The Quiet Voice

There is a story in the Book of First Kings that is so relevant for Christians in the year 2000.  The prophet Elijah had triumphed mightily over the false prophets that served the wicked Queen Jezebel.  He emerges from this struggle that took place on Mount Carmel and is in the after-glow of a great spiritual victory.  He is a blessed man, He is and anointed man.  And yet, along with the victory and anointing, he is fearful, tired, and more than a bit depressed.  Does this sound familiar to anyone?  

I know a lot of good people with a lot of reason to rejoice in their life. Yet along with that rejoicing there is a a lot of struggle, and many reasons to be afraid, and some weariness with the daily grind, a some times even an unexplainable depression of spirit that weighs on us and drags us down.  Between our triumphs and our burden we barely break even.  Let me tell you no one wants to go through life breaking even all the time.  

Yes, there was a great triumph over the prophets of Baal, yes I am vindicated as a prophet of God.   Yet Jezebel is trying to kill me, I am weary, alone, hungry, and wishing for death.  

So he comes to the cave at Mount Horeb.  And standing in the mouth of that cave something strange and wonderful happened.  Something I believe God has ordained to happen in this very service.

I Kings 19:11 And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 12  And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 13  And it was so, when Elijah heard it that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?

Allow me to talk to you about this quiet voice of God.  The NIV calls it a “quiet whisper”.   

Wind, Earthquake, Fire
Preceding the voice there was a wind, and earthquake, and a fire.  Please understand that these are all elements that at one time or another God had used to communicate to people.  

· Out of a burning bush God commissioned Moses to deliver His people.
· Out of smoke, fire, thundering, and the shaking of the earth God issued His law on the same Mount that Elijah found himself in. 

· It was with wind and flames that God poured out of His Spirit on the day of Pentecost.

· When Isaiah was commissioned it was from a flaming altar in a temple that was shaking and trembling.

God does speak through those things, quite often as a matter of fact.  But all of that communication has something in common.  It happens in conjunction with God laying down law to a carnal people, calling wayward people to repentance, baptizing sinful flesh with His Holy presence.

The wind, earthquake, and fire serve a purpose.  But you do not have to be especially perceptive to notice a howling wind.  You do not have to be particularly sensitive to feel the earth shaking beneath your feet.  You do not have to have any special insight to feel the searing heat of a roaring fire. 

God uses these elements to speak to people who are not, for whatever reason, perceptive enough to hear the quiet voice.  

He has to thunder for some people;

-Sensual Israel

-Materialistic Pharisees in the temple.

-Sinners that are not familiar with His voice.

-A church wandering from it’s purpose.

The noise and cacophony is never without purpose, but it has a specific purpose.

The Quiet Voice
This is the voice with which you soothe a beloved child.  I use a different voice when Nic is in eminent danger than I do when I want to soothe and comfort him.  I know the people of God are embattled on every side, with all kinds of hell breaking loose in every Christian life.  I feel deep in my spirit that there is a need for us to enter into a dimension where God can speak to us, not in a thunder, not in a fire, but in the whisper of intimacy.  This quiet voice is not less impressive and less spiritual.  It is more intimate.  It is the soothing voice of a shepherd, stilling the restless frightened flock.  This is the voice of comfort of the one that has loved you most.  That is the voice in which God wishes to speak to you tonight. 

A quiet voice comes to a quiet heart.

-We have to much “soul-noise”.
· Christ spent much time alone, in quiet.  40 days (Matt 4) Night alone before choosing of the 12 (Luke 6) After John was killed (Matt 14) …I can give you at least 5 more specific incidents where Christ drew apart. 

Elijah would never hear this voice on top of Mt. Carmel, or in the king’s court.  It was in the vast solitude of the wilderness. 

Can I tell you that every dry place you walk through is not all bad.  Because as your ears become attuned to the silence you hear what you never heard before.  And in that silence you will hear that sweet voice.   Maybe, just maybe that is why God has allowed you to walk through a desert and wilderness place.   

This is the voice intended in beginning.

The fire, the earthquake, the wind were never the voices God wanted to use.  They have developed as a response to man’s increasing lack of ability to discern the voice of God.  

In the Book of Genesis, the third chapter, the original plan was revealed.  That God would come in the evening time, and walk with His friend, and talk with Him in this quiet voice.  The original intent was intimacy not Lordship, friendship not servitude, love not law.  

God is always in the process of restoring the original.

They followed Christ for the loaves and fishes, but that was not what was most valuable that they should have been clinging to.  It was His words that He was speaking.  

The voice of a friend.

Moses was the one man that it was said of him that God spake with him, face to face, as a man speaks to a friend.  This man knew the quiet voice.  It was said of him that he knew the Lord’s ways.  And in Exodus 33:15 when God promised him Canaan he told God, before we cross over I want to know that your presence, this intimacy, is going with me.  If I have to leave this I would rather not go.  I would rather wander a desert till I die and be able to hear your voice than to posses Canaan and lose it.   Once you have heard the Quiet Voice, no other voice works, and the value of it is beyond your ability to state. 
Life is lot more tolerable if you can hear the quiet voice.  The desert not nearly as hot, the vista not nearly as barren.  As  long as I can hear that voice life is tolerable, even enjoyable.  But if I cannot pick it out then it does not matter what I have.   The Promised Land is not worth crossing over into if that Voice is not speaking to me. 
When The Voice Speaks
The place of the quiet voice is the place of ultimate intimacy with God, where all is revealed. 

Freedom to express yourself.

I Kings 19:13  And it was so, when Elijah heard it that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 14  And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

Direction

I Kings 19:15  And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: 16  And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room.

Assurance

I Kings 19:18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.

Closers
John 10: 27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

God communicates attributes through His presence, not His actions. (Moses in the cleft of the rock saw His goodness)

God uses the fire, wind, and earthquake, but is not IN them. 

