The Quiet Voice Part Two

I spoke to you last week out of 1 Kings the 19 chapter.  The story of Elijah in the cave on Mt. Horeb.  God presented a wind, a fire, and an earthquake.  Yet He was in none of those things.  When He came to Elijah it was with a quiet voice.  We learned that there is a certain voice God will use to communicate on the most intimate level with His children.  The highest level of intimate communication with God is this quiet voice of God.  It is not the thunder of the earthquake, the howl of the wind, or the roar of the fire.  It is this quiet voice that penetrates deep into our soul.  At this level of intimacy with God we can speak out our deepest feelings, and we will receive direction and assurance.  This is the voice that God has always wanted to use to talk with His people; it is the voice of the beginning.  Let us explore this setting and this concept a bit more.

Recognizing God
A wind, an earthquake, and a fire.  All are impressive.  All will get your attention.  Yet the Bible says that God was not in any of those things.  (Verses 11&12)  Some times we are too quick to determine something as being God simply because it impresses us.  Simply because it matches our expectation.  We expect God to thunder, we expect Him to roar.  We expect Him to bowl us off our feet.  What we do not expect is for Him to come as a friend.

Everything you think is God may not be God.  

When you walk away from a spiritual encounter don’t judge whether it was God by the howl of the wind, or the heat of the fire.  

But ask yourself;

“Do I have a direction I did not have before?”
“Did I feel freedom to speak my deepest feelings and know that they would be received and understood?”  

“Do I have an assurance that I did not have before?”
These are the things Elijah received in that intimate conversation on the side of Mt. Horeb.  These are the things Moses enjoyed.  Moses, who conversed with God as with a friend.   I do not necessarily need to get goose bumps on me.  But I do need to hear the voice of the one who loves me most, I need the direction that only the sum of all wisdom can give me, I need the peace that only comes when the Creator Himself tells me it will be all right.   I need these things to evidence His presence because every fire, and every wind, and every earthquake is not God speaking to me.  

Do Not Be Satisfied By Evidence Of His Presence.

The fire, the wind, the earthquake are all evidence of His presence.  He is causing them.  And for many that is enough.  To be where God is moving satisfies their desire for God.  There is an entire religious phenomenon going on right now.  People will drive across country to be where He is moving, and to witness evidence of His presence.  But I tell you all to often we mistake the evidence of His presence for a personal interaction with God.  We mistake evidence of His presence for intimacy with Him, and the two are worlds apart. 

When He passed by Moses every bush and rock was lit but that was simply evidence of where He had passed.  Some things simply happen as a result of Him moving.  You can sit in a church full of changed lives, evidence of where He has been and not have a relationship with God.  

We can see joy manifest in the lives of believers all around us, 

Be eye witness to miraculous healing, 

Watch lives transform and conform to the image of Christ, 

Be in close proximity when He shatters chains and works deliverance in lives, 

and yet still not be in relationship with Him.  

So often we are so enthralled with the fire, the wind, the earthquake, so impressed with evidence of His presence that we never wait for His voice.  We allow ourselves to be satisfied with something less than the highest level of intimacy.  

In the book of Amos God pointed out that when He withheld rain from a city in an attempt to get the people to turn back to Him, they simply wandered to other cites where there were reports and rumors of rain.  Instead of getting their heart in a condition and position so that God would send rain on them, they ran to other cities.  And God pointed out that they were not satisfied, neither would they be satisfied until they returned to Him.  I see a lot of running to the rain these days.  People moving to places where there is evidence of God’s presence, but I submit to you that is not going to sustain you and you will not be satisfied until you get in a relationship with God and He rains His presence and blessing into your life.

We must learn to recognize God.  And that happens when we recognize His voice.  

John 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them.
It is this capacity to hear God that defines us as His sheep.  It is on this high plane of perception where we begin to recognize God.  It takes no great insight to see where God has been, to see what He has done.   Any body can spot the fire, any one can perceive the wind.  But it is an altogether different level of intimacy that allows you to hear His voice.  

John 18:37 Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

Of the truth?  

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:

The way you know you are of Jesus Christ is if you can hear His voice!

