Putting Your Socks On: Lessons for success in life

Lesson 1.  The Laws Of Management
Josh 1:1  Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, 2  Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

Let me set the scenario for you.  There is this massive group of people, they numbered in the millions.  Let me give you a very brief history.

· One man, Abraham, had left his ancestral home to become essentially a nomad, a wanderer.   He had a promise from God that everywhere he walked God would give him and his family that land. 

· He had a son, Isaac, who had twelve sons. 

· This family, because of a famine, settled in Egypt.  The descendants of the 12 sons became 12 powerful families.  These families grew so powerful in Egypt that the Pharaoh, the king of Egypt grew afraid of their influence and turned them into slaves.   They remained slaves for four hundred years.  

· A man named Moses led them to their freedom, leading them to the land that had been promised to Abraham.  When it came time to go into the land for the first time they doubted God, so God caused them to wander around a desert for forty years until that entire generation of doubters died.  In our text they are getting set to go into the land that had been promised them.

· At this time the twelve families had become twelve tribes that formed the nation of Israel.  This nation is set to cross over a river from the desert into the land God had promised them.  There are some very fundamental changes in store for them.

They are going from being slaves to being a self-governing people. 

They are going to transition from migrant people to landowners. 

They will quit living in tents and start living in houses. 

They can acquire possessions that are not portable.  

They can spread across a large land, not be jammed into a camp. (don’t have to live next door to someone you don’t like)
But there are the easy changes.  If Israel is going to succeed in the new land there is going to have to be a profound shift in how they think and how they live.  They are going to have to go to a new mode of living and this new mode is the secret to every success in life.  They are going to have to learn how to manage.

If your life is going to become everything God intends and desires that it become you must have the same paradigm shift, the same change in thinking and practice that Israel was faced with.  You have to learn to manage, it is the secret to everything.  

As long as the Hebrews were slaves in Egypt they did not have to manage their life.  They were told when to get up, what to wear, when and what to eat, what to do with their time, how many children they could have, when to sleep.  Every facet of their life was dictated to them and there were no decisions to be made. 

While they were in the wilderness God took care of them and they did not have to manage their life.   They ate manna off the ground.  They ate quail that God sent them.  There was a rock with water gushing out of it everywhere they went, they did not even have to ration their water.  They watched this burning column of fire that represented the presence of God and any time it moved they moved.  They did not have to decide when to move or where to go.  Their clothes and shoes never wore out.  They did not have to decide what to wear; the choice was already made. They did not have to manage their life; it was managed for them.  

All of that changed the day they moved into the new land.  

Joshua 5:12 And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

There is a fundamental change about to take place.  They are going to know a greater degree of freedom, and great level of success, and greater autonomy than every before.  But the level of responsibility increases in a commensurate level.  

Before your day was planned for you now you have to manage your time. 

Before your menu was planned for you now you have to manage your diet.

Before what you wore was decided now you must manage your wardrobe.
The success in this new land is not guaranteed, it is dependent and contingent on how well they manage the resources and blessings that God is giving them.   The entire book of Deuteronomy is a gigantic manual on how to manage the resources of the new land they are moving into.  How to build a house, how to plant and rotate crops, how to establish local governments, etc., etc., etc.  Because success in the new land is not dependent on miracles like survival in the wilderness was, it is dependent on how well they manage what they have. 

Management Principal #1
Miracles help you survive, managing your resources helps you succeed.  

In the wilderness they had clothes and shoes that never wore out. But they wore the same thing every day. 

In the wilderness a column of fire told them where to go.  But they could only go where the column went. 

In the wilderness they had manna off the ground and water from a rock.  But all they ever ate was bread and water which are essentially prison rations. 

All of these things were miracles and God will perform miracles in your life but most of the time the miracle is just to help you survive, your success is in how you manage what God gives you.  “But, I thought God gave them a land that flowed with milk and honey?”  
Deuteronomy 27:3 And thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou art passed over, that thou mayest go in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, a land that floweth with milk and honey; as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee.

That is true, but there are no rivers of milk and water falls of honey.  You have to herd and milk the cow, you have to tend to the bees that make the honey.  They moved into cities and houses they did not build but that was just to house that first generation, if the generations to come are going to live successfully they will have learn to manage these resources God has given them.  

Miracles help you survive, managing your life, your resources, your time, helps you succeed. My desire for you is not that you just survive, that your marriage survive, that your career survive, that your family survive, but that you succeed in all these areas of your life.   But that success is not going to come as a miraculous gift from God, it is going to come as a result of you managing your life well.  

People come seeking miracles of healing, they happen.  But they happen so that people can survive a catastrophic illness or injury.  Successful health is because you manage your diet and you exercise properly and you manage your nutrition. 

People want God to miraculously come through for them financially, and He will.  But just to keep you from starving or getting evicted.  Long term financial success is a result of you managing what God gives you.  

People want God’s miraculous intervention in mental and emotional health.  “I think I am having a nervous breakdown, I need God to deliver me from this anxiety and turmoil.”  His peace will come to you in those moments to help you survive but long term mental and emotional health and well being is a result of you managing your mind, managing your emotions, and managing well your life.  

Miracles help you survive but good life management will make you succeed. 

Management Principle #2
The promotion principal states that: God will not promote you to the next level until you manage well the level you are at.  

This was not the first time they came to the edge of the Jordan to cross over and possess the land.  This had happened forty years earlier.  

Deuteronomy 1:21 Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged.  26 Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God: 27  And ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28 Whither shall we go up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakims there. 29 Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them. 30 The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes; 31 And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how that the LORD thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place. 32 Yet in this thing ye did not believe the LORD your God, 33 Who went in the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your tents in, in fire by night, to show you by what way ye should go, and in a cloud by day.  34 And the LORD heard the voice of your words, and was wroth, and sware, saying, 35  Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which I sware to give unto your fathers,

God was ready to take them to the next level but because they did not manage well the level they were at they could not be promoted.  

God is not going to bless you with more finances until you manage well the finances you have. 

God is not going to give you more influence on your job until you manage well the influence you have. 

God is not going to expand your ministry opportunities until you manage well the ministry opportunities you have.  

You do not get promoted to the next level in your life until you manage well the level you are at.

Matthew 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.  23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Manage well what God has given you and He will give you more.  

Management Principal #3
If you do not manage well the level you are at you go back to the previous level you managed with excellence. 

Israel blew it in Canaan.  They really did.  They fell into idol worship, they paid no attention to the voice of God when He told them exactly what they needed to do to succeed. So the principle kicks in.  If you mis-manage a level you don’t get to stay at that level.  You go back to the last level you managed with excellence.  The last level they managed with excellence was being a slave.  So along comes Nebuchadnezzer and turns them into slaves again.  

If you do not manage well the level you are at you go back to the previous level you managed with excellence.

If you do not manage your marriage well you will go back to being single. 

If you start your own business and do not manage it well you will go back to working for someone else. 

If you achieve financial independence and don’t manage it well you will go back to struggling financially. 

If I don’t manage my weight well I will go back to being fat. 

If you do not manage well the level you are at you go back to the previous level you managed with excellence.
Managing your life and resources is the secret to everything.  Success is not primarily about opportunity, it is about managing your life well.   Management is not a position it is a lifestyle. 

You need to learn to 

manage your appetites
manage your emotions

manage your home
manage your money

manage your time
manage your family life

This is eminently spiritual stuff because it directly impacts how valuable you are in the kingdom of God.  Management is the secret to everything, and it starts with managing your self.  

Proverbs 25:28 He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.

