, the finances will not improve, your mental/emotional state will not get better, your ministry will not go to the next level, your faith will remain stunted and stagnant as long as you are on the same old path you have always been on.  Even though you cannot see and it is frightening He needs to take you on a path you have never been on if He is going to get you where He wants you.  

Israel has to turn north if they are ever to reach the Promised Land. (Deuteronomy 2:3) 

Samson has to be willing to die or he will grind away forever in a Philistine jail.  RIFF (As long as you are content to live at the level you are at…) 

The four starving lepers of II Kings 7 understood that if they sat in that city gate long enough they would starve to death right there.  The only hope for life is somewhere other than where we are.
The hemorrhaging lady that grabbed His garment finally realized that everything she was trying was not working.  

God will lead you down a new path because you are not going to find the way out where you are.

Isaiah 43:18 Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.

Don’t get caught up on how things were, don’t get hung up in the past.  Get out of your comfort zone.  God is doing a new thing.  Are you going to ignore it?  If you follow Him down that new path…

As scary as it is:

Your prayer life is changing.

Your faith is transitioning. 

You are walking away from what you have known & are comfortable with.
You are stumbling through unrecognizable terrain. 

Your friends are not the same.  (You may leave some behind)
Your church is not the same.

If you will follow Him down that new path HE WILL MAKE A WAY FOR YOU!!!   You are not going to find a way out where you are.  You will not find a way to your destiny following the path your on.  But if you follow God HE will make a way!

The Place Of Total Dependence Is The Place Of Miracles
There is another reason God will lead the blind, perplexed, confused down strange paths they do not know.  You may not be able to see, but you have learned to grope around and get by where you are.  Therefore, even with your disability, even with your inability to see where you are going, to see your future, to see your way through your situation you are still a little independent.  You are not totally dependent on God.  But see, that is where He wants you.  Full and total dependence on Him.  So to get you there He will drag you out on a path you don’t know, where you have no choice but to cling to Him.  

In Matthew 14 the multitude followed Jesus into what the Bible calls a desert place.   There is no food, there is no water.  On a smaller scale it is what happened when God took Israel from Egypt into a wilderness desert.  God has a habit of leading people into a place where they cannot survive without Him.  As long as you can do for yourself God will let you.  The miraculous starts happening when you can no longer do anything for yourself.  The people are in a desert place and He takes five loaves and two fish and feeds five thousand people.  Israel staggers into a desolate wilderness where the only thing between them and starvation is God and bread falls from the heavens and water gushes from a rock.  

Here is the second reason God will lead you down strange paths where you have no choice but to depend on Him: The Place Of Total Dependence Is The Place Of Miracles
The giant doesn’t fall until all that stands before him is an unarmored boy with a slingshot. 

The water does not part until Israel cannot run anymore and cannot fight.

Samson did not win his biggest victory until He was blind and weak. 

The barrel of meal and the supply of oil did not start flowing for the widow until the last cake had been made.  

Jesus didn’t even show up until Lazarus was starting to stink because Jews believe the soul didn’t depart the corpse for four days.
The Place Of Total Dependence Is The Place Of Miracles

The Apostle Paul understood this perfectly…

II Corinthians 12:9 Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. RIFF 10  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

God Wants To Reveal Himself As The Way-Maker
The final reason God leads perplexed, confused, & uncertain people down strange new paths is because there is something about Himself He wishes to reveal, and you will never see it in the place you are.  The revelation that will take your faith to the next level, the revelation that will give you a faith in God that transcends the hell this life can throw at you is not where you are at, that revelation is at the end of an unknown path.  

This is the revelation about God that came to Israel when they had the Egyptian army on their back, mountains on each side, and an ocean in front of them and God rolled back the waters so they could pass over on dry ground.
This is the revelation that came to Peter when he went over the side of a boat in the middle of the sea trying to get to Jesus.  He got this revelation when he abandoned the familiar safety of a boat (he was a fisherman…this is home to him) and put himself in a place where either Jesus rescues him or he dies.  

This is the revelation Gideon got when he went to fight an army that could not be numbered with 300 men armed with flashlights and tea pitchers. Fight with weapons no one had ever used, knowing that if God didn’t come through no one was going home alive.
You can’t get this revelation living in Egypt, you don’t get it where you’re at.  You will have to walk a new, strange path to get this one.  You don’t get this revelation as long as you trust any resource but God.  You don’t get this one until you follow Him into a place where He either saves you or you die.  This is the revelation that is at the end of that strange path. 

God is the Way-Maker!

You will learn something about God at the end of that path.  It is not that He is going help you find a way.  There is no way to find, He is going to MAKE a way for you.   

Just as He created the stars out of nothing more than the vibration of His voice.
Just as He created life out of something as intangible as His breath.

Just as He gathered dust to make a body.
Just as used nothing more than syllables to frame the worlds.

Just as He made wine out of water.
Just as He made eyes out of mud.

Just as rained bread out of thin air
Just as he created a nation from the dried up loins of an old man and a decrepit woman. 

GOD WILL MAKE A WAY FOR YOU!
God has something to prove to you, and to do it He will lead you out of your comfort zone, He will lead you down a strange path to a place of total dependence, just to prove HE CAN MAKE A WAY WHERE THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ONE.  

The high priest look around…there is no way…just put your feet in the water…I can’t see a way out…there’s not one…but we are walking with the Way-Maker…

I Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
It’s not that he will help you find it…it is not there to find, He will MAKE IT!!!

Anybody ever found an escape route that you had missed before?
Find forgiveness that seemed to have been overlooked?

Found healing where before there was only death?
Found hope where there had previously only been despair?

Found money you didn’t know you had?
Found strength when you thought you would die?

Found deliverance where there had only been bondage? (Shook those old chains and instead of cutting your wrist again they fell off)
It is not that you missed it the first time, it wasn’t there. If there was a way to find you wouldn’t need Him.  Eventually you could get there on your own.  (disease RIFF) (THIS IS HOW COME YOU DON’T NEED TO KNOW WHAT GOD KNOWS)  

Isaiah 43:15  I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King. 16  Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; 17  Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. 18  Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19  Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.

(Luke 5) Let down your nets, into empty waters you have fished in all night without catching a thing, there is not a catch there…I am fixing to make one.  Come to this altar and let down your nets…
