The Strange Case Of The Unemployed God

We are in the middle of an economic downturn that has caught many good people in the crunch.  Smart people, experienced people, qualified people, capable people, willing people through no fault of their own find themselves unemployed.  

It is one thing for a person who is just lazy or has never disciplined himself or herself to learn how to do anything productive to be without work.  But it is quite another thing to have studied, worked, prepared, learned only to find yourself unable to find any one who will let you work.  It has to be the height of frustration to be qualified, able, willing and not have an opportunity to use your skills and gifts.   It must be excruciating to know you could do the job better than anyone and are denied the opportunity.  

I ran across an individual in recent days that is in just that position.  Enormously qualified, more than willing to work, and yet no one will let them.  I was so blown away by their qualifications that I decided I was going to take an entire sermon to see if I could not get them some work.  As a matter of fact, not just here but everywhere I preach over the next few weeks I am going to be trying to get them some work because I am convinced there is no position they cannot excel in, no job they cannot do.  I have determined to make their case until I get some work lined up for them.  Maybe someone here knows where they could go to work.. I made this astounding discovery while reading my Bible.  

Psalm 78: 1 Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.  (This God has some impressive accomplishments) 
9 The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. 10 They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law; 11 And forgot his works, and his wonders that he had shewed them.  (In spite of amazing accomplishment He still got overlooked)  12 Marvellous things did he in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 13 He divided the sea, and caused them to pass through; and he made the waters to stand as an heap. 14 In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light of fire. 15 He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths. 16 He brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers. (Great track record so far, impressive c.v.)
19 Yet, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? 20 Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he provide flesh for his people? (Ok, what you have done so far is good, but we are not sure you are the God for the job) 21 Therefore the LORD heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel; 22 Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his salvation: 23 Though he had commanded the clouds from above, and opened the doors of heaven, 24 And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven. 25 Man did eat angels' food: he sent them meat to the full. 26 He caused an east wind to blow in the heaven: and by his power he brought in the south wind. 27 He rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea: 28 And he let it fall in the midst of their camp, round about their habitations. 29 So they did eat, and were well filled: for he gave them their own desire; 
(You would think that would do get Him a permanent place)

42 They remembered not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy. 43 How he had wrought his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan: 44 And had turned their rivers into blood; and their floods, that they could not drink. 45 He sent divers sorts of flies among them, which devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed them. 46 He gave also their increase unto the caterpillar, and their labor unto the locust. 47 He destroyed their vines with hail, and their sycamore trees with frost. 48 He gave up their cattle also to the hail, and their flocks to hot thunderbolts. 49 He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending evil angels among them. 50 He made a way to his anger; he spared not their soul from death, but gave their life over to the pestilence; 51 And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of Ham: 52 But made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. 53 And he led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 54 And he brought them to the border of his sanctuary, even to this mountain, which his right hand had purchased. 55 He cast out the heathen also before them, and divided them an inheritance by line, and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents

And even after all of that, look what happened to this awesome God…

Psalm 78:41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. 

The basically said, “Yeah, uhmm, look, We don’t think it is going to work out.  I mean, you are a great God, and we will certainly keep your resume on file. (vs 4)  But right now you just not what we are looking for.  Maybe you could do some contract work, or part-time stuff…Don’t call us, we will call you”

And they limited the Holy One of Israel.  Brothers and Sisters I come to present to you the strange case of the unemployed God.  We have a God that is more than able, all powerful, glorious and mighty and He has been limited, He has been downsized.  I wonder if anyone knows someone that has an opening for aGod to go to work?  I am disturbed by the concept that the Creator of all things is sitting around on His mighty hands.  I wonder does anyone have an opening…  After all this went down and God had been cut loose He had this to say…

Isaiah 43:13 I will work, and who shall let it?

Ladies and Gentlemen: We have present, an unemployed God who is willing to work, will anybody let Him?  Does anybody have an opening?

The Applicant
I have been doing some research on this unemployed God, trying to figure out why people are not putting Him to work and the more I learn the more perplexed I am. 

Qualifications & Experience
The first thing you think is maybe the unemployment is because He is in some way not qualified or possibly does not have enough experience.  So I asked Him about His qualifications and experience. 

Qualifications

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Psalm 104:10  He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills. 11  They give drink to every beast of the field: the wild asses quench their thirst. 12  By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the branches. 13  He watereth the hills from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. 14  He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth; 15  And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man's heart.

Luke 4:18 I am anointed to preach the gospel to the poor; to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
This is what John was asking when he sent someone to ask Jesus if He was the one they had been waiting on.  

Luke 7:19 And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? (We are not sure you are the right God for the job) 20  When the men were come unto him, they said, John the Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? 21  And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight. 22  Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.

