The Road To Recovery

Psalm 25: 1 A psalm of David. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2 I trust in you, my God! Do not let me be disgraced, or let my enemies rejoice in my defeat. 3 No one who trusts in you will ever be disgraced, but disgrace comes to those who try to deceive others. 4 Show me the path where I should walk, O LORD; point out the right road for me to follow. 5 Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who saves me. All day long I put my hope in you. 6 Remember, O LORD, your unfailing love and compassion, which you have shown from long ages past. 7 Forgive the rebellious sins of my youth; look instead through the eyes of your unfailing love, for you are merciful, O LORD. 

15 My eyes are always looking to the LORD for help, for he alone can rescue me from the traps of my enemies. 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and in deep distress. 17 My problems go from bad to worse. Oh, save me from them all! 18 Feel my pain and see my trouble. Forgive all my sins. 19 See how many enemies I have, and how viciously they hate me! 20 Protect me! Rescue my life from them! Do not let me be disgraced, for I trust in you. 21 May integrity and honesty protect me, for I put my hope in you. 22 O God, ransom Israel from all its troubles. (NLT)

For anyone in distress Davids’ psalm is powerful and moving.  But to truly appreciate this Psalm you must understand the events that led to its writing.  In Ist Samuel the 30th chapter, David returns to Ziklag, where he and all his men had left their families.  They returned to crushed buildings and smoldering ruins.  Their’ families had been taken captive, their’ city razed to the ground.  There was nothing but destruction and devastation everywhere they looked.  It was at Ziklag that David wrote the 25th psalm.   They Bible says that at Ziklag David shook off despondency and despair and “encouraged himself in the Lord”.  From all information that I could find this Psalm is what emerged from David “encouraging himself in the Lord”.  

I was looking closely at the events of Ziklag because of the obvious parallels to what is happening to us right now.

Unprovoked vicious surprise attacks.

Loved ones lost.

Inconsolable grief.
Uncertainty as to how to respond. 

A desire among the people for the leader to do something, anything.
I went to the story of Ziklag in the scriptures hoping to find something in Davids’ response that would help me to respond to this hellish thing that has occurred.  While researching I found that it was among the ashes of burning buildings, with hands longing to once again hold loved ones, that David penned these words.   

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2 I trust in you, my God! Do not let me be disgraced, or let my enemies rejoice in my defeat. 3 No one who trusts in you will ever be disgraced, but disgrace comes to those who try to deceive others. 4 Show me the path where I should walk, O LORD; point out the right road for me to follow. 5 Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who saves me. All day long I put my hope in you. 6 Remember, O LORD, your unfailing love and compassion, which you have shown from long ages past. 7 Forgive the rebellious sins of my youth; look instead through the eyes of your unfailing love, for you are merciful, O LORD. 15 My eyes are always looking to the LORD for help, for he alone can rescue me from the traps of my enemies. 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and in deep distress. 17 My problems go from bad to worse. Oh, save me from them all! 18 Feel my pain and see my trouble. Forgive all my sins. 19 See how many enemies I have, and how viciously they hate me! 20 Protect me! Rescue my life from them! Do not let me be disgraced, for I trust in you. 21 May integrity and honesty protect me, for I put my hope in you. (NLT)
At Ziklag David found an answer to His questions and a direction for all turmoil within him.  God answered his prayer from verse 4, “Show me the path where I should walk, O Lord; point out the right road for me to follow”  If we can in this hour follow Davids’ pattern I suspect we will find ourselves on the same road that God sent him down.  Before I tell you what that road was let me give you the pattern of Davids’ prayer.

The Pattern Of Prayer
There are five steps to the pattern of prayer that David offered in Psalm 25.  Let me extrapolate them for you. 

My Trust Has Always Been In God
The very first thing we must do as we survey the destruction is to once again put our faith in God. 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2 I trust in you, my God!

5 You are the God who saves me. All day long I put my hope in you
15 My eyes are always looking to the LORD for help, for he alone can rescue me from the traps of my enemies

21 I put my hope in you
The first thing we have to start acknowledging is that our trust has always been in God anyway.   I hate that revered landmarks have been destroyed but my faith really was not in them any way.   The symbol of capitalism and free enterprise has been crushed but my faith was not ultimately in capitalism and free enterprise anyway.  The command center for the worlds greatest military has been smashed but my faith was not in the worlds greatest military.  Now is the time for us and America to live out the creed stamped on our coins, In God We Trust.  It is time for a renewed faith in God.   It is time for our faith to become something more than what we say it must translate into something we live.  

I Have Sins That Need Forgiveness
The second part of the prayer is absolutely necessary if we are truly going to turn again to God as our source. In verse seven David acknowledged that he had some sins he needed to make right.   He was not coming to God  as an aggrieved party that was blameless.  I do not believe that what happened in NYC was divine retribution.   That is absolutely asinine.   I do believe however that as we begin to turn to God our hearts will compel us to seek forgiveness for our violations of His law.  

Proverbs 14:34  Righteousness exalteth a nation:
If we get on the road that God wants us on, if we find the path we are seeking, if our feet traverse the road that God sent David down it will be because we find a place of repentance.  

*The church is not excluded from this.  Lethargy, complacency, self-righteous arrogance. 

I Am In Pain That Only You Can Help Me With
16 Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and in deep distress. 17 My problems go from bad to worse. Oh, save me from them all! 18 Feel my pain and see my trouble.

People are asking over and over what can they do with the pain, anger, frustration and fear that is consuming them.    I have an answer that I would say may seem simplistic except for the fact that I hear everyone, not just preachers, but hardened journalist, world-leaders, people that two weeks ago were almost agnostic, saying the same thing.  We need to pray about it.  We need to talk to God about it.  It is time for brutal honesty with God.  We gain nothing by holding back from Him.

