The Sure Thing

One of the interesting quirks of human nature is our unfailing tendency to return time and again to what we believe in most.  We will unerringly return to that which we believe will resolve our anxiety, give us peace, and even if it is only for a moment, bring resolution to our problems.  When the heat is on, pressure rises, and resolve weakens, we turn to what we have the most faith in. 

· David returns to Goliaths sword. (I Samuel 21:9) 

· Peter goes back to his nets after the death of Christ. 

This behavior is played out time and again in the lives of people.  We will return to what we believe will:

· Help us cope

· Help us survive

· Give us worth

· Whatever helps us get through.

· For some it is a bottle.

· For some it is a chemical substance.

· For some of us it is a career.  Rather than face fears, frustrations, and disappointments we immerse ourselves in our work. 

· For some people it is a pattern of behavior.   My son is even now establishing how he will react to every situation.  What works best to get what he wants.  Throughout his life he will return time and again to whatever behavior he decides gets him what he wants. 

So the key question for each of us here today is this; What is your bedrock?  What is the touchstone you return to?  What is the one sure thing you put your faith in?  

Everyone has established the one sure thing in their life, or they will establish it early in their adult life.  They key to the long term success of your life is whether or not you can really count on that one sure thing that you have chosen.  Bodies hurtled out of windows on a fateful day when the one sure thing stockbrokers put their faith in failed them.

Many things that most people put their faith in are at best unreliable, at worst destructive.  

Unsure Things
· The young man challenged me in a church parking lot.  With sweat on his face, chewing on a ragged bloody lip, he issued his challenge.  “Either God can help me or I am going to go find a fix.  I know it is destructive but at this moment it is the one sure thing that I know can ease my pain and give me peace.  I am willing to try something else, but I have already established my one sure thing, my touchstone.  It may destroy me, but it gives me relief.  Whatever else it does I have learned to find, if not a measure of joy there, at least a little less misery.”
· In Matthew 7 Jesus tells the story of two men.  One who built his house on sand, the other on rock.  A storm came and swept the house on the sand away, while the house on the stone stood.  This is not a story of houses, or of storms.  It is a story of foundations.  It is a parable of the one sure thing you can count on.  It is a lesson in success in life.  Every life will see storms.  Every life will have trouble. (Even Christians, we have the same mortality rate as every other group)   The differentiating factor will be in what that one sure things is.  What is the foundation of your life?
· As strange as it may seem people continually return to things that do them damage, because for whatever reason they have established it as their one sure thing.
-  Proverbs 26: 11  As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool 

        returneth to his folly.  Why?  Because we have established faith 

        in that thing.   Women remain in abusive stituations, because it 

        is all they know to cling to.  People cling to beliefs that at best 

        are empty, and at worst are destructive because it is what they 

        have put faith in. 

Please hear me.  Everyone has a touchstone.  Everyone, whether consciously or not, has in their life that one sure thing to which they return.  My goal in this sermon is to tell you what I believe should be the foundation, the touchstone, the one sure thing in your life and to help you place your faith, whether great or small, in that one sure thing.

The Sure Thing
An interesting thing plays out in the 6th chapter of John.  Jesus has just performed two phenomenal miracles.  One was the feeding of the five thousand with a few loaves and fishes.  The other was His walking on water.  The crowd followed hard after Him the next day.  He became almost confrontational with the multitude.  He began teaching heavy concepts.  And He did not teach them by using the parables and communication skills He had employed up to that moment.  It was raw, it was heavy, it was hard to comprehend.  He made statements that seemingly made no sense.  “You will have to eat my flesh, and drink my blood”  “I am the bread of life that came down from heaven, much more significant than the manna that sustained your ancestors.”   And the people were puzzled, and seemingly confused by the sudden change of style and demeanor.   The teaching by parables had made so much sense that they claimed there had never been a teacher like Him.  But now it seemed His words had a tinge of madness. At one point He even challenged them “Doth this offend you?”, the modern equivalent would be “Do you have a problem with what I am saying?”.  As the teaching grew more intense the people began to drift away.   As a preacher I love this story.

Verse 66 says that at this time many of His disciples ceased to follow Him.  And finally there was just the twelve.  And Christ put the question to them.  “Will you also go away?”

Peters response in verses 68 and 69 serve as the foundation for what I want to say to you today.

John 6: 68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.  69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.

Peter in essence is saying, “We have decided that you are going to be our foundation, our touch stone, our one true thing.  We are not leaving.  We are going to cling tenaciously to you.”   

Peter made his decision about what would be the one sure thing in His life based on two things.

1) “Thou hast the words of eternal life”  Only you can provide what we need most.

2) “We believe and are sure”  In you we have found something to believe in.

In making your choice of your one sure thing it should be something that can provide you with what you need most.  Your one sure thing, your foundation should be able to provide you with what you could never get on your own. 

Your one sure thing should be something you can believe in.   I am tempted to put faith in a lot of things.  The reason I ultimately do not is because bottom line I cannot believe in them that much. Whatever I decide to anchor my life to has to be something I can believe in and be sure about.  I am tempted by many things yet ultimately place no faith in them.

· I cannot be sure that wealth will not slip through my fingers like a fistful of sand.

· I cannot be sure that fame will not desert me in the hour I have come to depend on it.

· The pleasures of sin are just for a season and I do believe in time they would be sour in my mouth and a stench in my nostrils.  If you do not believe me ask the countless poor souls who have given themselves to every vice only to come to hate the thing they gave themselves to and now live in a disease ravaged body.  Therefore I cannot put faith in the pursuit of pleasure.

