The Proper P.O.V.

II Corinthians 5:16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

A huge part of realizing your status as a “new creature” hinges on being able to not see people, primarily yourself, “after the flesh”.   

Know no man after the flesh…

NLT - So we have stopped evaluating others by what the world thinks about them. 

RSV - From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
NAS - Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to what they were before Christ, when they were in the flesh

To really see others and ourselves as new creatures, beings that are not affected by our past, we must stop seeing each other after the flesh, after the old definition.  
John 8:14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. 15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.

I am always amazed at how different things can look by simply slightly altering your perspective, or your point of view.  A shift in your perspective may be so slight but it can radically change how you perceive everything around you.  

There is always one right perspective that gives you an accurate impression of reality, and one of the secrets of life is to not stop until you get that right perspective.  This sermon is all about you getting a right point of view about yourself.  I don’t want to jump ahead of myself, but let me say that life, others, the world is always trying to define you, and as long as you know yourself after the flesh, after the definition they are trying to hang on you, you will be frustrated.  You will feel inferior.  You will not achieve and excel.  The proper point of view is what God says about you.  And when you get that proper point of view you understand that you “can do all things through Christ”.

There are three things you need to get you to that right point of view about yourself, where you no longer know yourself after the flesh. 

The Right Information
You cannot see yourself or a situation accurately until you have all the data pertaining to it.  We judge each other, we judge circumstances, we judge our own lives without having a clue what we are talking about.  

I Peter 3:7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with your wife according to knowledge.

Let me show you how the right information can change your point of view about a situation. 

In Numbers 13 Moses sent spies into the land of Canaan so that they would know what they were up against when it came time to invade the land.  Ten of the spies brought back a really distressing report.  If you read this chapter they basically had four reasons they felt like that could not take the land. 

1. The people of that land have strong walled cities. 

2. There are a lot of people.  They listed all the different tribes.

3. There are giants in the land. 

4. This is a land that eats up its’ inhabitants.  

Now, without all the information that looks really distressing.  That is a very bleak picture.  And watch this, having the wrong information affected how they saw themselves.  (RIFF)

Numbers 13:33 We were in our own sight as grasshoppers.
Now lets get all of the information on the table and watch how the picture changes. 

1. Strong walled cities indicate that those people are afraid of each other.  We are not confronting a unified force.  This is a divided warring people.  We will only have to face one group at a time.

2. There is a lot of people.  Yeah, we are fixing to move three million people into that land, it needs to support a large population.

3. There is actually only three giants mentioned, the sons of Anak.  That is three easy victories God has planned for you so that you look really good. 

4. The land eats up it’s inhabitants is a reference to disease.  God has already been weakening the people of that land for an easy conquest.  That is another reason God did not want them to take anything out of Jericho, but commanded that it all be burnt.  

Everything that was seen as a negative becomes a reason for hope with the right information.  

Right Information

Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

I John 2:1 If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

I John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Mark 9:23  Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.

Isaiah 53:4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

Deuteronomy 28:1  If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2  All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God: 3  You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 4  The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock 5  Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 6  You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. 7  The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. 8  The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 9  The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10  Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you. 11  The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground--in the land he swore to your forefathers to give you. 12  The LORD will open the heavens, the  storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 13  The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom.

Quit getting your information about what is possible, what is real, what must be from everywhere else and get your information about yourself and your life from the Word of God.  

You need to learn the discipline of countering the barrage of lies coming at you with the truth of the Word of God. 

Right Identity
All the right information will not help you without the right identity.  (Flight information / passport )  You will not get to where you want to go without the right identity.  

This goes back to our text.  Too many people know themselves after the flesh.  You are living under that old identity.  You still identify yourself as what you were.  

What are you allowing to define you?  Why are you wearing that identity?

There are two ways people will try and define and you, and if you are not careful you will wind up identifying yourself the same way. 

· By your problem. 

· Blind Bartimeus (Mark 10:46)

· The stricken with the palsy.  (Matthew 9:2/4)

· Woman with the issue of blood.  ((Luke 8:43)

People will want to identify you by your problem.  By your mistake.  By your shortcoming.  He is the guy with the habit.  The woman with the attitude.  You will identify yourself that way.   If you don’t change that there will come a time when you cannot think of yourself in any way except by identifying with your problem.  Your failure.  People even claim it.  

“Well, its my temper…my habit…my depression…”   Why does the problem have to be yours?  (tattoos) 

· By your past…what you used to be. 

· Matthew 13: 54  And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? 55  Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 56  And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? 57  And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. 58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

You must learn to reject that identity that is trying to be forced on you and receive and live in the new identity Christ is placing on you.  

The Right Identity

You have a new life. 

Galations 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

II Corinthians 5: 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

According to Romans that old guy that had the problem, that old guy that had the past has been buried.  

Romans 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

The guy that the old identity (after the flesh) is dead.  He was buried.  He does not exist.  You need to remind that perpetually nagging voice of that fact. (He had a real bad accident, he was crucified and then drowned.)  Tell the craving it is going to have to shut up because you buried it.

Before it is all over we will have a new family, a new name, a new body, and a new address in a city where the Devil is not allowed. (If you are running RIFF) We are in the heavenly witness protection plan.  

The Right Ideas
The last thing you need to get you to the right point of view where you no longer view yourself after the flesh is the right ideas.  Your thinking has to change.

Collosians 3:10 You have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

John 8:14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. 15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.
When you become a blood-bought, Spirit-filled follower of Christ your thinking becomes that of Jesus Christ, you know where you been, where you are going, and you reject the old identities.    And you can do it because your thinking has changed, you get right ideas.

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world (to the identity that is after the flesh)(Don’t agree to that identity) but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

When you get the right information about yourself and about your circumstances…

When you get the right identity that you get through believing on Christ and being baptized in His name..

When you get the right identity be rejecting the identity of your past and your problems…

When you get right ideas about God, yourself, your world…

All of the sudden your point of view about yourself and other will change.  You will quite beating on yourself.  You will realize how awesome, how wonderful, how infinitely capable you are to become the person God wants you to become.  

You will never get there without the right perspective on God.  You will never get the right perspective of yourself until you get the right perspective about Him.

II Corinthians 5:16  So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.

This is what the people from His hometown did, and He could do no mighty miracle among them.  