When You Hear Him 

From the first passages of the Word of God all the way through the life of Christ the greatest events happen in conjunction with God speaking in that voice.

Let There Be…

There is one phrase repeated again and again in the first chapter of Genesis.  During the creation week God never simply commanded that anything come into being, or that it take a certain form.  It was never “Light appear” or “Dry land appear”.  Instead throughout the creation story you hear God speak to a universe and say “Let there be…”

God speaks into a universe and something in that universe perceived what was being said and moved in response to the command of God.  Elements responded, loosed by the voice of God, which had been perceived.  

“Elijah, I want there to be assurance and direction for you, I can command it but you have to hear and respond and let it happen.”

I wonder what God is wanting to create in our midst, in our lives as individuals.  I wonder what He is wanting us to LET happen.  But we are sometimes too dull of hearing…

Let there be;

-Renewal

-Revival

-Peace in your house

-Prosperity in your life

-Healing

I wonder what God would like to create in us, for us, and through us if we could but hear His voice.

“He that hath and ear let him hear

 what the Spirit saith to the churches”

Peace, Be Still

I have told you that this voice, this most intimate of communication from the God, is the voice of the beginning.  This was the voice that God used to talk with Adam in the cool of the day.  I believe that when Christ stepped to the prow of the ship in Mark 4 and commanded the wind and the waves to be still that the elements recognized the voice of the creator, and they obeyed.

Would that we could be so perceptive.  Would that we could be so attuned.  I wonder what raging storms of worry and unrest could be quieted in me were I to be able to tune in on the voice every time He spoke to me.

I am convinced that He has spoken answers to me that were whipped away by the wind, and drowned out by the roaring of the waves, simply because I was more focused on those raging elements in my life than I was on hearing His voice.

I believe He simply spoke.  At other times in scripture when He raised His voice the scripture makes note of it.   It was with a loud voice that Christ called Lazarus from the tomb.  God does have the ability to thunder but it is always with a purpose.  To get through to the spiritually dull, the unrepentant.  When He cried out to Lazarus it was with a loud voice to penetrate through the layers of death and bondage.  Much as He had to thunder at some of us when we first met Him.  But now He is calling for a more intimate relationship, He would speak to us in the quiet voice of Horeb and would have us to hear.

Playing By Ear
When I was in my teens I studied music at the National Conservatory in Argentina.  I am not totally ignorant of music.  I learned to read sheet music.  My first instructor was brilliant.  He could play each piece flawlessly.   Technically, he was perfect.  But it never impassioned me.  In my third year I met a man who was a jazz piano player.  He played by ear.  And it was a revolution for me.  He introduced me to the music of John Coltrane.   The first song I heard was an explosion.  This man was not following prescribed patterns in music, but was following something else altogether.  The old piano player told me that to play music like that you have to be able to hear it inside you.

-Amadeus Mozart. Could speak music

-Beethoven.  Knew how each instrument should sound to make the peace right.

-Andrew Willis

You can be technically brilliant and not elicit the emotion that a person that cannot read a note is able to, if they can truly play by ear.  Because the music is inside. 

 I am at my best as a Christian when I am not trying to follow each note in a prescribed formula.  There are those that want their whole Christian walk laid out point by point.  Like sheet music.  They want it written out, then they want to live according to it.  I submit to you that we are at our best as Christians when we hear his voice inside and follow it.  It will never conflict with the sheet music, but it will be far richer and deeper than a mere adherence to dusty law.  I am far better as a Christian when I am following a voice talking to me way deep in side, than I am just following the sheet music and doing what is demanded of me.

Jeremiah 31:33 After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

If you do not know how to play by ear you can do violence to the piece. If you do not understand the intent of the author you can pervert what he wanted.  I have heard people play a wonderful piece of music flawlessly, but although they were perfect in technique, they went no further than the notes on the sheet.  And what should have been rich and deep was shallow and dry.  Paul did this.  HE read the sheet music of the OT, and followed it to the letter.  He was flawless.  Yet he wound up murdering Christians because He missed the intent of the author.  

God intends more for you than mere adherence to law.  He wants a relationship with you, a harmony that you will never get just from the sheet, it has to be inside of you.

You have to hear His voice.

