The Transforming Touch

Luke 8:43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, 44  Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched. 45  And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 46  And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me. 47  And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was healed  immediately. 48  And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.

There is a term in sports, incidental contact.  Basically it means there was contact between two players but the player making contact did not intend for it to happen.   The defender did not intend to run into the receiver and cause him to miss the pass.  It was just incidental contact. It just happened.  In basketball it can mean the difference in a foul and a flagrant foul, did you bump that guy or did you mean to dislocate his shoulder?
One woman pushes her way through a crowd with the singular intent of grabbing the garment of Christ. You can almost hear her muttering to herself over and over as she pushes her way closer “I must touch Him, I must touch Him, I must touch Him”.

All around her thousands of people brush against Christ, they press to Him, & they rub against Him.  But there is no purpose in their pressing. It is all chance, incidental contact.  

There is a difference in intentional touch and incidental contact.
The only contact some people ever have with Christ is incidental contact.  They just happened to be in the same place He was and just happened to get a brush as He passed by.  They happened to be in a service where the Spirit moved.  They were part of the crowd and it is nothing more than incidental contact.  And because they had incidental contact they think they were really part of something but chances are they were not changed. 

There is a difference in intentional touch and incidental contact.

That is the most some people ever hope for.  They stumble into church and if they happen to brush against him great.  If not they satisfy themselves with the outside chance that they will get to see somebody touch him.  

We are living in a time of unprecedented spiritual interest.  People are being drawn to what God is doing in various places around the country.  Churches are seeing record numbers of visitors.  There is a huge spiritual interest right now.  But I fear that the too many people are having nothing more than incidental contact.  

Too much of what passes for church is us just brushing against the presence of God and watching as someone else breaks through into His presence.  What I long to see is a people not willing to have incidental contact, but rather pursuing the presence of God with hunger and passion. 

Incidental vs. Intentional
Thousands of people thronged and pressed the Christ but only one woman intentionally touched Him.  

Thousands saw the miracle one was healed and had her life restored.

Thousands walked away with a story one walked away with an experience.

Thousands were excited one was healed.
Thousands heard His wisdom one received something of His essence into her very being.
The only difference was incidental contact versus intentional touch.  Why are you here?  Did you walk in with the singular purpose that before you leave this place you will touch Christ?  I want to worship with my brothers & sisters but I am not satisfied with just being part of the crowd, I want to have a one on one experience with Christ.  I do not want to just be a witness of what God can do I want to experience His power for myself. 

I have preached hundreds if not thousands of services and the story repeats itself over and over again.  I see it every Sunday.  People will sit in the same service, sing the same songs, hear the same sermon.  For one person the biggest challenge will be to stay awake.   As soon as the service is done they are out the door. The only thing they take away is a conscience that is somewhat mollified by the fact that they actually attended Gods house.  While in the same service the transforming Gospel of Christ revolutionizes some other persons’ entire world as it is preached.  The only difference is that one person was satisfied with incidental contact while the other just had to touch Christ.  Is your contact with God incidental or intentional?  

MOSES

This whole concept plays out in a very interesting way in Exodus 33.

Exodus 33:7 And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that every one which sought the LORD went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the camp.  8 And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was gone into the tabernacle. 9 And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses.

· 10 And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door. 11  And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.

· Any one could go into the tent to seek after God. (Verse 7)
· Moses went after God - everyone else stood at their tent door. (verse 8)
· They watched while Moses reached.  They were satisfied to be spectators while Moses determined to be a seeker.
· The best the people could do was worship over what God was doing for Moses.  They got excited, they felt good about it, it was a supernatural experience.  But they were just on the fringe of it.  
· The people with incidental contact got to experience the fringe edge of the supernatural, the guy who intended to touch God walked away a friend with God.  
Will your touching God in this place be incidental or intentional?

Are all of your spiritual experiences vicarious?
When was the last time you knew that your display of spiritual hunger drew His manifest presence?

Have you ever been more than just part of the crowd around Him? *RIFF

Have you ever stretched your soul toward His awesome presence?

Don’t you ever get tired of standing in your tent door and being nothing more than an observer as someone else is transformed?
God fills all time and space.  According to scripture our corporate worship will cause Him to manifest in our midst.  We will all have contact with God before we leave this place.  On your part, will it be incidental or intentional?  

JOHN

Revelation 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the 

· Lord's day…

· He could have been laid up licking his 

· wounds…

· He could have been feeling sorry for 

· himself after being boiled in oil and 

· exiled to a rocky island…

· There was no one else around prod him

·  to pursue God…

· Being “in the Spirit” involves effort, prayer, worship, & determination.  It does not just happen.  You do not just stumble into it.  

