The Power Of One

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

In this passage Paul is making one point, and he does so over and over again, driving home his message which is this.   It was just one man, Adam, that caused death to come to all men by his sin.  By the same measure it was just one man, Jesus Christ who caused life to come to all men through the free gift of salvation.  One man had the capacity to plunge all humanity into sin and death; one man had the capacity to lift them again to righteousness and life. In this passage the word “one” is used twelve times.  One had the capacity to doom the human race one had the capacity to save it.  I want to speak to you for a little while on this subject the Apostle has introduced; the power of one. 

A nursery rhyme from my childhood illustrates the profound truth of Romans 5.
For want of a nail the shoe was lost

For want of a shoe the horse was lost

For want of a horse the rider was lost

For want of a rider the battle was lost

For want of a battle the war was lost

For want of a war the kingdom was lost

All was lost for want of a nail

Great losses and great victories usually have one thing in common, it is one detail that is overlooked, or one detail that is taken care of that cause them to happen.   It all usually does indeed hang by a nail.  Paul understood this.  One man brought death to all men; one man brought life to all.  I have come to this place to re-emphasize your value as an individual.  I am all for team effort, I am all for collaborating together for a great cause, but let me tell you what I know and what it borne out in the Word of God.  At the very core of every great achievement, at the heart of every body of believers impacting their world there is usually one, at most a few that are making it happen.  I want to persuade you of that fact, and I want to persuade you that you can be that one.  

You can be the nail the holds it all together.
You can be the spark plug making the whole thing fire.

You can be the catalyst for revival for an entire church. 

You can be the fuel igniting an explosion of revival.

You can be the engine driving a great harvest of souls.
Do you understand the implications of the text I read to you?  On two separate occasions the entire direction of humanity was reversed by ONE surely they destiny of a group of people, a church, a community can be reversed by one.   And I need for you to believe that you can be the one. 

I wish the whole church would get with the program, but in a lifetime of being around churches I have never know that to happen.  What needs to happen is for one to become persuaded that all it takes is one and that they are the one.  