He sustains the world with His Word
He tells the waves how far they can come onto shore

He numbers the sparrows of the field and the hairs on a head
He can make the stars dance and pluck a whale from the sea as though it were a minnow

He can make a baby leap in a mothers womb
He can thunder so loud rocks crack and be so gentle children are drawn to Him.

He can ride fire, flood or wind
He can cause barren women to give birth and raise the dead

He can make human beings out of mud
With those qualifications why is this God unemployed?

Experience

I thought maybe the problem is that He is really qualified, just not much experience.  So I asked Him what kind of experience He had.   Has He been at it long enough that we could trust Him to do things right. 

John 8: 58  Jesus said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

Psalm 90:2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Ok, so obviously He has been at it a while.  So I asked Him if He had done any special projects we might be familiar with.  

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

Hebrews 11:3 The worlds were framed by the word of God,
You might be familiar with this one…

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

Or perhaps you have heard of what He considers to be one of His better works…

Isaiah 53:4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

With that kind of experience why is this God unemployed?

References
I am just getting more and more puzzled.  Maybe the problem is people He has done work for in the past were not satisfied.  So I decided to check His references. 

David

This former King of Israel wrote quite a letter of recommendation called the Book of Psalms

Psalms 18: 2  The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 3  I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies. 4  The cords of death entangled me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 5  The cords of the grave coiled around me; the snares of death confronted me. 6  In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears. 7  The earth trembled and quaked, and the foundations of the mountains shook; they trembled because he was angry. 8  Smoke rose from his nostrils; consuming fire came from his mouth, burning coals blazed out of it. 9  He parted the heavens and came down; dark clouds were under his feet. 10  He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind. 11  He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him-- the dark rain clouds of the sky. 12  Out of the brightness of his presence clouds advanced, with hailstones and bolts of lightning. 13  The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded. 14  He shot his arrows and scattered the enemies, great bolts of lightning and routed them. 15  The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare at your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of breath from your nostrils. 16  He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters. 17  He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who were too strong for me. 18  They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support. 19  He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me.

So let me get this straight King, you think we ought to maybe give God a chance. 

Psalm 38:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

Job

But, David is a king.  I wanted a reference from someone that maybe didn’t have it so good.  I found this guy that had a lot of dealings with God and in the process lost everything, his business, his family, his friends, his health, his reputation.  He to gave quite a lengthy recommendation.  

Job 26: 6  Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering. 7  He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. 8  He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent under them. 9  He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it. 10  He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to an end. 11  The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof. 12  He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud. 13  By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 14  Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?

Pilot

Nobody has just good references.  If you look hard enough there is always someone that was less than pleased with the interaction.  I looked until I found this guy that actually had God killed.  That’s right, he turned him over to soldiers to be crucified.   Now if any one is going to give us a reason to not use God it will be the guy who had Him crucified.  You know what He had to say. 

John 19:4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.

Coworkers

There really is none.  None?  Right.  

Isaiah 44: 6  Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. 7  And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them show unto them. 8  Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

So if there is a God-sized job to be done you are the only one? Right.  Let me get this straight, you are the only God.  You are the only solution for any problem that is out of mans control.  

Isaiah 45:21 There is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.

With these references why is this God unemployed?

Other
Maybe there is some other reason this God is unemployed.  

His skills are not current?

Maybe He is old and out of date?  He was great in His day but now maybe that day has passed.  Maybe He has been replaced by new and improved models and ways of doing things. 

Revelation 22: 13  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.
As a matter of fact, He is so current He is onto stuff that has not even happened yet.

Isaiah 46:9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

Attitude

Maybe He is just hard to work with.  Maybe it is an attitude problem.

Phillipians 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

(Willing to get His hands dirty/washed feet/served food/went out of His way for nameless people)

Maybe He Is Unaffordable

I thought I had figured it out, I thought I knew why He was unemployed.  He has all these qualifications, success, & references. He is a unique specialist.  He has a great attitude.  It must be because He charges too much. 

Revelation 22:17 Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

John 3:16   For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Matthew 11:28  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
Putting Him To Work
There is really only one question left for the unemployed God.  When can you start?

II Corinthians 6:2 Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

He is beyond qualified.
He has more experience than you can imagine

His references are impeccable
He is willing

He will not cost you
He is ready

Can you put God to work?  He is standing in this place saying. “I will work, who will let me”.

I know He has shown up here, and I think I know why.  Some of us have been putting out some “Help Wanted” ads and He has shown up to respond.

Anybody got a place you can put Him to work right now?
Anybody got a situation you want Him to step in and take over?

Anybody want to just come and talk to Him as a consultant?
Anybody need some financial work done?

Anybody need some deliverance done?
Anybody need some healing done?

Anybody need someone to work on your kids, marriage, emotions?
There is an unemployed God in the house ready to go to work right now.