· John didn’t say “Well, it is the Lords’ day, maybe I will brush Him maybe I wont.  It all depends on what kind of service we have, what the choir sings, how the preacher preaches, will someone else respond…”  
· At some point John made an effort to be in the Spirit.  Intentional touch, not incidental contact. 

UZZA

· Based on what God does for people that intentionally touch Him I know He likes it. 

· Healed the woman with the issue of blood.

· Befriended Moses.

· Went home with Zacheus.

· Healed Bartimeus.

· Gave the revelation of the world to John. 

I know He rewards the intentional touch, I also believe He is a little put off by incidental contact.  (Conference hand shake / Being brushed against in a crowd)  In 1st Chronicles 13 God killed a man named Uzza who casually stretched out a hand to steady a cart that was bearing the Ark that represented His presence.  I think the lack of hunger, the complacency, the lack of passion for His presence is beyond offensive to God.  I believe the intentional touch of a sincere seeker warms the heart of God, while the casual brush of incidental contact by people no longer in awe of His presence is tantamount to an insult to Him.  

Scripture assures us of the omnipresence of God.  In Him, the Bible says, we live, and move, and have our being.  You will touch God this evening.

Will your touching God in this place be incidental or intentional?

Incidental contact is borne out of an indifferent heart.
Intentional touch is borne of intense desire.

Incidental contact is the product of a casual approach to God.
Intentional touch is the product of desperation for God. 

Incidental contact happens when we are content to observe.
Intentional touch happens when we must experience.

Incidental contact produces a momentary emotional high.
Intentional touch produces a life change.

Will your touching God in this place be incidental or intentional?

Intentional Touch Brings…
I have told you what the intentional touch did for Moses, Bartimeus, John, the little lady of our text, and scores of others.  The Bible is so clear about the power of intentionally reaching out to God and how God feels about it. 

Luke 6:17  And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases; 18  And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed. 19  And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him, and healed them all. (I would love to have service where EVERYONE got touched…that’s called revival / The more people intentionally touching the greater the move of God) 20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. 21  Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh.

You saw it in our text, you see it here.  Intentional touch releases the power of God into your life.  

If you have a desperate need…
If you hunger and wish to be filled…

If you weep and wish to laugh…

If you are blind and wish to see…

If your energy, creativity, passion, and resources are being drained and you want it stopped…
If you need a friend like none other…

REACH OUT TO GOD.  PURPOSE IN THIS PLACE TO TOUCH HIM!

As you are reaching for God please bear in mind three facts that can be extrapolated from this text.

1. She was reaching for the hem of His garment, where the orthodox Jew wore a tasseled fringe.  The knots in the tassels directly correlate to the Hebrew alphabet, each series of knots representing a letter.  The entire series of knots deciphered YWH.  Yaweh.  The one true God.  She is  not reaching for a teacher, a religion, an experience. She is reaching for God.  Do not stop with anything less.  Reach for God, not a church, not a doctrine or ideology.  YOU NEED GOD.

2. There is no directive in all of scripture that tells a sick person to reach for the hem of the garment of a teacher.  She was simply doing all that she knew to do.  Since she didn’t know exactly what to do she did what she thought she ought to do.  It is possible you are in this place and have never touched God.  You may not know exactly how to pray.  Do what you think is right, we will help you.  You do what you can and God will honor that.  

James 4:8  Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9  Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

3. The final result should be more than healing, it should be wholeness. 

God does not want you to have healthy self-image and a lousy marriage.

God does not want you to have a great marriage and a job you hate.

God does not want you to have a great career and a life filled with anxiety.
God does not want you to have lots of money and be ruled by avarice.

God does not want you to have great physical health & emotional anguish.
God does not want you to have awesome kids & a secret shameful habit. 

Ephesians 3:19 (Paul prays that you would) know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

John 1: 15  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.

I John 1:4  And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 8  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

I Corinthians 4:8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings

Romans 15:13  Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 14  And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

John 16: 24  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

Phillipians 1: 9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.

Ephesians 5:18 Be filled with the Holy Ghost

II Peter 1:2  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

You will touch God in this place.  Will your contact be incidental or will your touch be intentional?  Will you be blessed or made whole?  Will you practice religion or reach for God?  Will your testimony be that you were in a service or in His very presence?  Will your contact be incidental or your touch intentional?

Riff





Did you get saved because all of your friends were?


Do you only really worship when everyone else is?


Is the level of your passion expressed toward God merely a reflection of what is happening around you?