· I do believe the lesson of history.  That every geo-political kingdom of this world will crumble and in the passing of time be blown away like so much topsoil in a drought stricken land.  Therefore I can put no hope in government or political action.

· Religion and religious leaders have proven fractious, contentious, and impotent against the ravages of life.  I have no faith in religion.

I could enumerate every natural hope of man and point out the failing and weakness of it.  And tell you why I cannot believe in it.  The bottom line is this.  I believe the only sure thing, the only right foundation is Jesus Christ, and a relationship with Him.  He meets the two criteria.  He has what I need most, what I cannot provide for myself.  And He is someone I can believe in.  His own judge and executioner said it best.  And not only Bible but the historical record bears it out.  Pontius Pilot said “I find no fault in Him”.  If you want a foundation for your life I can offer you none better than Christ.

(vindication for Christians)

The, Uhhhhmmm, “Sure?” Thing
I love this great, bold declaration of faith Peter makes.

“To whom will we go?”
Not very inspiring is it?  Basically Peter is saying, “We are here, and a big reason is that we are is we really don’t have anywhere else to go.  We have arrived at a place that we are really out of options here.”  You might even stretch the text a bit and say that if they had somewhere else to go they might take the option.  Here is what is really cool.  God is ok with that!  How great is God that He does not mind being your last resort. 

· Woman with the issue of blood.

· God will be waiting on you after you have exercised every option.

· Ken getting kicked out of college. 

· Your decision to make Christ your one sure thing does not have to be arrived at from a basis of absolute certainty.  He welcomes your doubts. 

· Peter did not understand all the stuff Jesus was saying any more than anyone else.   He just had less doubt concerning Jesus than he did about anything else.  And I am here to declare that that is ok.  

· Do not decide to reject Christ as your foundation because of a few doubts.

· Peter said “I believe”.  He could not even say “ I Know” and there is a difference.  God has never minded doubts as long as you could exercise a little faith.  As a matter of fact I submit to you that faith only exist in the presence of a little doubt.  If you KNOW then you do not need faith.  Faith is your desire to believe overcoming your doubts for as long as it takes to reach out to Christ.  Thomas touching his wounds. 

· Peter made Jesus his foundation, his one sure thing on the basis that He had what Peter needed, and Peter could believe that He was the Christ.  And ultimately that is all God asks of anyone.

· Hebrews 11: 6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

· To have Christ as your one sure thing you do not have to explain all mysteries..  You wont.  Isaiah said “Truly you are a God that hides Himself.”  You don’t have to explain Him or even understand everything.  You just have to believe He is.  Be able to believe in Him.  Fight your doubt enough to extend your faith.  And believe He is a rewarder, that He has what you need.

· I know people think faith is a crutch for a weak mind.  I could not agree more, and I don’t care as long as it helps me walk.

· There will come higher understandings, there will come further revelations.  But at the inception of your walk all you need is a belief in Christ and a belief that He has what you need most. 

· My doubts only cause me to cling ever more tightly to what I am sure of.  I don’t understand everything so I get a more tenacious grip on what I do know. 

· I guess what I am saying is it is really easy to make Christ your sure thing.   All He asks is that you believe in Him and believe that He has what you need.

· He does not ask for a $50.000 buy-in.  Just your belief.  Not even 100% persuasion.  Just your belief and He becomes your sure thing. 

Who Will Feed You When The Famine Comes
For those who claim no need of a life foundation, for those who disdain the idea of clinging to faith and Christ, I would like to ask a question.  What are you going to cling to when all hell breaks loose in your life.  The reason I stand here and preach to of the need of a sure foundation is because in my short tenure on planet earth I have learned there are situation beyond my ability resolve.  There are trials beyond my ability to endure.  There exist in life pain beyond my ability to cope.  Where will you turn when you need strength beyond your own self?

· The prodigal son decided he did not need the security of His fathers farm.  

· But when he had spent his inheritance, the bible declares that a famine arose, he began to be in want, and found no one to feed him.

· For all of you without a foundation, without one sure thing you can cling to, who will feed you when the famine comes?  Where will you turn in your desperate hour? 

· I have come to tell you that even if you walk away now, in your most desperate moment you can turn to Christ.  Remember this sermon when the famine hits.

Don’t Hedge
He wants to be your “ONE” sure thing.

ABRAHAM

· He promised He would make him the father of a great nation.

· Don’t hedge with Ishmael.  HE decides to take out a little insurance just in case God does not come through.  He takes Hagar, his wife’s maid, and fathers a child with her.  Just a little security in case God does not come through.

· The one thing God does ask is that He be your only option.  Take all the time you want getting to me.  Run through all of your options, because when you finally arrive I want to be your only source.

Isaiah 43:11 I, even I, am the LORD;

and beside me there is no saviour.
· Ten more times in scripture God makes this declaration.  He wants to be your one source.

· Don’t criticize Abraham for his lack of faith, we all have our little insurance policies in case God fails us.

· We spend more time with our stock portfolio than we do God.

· We obsess over legalistic behavior and strive for righteousness in the flesh, not because we love God, but because we don’t fully trust His grace.

· Ishmael mocked Isaac.  Your “insurance policy” will deride Gods provision.  Your not really going to trust him are you?

· To make God your one sure thing you may have to be willing to kiss some things you love good bye.

PETER AND THE BOATe coulHe could
· Matthew 14
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