There is a wound in our soul that cannot be counseled away, pundits and talk show hosts are not going to be able to heal it.  This nation needs the healing touch of Jesus Christ. 

People that have known God theologically as Saviour need now more than ever to get to know Him experientially as Comforter.  (That happens when you are baptized with the Holy Spirit.)

John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

John 14: 26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
If there ever was a time when the Spirit-filled church needs to be preaching their message it is now.  Because we have a pain that only God can help us with.  

Pray The Protection Of God
19 See how many enemies I have, and how viciously they hate me! 20 Protect me! Rescue my life from them!

I appreciate my President telling me he is going to see to it I am protected.  I appreciate the increased security.  I am thankful we are trying to take measures to insure the safety of our citizens.  But ultimately we need to be seeking the Divine protection of God.  I don’t want us to live with daily awareness of danger, but if that translates into a daily awareness of our need for God then it is not all bad.  We need to pray the protection of God on our nation, on its leaders, on our children, on our friends, on ourselves.  We need to understand and acknowledge that God is our great protector.  The best way to deal with fear is to pray the protection of Almighty God.

Let Me Do The Right Thing
4 Show me the path where I should walk, O LORD; point out the right road for me to follow. 21 May integrity and honesty protect me,

I am not going to dwell here long at all because Pastor Rigdon has already preached extensively about this.  Let me just say that there is a right way for us to go and if we want God to set our feet on the right road we must seek for it in prayer.  I don’t think the right road is easily found or readily apparent.  I think we need God to point it out to us.  

In verse 21 David prayed that integrity and honesty protect him.   This is a different kind of protection.  Integrity will not protect you from a terrorist blast but it will protect your soul from hatred and your heart from sin.  

The Road Of Recovery
David prayed this way standing in the rubble of Ziklag, God point out the right road for me to follow.  And God put David on the right road.  

I Samuel 30:8 And David inquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? Shall I overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all.

God sent David on a road He wants to lead us down, the road of recovery.  I know the buildings are reduced to rubble, and thousands are tragically beyond our ability to save.   I know it seems like there is nothing left to recover but if we follow God down that road we will recover in ways we never dreamed possible.  Before it was over David recovered things that he had not even lost.  

Recover Right Values
The most significant thing economically that happened Monday was not that the market re-opened, it was not that it plunged, it was not that over 500 billion dollars was lost.  The most significant thing that happened was that as a rule there was little bemoaning of these facts, no one seemed to be in despair and agony.  I am sure there were a few but by and large there was a sense that the financial loss was really insignificant compared to the tragic loss of human life.  Could it be that we are on the road to recovering right values? Could it be that we are on the road to recovering a sense of what is really important?  It is miraculous that a nation that was becoming immersed in a culture of death has been brought back to a sense of the value of life.  If we will follow this road God wants to send us down we could recover right values.  

Recovering Altars
Something that two-weeks ago would have been unthinkable has swept our nation.  Prayer has broken out all across our country.  I have seen groups of people in restaurants, stores, and coffee shops join hands in prayer.  I watched Bishop Jakes praying on national television under the anointing of God.  All across America kids prayed in schools and nobody has filed any lawsuits.  The ALCU has good sense enough to let it alone.  Churches are packed with people seeking God.  Could it be that we are on the road to recovering our altars?

Recovering A Heart Of Compassion
There has in recent years crept into our culture a certain meanness of spirit.  Problems with road rage, airport rage, you-name-it rage.  People were short tempered and polarized around volatile issues.  But what a flood of compassion and generosity has swept our land.  People lining up for hours to give blood, pouring money into charities, sending so many donations and volunteers that the mayor of NYC had to tell them to stop.  I have seen racial problems laid aside as black men carried white men from the war-zone. When confronted with absolute evil we have risen up magnificently and shown that our spirit is not so hardened, that we are not so cynical, that we are not so jaded that we cannot become overwhelmed with compassion and concern for our fellow man.  All of the sudden everything we have been bickering and squabbling over is being washed aside as kindness and compassion sweeps through our country.  I heard even last night the report of Moslems living in this country who said that while there certainly had been ugly incidents the overwhelming attitude of people around them had been one of kindness and understanding. I suggest to you brothers and sisters that if we follow the road the Lord has set our feet on we will recover a heart of compassion that will truly make us great. 

Recovering Of Unity
We have been in real danger in recent years of becoming a nation of isolated groups.  It has been amazing and wonderful to see the vast diversity of people stand up and declare their love for freedom and country.  I have heard and watched people of every color and ethnicity declare their love for freedom and country. We may recover something that I believe was ordained of God, that we are truly one nation, under God, indivisible.  Down this road we will find a unity that will allow us to triumph over evil.

Recover Revival
Churches are packed.  A late night talk show host with a quaver in his voice talked about returning to the long neglected faith of his childhood.  Pastors and church leaders are in demand by the networks to speak and appear before the American people to give direction and wisdom.  Over 700 people were saved at Brooklyn Tabernacle this past Sunday.  Across this land there is a turning to God.  Were it not for the circumstances it could almost be comical.  People that have not darkened the door of a church for years are angry when they cannot get inside to pray.  You know what I think the church may recover down this road the Lord is trying to set our feet on?  I believe there is a revival unlike my generation has never known.  This is the time for the church to impact a hurting, frightened, shaken, questioning, desperate world.   This church was born in revival, without it we are slowly dying, I believe out of this insidious evil that was birthed in the bowels of hell can emerge a revival that shakes this world.  

