The Place Of Perception

Considering The Cross Part 1

The Most Important Thing
Ultimately we approach God to receive.  This is why we approach Him, study His Word, learn of Him.  We want, even need to, receive from God.  While I am all for worshipping God simply because He is God I also understand that there are things we need from God that we cannot find or get anywhere else.  This is the conclusion Peter came to at a time when many disciples were walking away from Christ because of His teaching. 

John 6: 66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 

There are some things I can get nowhere except in God.  There are essential elements of life that only exist in Christ.  

Peace
Joy

Direction
Wisdom

Healing
Deliverance

Hope
Therefore it is of an imperative that I receive from God when I come to Him.  If I cant get this stuff anywhere else I must make the most of my moments in His manifest presence to receive what He WANTS to bless me with.   

I Timothy 6:17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 

So the most important thing that could happen when I come to God is that I receive, and there is wealth of things we can receive.  What is the most important thing you can walk away from a God encounter with?  There is any number of things you could ask for, but what is the most important, crucial thing you should leave an experience with God possessing?  

The wisest man that ever lived lets you know what you should seek from God above all else.  

Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 

So, lets recap:

· We come to God to receive. 

· The most important thing that could happen in an encounter with God is what we receive from Him. 

· The most important thing we can receive is wisdom and understanding.  

One final question as we continue to narrow this thing down.  Wisdom and understanding about what?    There is a lot in our world to understand.  Solomon said with all out getting we should get understanding, but about what?   If wisdom is the principal thing, what is the principal thing we should be wise about?   

Relationships?
Finances?

Scripture?
Geo-politics?

Current events?
Well, another very wise man tells us in scripture what the most important thing we should know and understand is. 

Phillipians 3: 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

Knowledge of Christ is worth losing everything.  Compared to gaining knowledge of Christ everything else is rubbish, trash, not worthy to be mentioned.  And this was a guy that knew some stuff.  But the conclusion the Apostle Paul arrived at was that none of it meant anything compared to knowledge of Christ. 

I Corinthians 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 

So, we have come to this conclusion.  We start with the fact we need to receive from God and narrow it down to the truth that what we most need to receive is understanding, wisdom, and knowledge, about Him.  But, understand what about Him. He is so vast, and multifaceted. Isaiah declared God to be a “wheel within a wheel” .  Layer upon layer, spokes of truth radiating out from a central place of His eternal essence.  He is beyond time.  The greatest mind of the age that grasps quantum physics still cannot adequately expound on God.  What should we know and understand about Him?   Where do we start in order to grasp some element of Him?  For over twenty chapters the friends of Job talked about God until finally Zophar reached this conclusion. 

Job 26:14 Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand? 

I cannot know all there is to know about God so what essential understanding of God should I possess?  Knowledge of Him is the principal thing that I should get above all else, so what part, aspect, element of Him should I know?  

Ephesians 3: 14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fulness of God.

What you need power to comprehend is the love of God. (vs. 18)
Knowledge of this surpasses all other knowledge.  (vs. 19)
Knowledge of God’s love fills you with the fulness of God. 
Above all we should receive, more than anything we should receive wisdom and understanding, if we are going to understand anything it should be God, and the understanding of God starts with understanding His love.  (Jesus loves me…Seminary) So how do we begin to understand the love of God?  

Grasping For God
Perception is seeing and understanding.  It is not simply seeing without comprehension.  It is getting a good look and understanding what it is you are looking at.  We need to understand the love of God.  That is the principal thing, the vital thing, the most important thing.  What do we have to do to understand the love of God?  What is the vantage point from which we can see and understand the love of God?  

Some people choose the vantage point of scripture.  They say they will study until they understand it.  But I submit to you that the vantage point of scripture is inadequate to allow you to perceive the love of God. 

John 21:25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. 

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 

Scripture is not the place of perception where you can see and understand the love of God. 

Other people want to comprehend God’s love through there intellect and rationale.  But He defies logic.  His claims are too outrageous.  His dimensions too far beyond our capacity to understand.  

Isaiah 55: 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Your ability to reason, your intellectual capacity, your mind is not the place of perception where you can see and understand the love of God. 

Others want to comprehend Him through historical analysis.  By lining Him up with all of the other philosophers and sages from history.  But none of them did what He did. This is not the place of perception.

There is only one place of perception.  Only one place you can really see and understand the love of God.   Do you want to go there?

I invite every sinner, seeker, and saint, away from the mind numbing tedium of systematic theology that houses God in a box devised by man.  I invite you out of the never ending corridors of intellectual reason trying to substitute for faith.  I call you away from the cold sterility of logic to the only place of perception where you can see and understand the love of God. 

I John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 

The place where Christ died for us is where you see and understand the love of God, and start to get a grasp on Him.  Calvary, the cross, Golgothat, where He died for you and I.  Until you understand Calvary, until it has possessed you, until you have seen it for yourself you will never understand God, His purpose for you, His love for you, and the value of your life in Him.   It is in that He died for us that we comprehend His love.  This is the beginning of your faith.  This is where it all starts, Calvary.  

At The Place Of Perception
The Centurion

A brutal hired soldier who had spent his whole life being trained for war. 

Far from home, in a strange land with these troublesome Jews.  

It was his squad that brutally beat Jesus with a whip. And he did not see it.  <One writer said they covered His eyes>

It was his soldiers that spat on Him, ripped at His beard, and shoved thorns into His scalp. And he never saw it as Christ held his peace.
The mockingly dressed Him in purple, and he never saw it. 

The kicked Christ through the streets of Jerusalem with a rough wooden beam across His shoulders and He never saw it. 

He laid down on the beam.  They did not have to hold Him down.  Isaiah said he went “like a lamb to the slaughter”.   The Romans crucified people by the thousands.  In squelching the revolt of Spartacus they crucified 6000 men at one time.  They had seen it all before, but NEVER had one willingly laid down His life.  And while they were pounding the spikes through His wrists that Christ held there willingly the Centurion never got it. 

It was not until they lifted Him, and dropped Him jarringly down into a hole and Christ was hanging there that it clicked. 

Matthew 27:54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

The Disciples

If anyone should have understood Christ, If it should have clicked for anyone it should have been His disciples that had been with Him every day for years.  

They witnessed all his miracles. 

They heard all of His teachings. 

He spent time one on one with them explaining the kingdom of God.
They should have grasped it, understood His love, known Him.  But somehow…

Who art thou?
When will we see God?

When will we see the Father?
On and on the uncomprehending questions.   Until finally in frustration Jesus turns and lays it out for them. 

John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, 

“Lifted up”  is a reference to crucifixion not worship.  Jesus flat out told them, you will not understand who I am until you see me on that cross.  


The centrality of our faith is a cross not an upper room.  The beginning of understanding God is at the foot of that tree.  That is where it all starts for us.  That must be our passion.   

