The Peace Talks: Sermon Two

Garrison Keilor, author of the Lake Woebegon stories said his number one fear as a child was getting his tongue stuck on the water pump handle in the winter.

I used to make my dad sit beside my bed until I feel asleep so that the spiders would not get me.  

· Everyone has fears and worries.  Some make more sense than others, but for too many fear is a daily companion.  This should not be.  

· I Corinthians 7:15 says that we are called to peace

· Collosians 3:15 reiterates that we are called to peace and further declares that we are to be ruled by peace. 
(RECAP)

· True peace comes at three levels, that are all inter-connected: Peace with self, Peace with God, Peace with others.

· Peace is the deepest, truest desire of humanity.  More than prosperity, more than power, more than success as defined by world terms people want peace in their lives, homes, relationships, nations, and souls.

· Peace cannot be obtained at a negotiating table, or by disarming the nations, or through litigation, or by taking away guns, because the unrest, violence, and conflict is in our hearts.  True peace must start in our heart.

· Because peace must be in your heart, peace cannot be defined as the absence of trouble and conflict, but rather a presence that is manifested the strongest in times of trouble.  You cannot achieve peace by eliminating every potential source of conflict in your life, it has to be on the inside.  People who suffer from agoraphobia prove this time and again.  The will not leave the house, they insulate their lives from every potential trouble, then live in terror.  

· I told you that I probably could not give you a clear definition of peace, it is too broad.  There is no way I can begin to touch even all of the scriptural references and implications.  Nor can I give you a step-by-step approach to obtaining it.  What I can do is talk about where it comes from, what it does in our lives, where we are without it.  And my desire is that you will be inspired to pursue peace, with self, God, and each other. 

I ended the last sermon with this verse that seems to encapsulate the deepest longing of my heart.

Proverbs 3: 24  When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.  25  Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 26  For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.

This is what I desire, this is what the nations desire, this is what I want for my children.  And it is possible.  Not only is it possible, it has been promised to us.  

Promised Peace
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
Phillipians 4: 4  Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 5  Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 9  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

I want you to notice something about this “promised peace”.  The promises are conditional.  They are not absolute.  God makes some promises without conditions.  Example, Genesis 9:11 God promised He would never again destroy the world by flood.  That promise is without condition.  Under no circumstances will God destroy the earth by flood again.  These promises about peace are not so.  They are based on conditions.

· John 14/Isaiah 26 see shaded.

· Phillipians 4 The peace of God shall keep your hearts and minds.

· Rejoice in the Lord

· Let your moderation be known, don’t clutter up your life.

· Be careful for nothing, don’t worry.

· Pray, be thankful, make your needs known to God.

· Change the way you think.

Yes God will give you peace but because peace is such an internalized thing, (EMPHASIZE INTERNAL/If Jim and Lisa have a problem…) we have everything to do the degree to which peace reigns in our hearts and life.  True peace is the marriage of the mystical and the extremely practical. Don’t get mad at God because He promised you peace and you don’t have any peace if:

You indulge all your fears. 

You allow worry. 

You clutter up your life with excessive commitments. 

You never pray. 

You never thank God. 

You never ask God for help.  David cried to the Lord from the deep pit and the Lord rescued Him, but He did not keep David from walking into the slime hole. 

Your mind is not on God.  Thomas Merton setting his watch.  Think.  How is God supposed to infiltrate your world if you never think of Him?  It is no wonders some people’s lives are filled with fear, look at what they fill their mind with. American Werewolf In London

· Yes peace is promised to you, but it is conditional.  It is dependent to a degree on how you live your life.  There are some circumstances out of your control wherein only God can give you peace.   But even in those times you are in control of you mental disposition.  “Let not your heart be troubled…”

I asked a hundred people what they were afraid of.  And some fears were legitimate.  But many of them could have very practical solutions.  If you are fearful over finances quit spending more than you make.  If you’re worried about having a heart attack lose some weight, get some exercise.  If you’re worried about your marriage spend some time with your spouse, get some help.  

I guess what I am saying is God promised us peace, but like the land Abraham had to go walk on we need to posses the promise of peace. 

Possessing Peace
I told you I cannot give you a step-by-step plan that will bring peace into your life.  But I can tell you some things to do.  This is not a step-step plan.  It is a lifestyle.  It is certain disciplines you incorporate into your life.  That is why the Bible says to seek peace, pursue peace. 
You have a pretty good way to possess the promised peace of God based on the scriptures I have already given you.  Let me give you a few other things that may help you possess peace.

· There is a purpose at work. (Especially when dealing with things out of your control.)

· Hebrews 12:2 says that Christ was able to endure the cross because of the joy set before Him.  Understand that the circumstances of your life are part of a bigger picture.  Job did not know of the challenge issued by Satan and accepted by God.  Daniel did now know of a celestial war as he faithfully prayed.  Surrounding the seemingly mundane events of your life are happenings of cosmic proportions.  Start asking God to give you a glimpse of the bigger picture. 

· Joseph told his brothers that it was not them that sent him to Egypt, but God.  Quit labeling every bad thing of life evil and every good thing of God. Accept that God has a purpose, that you are involved in that purpose, that things do not happen by chance.  That God is at work. 

· It is God who exalts kings and puts down nations.  He is at work in the affairs of men.

· Fear and worry are insults to God.  This is what angered God when Israel was in the wilderness.
· Know what to worry about

· Do not worry about what you cannot change.  Your past (riff: Even if people hurt themselves it still hurts), other people, circumstances you cannot influence.  

· Do not worry about temporary things.  II Corinthians 4: 16  For which cause we faint not; We don’t loose it and go nuts but though our outward man perish, though everything go south on us yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, If it is temporary in nature its not that big of a deal worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; There is more important stuff going on 18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; The do not really matter but the things which are not seen are eternal. 5:1  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, If the very worst thing happens we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

· Be still
· Moses, standing at the edge of the Red Sea….
· Psalm 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God:
· Jumping around the Volkswagon, running from the “snake”.
The Imperative Of Peace
Peace enables you to embrace life’s problems. 
· Daniel laying down among lions.

· The Hebrew boys walking calmly about in the fire than annihilated everyone that got close to it.  The difference is not that the beliver does not have trouble it is that the trouble does not affect us.

· Paul declaring that he had been wealthy and he had been poverty-stricken yet was always happy because his source was internal not external.

· Stephen looking steadfastly into heaven as he was being stoned. 

· Enables fruitfulness

· Matthew 13/Mark 4/Luke 8 Tell the parable of the sower.  
1. This parable details the priorities of the enemy of you soul.

2. Fowls took the seed.   The number one priority of our enemy is to keep the Word of God from ever settling in our hearts so that we are not converted.

3. If he fails in that the Bible says that there were some that sprang up, then died, scorched by the sun.  One writer said they “fell away”.
4. If your enemy cannot get you to fall away he goes to priority number three.  The Bible says some seed took life, sprang up, but was unfruitful.  The way the enemy made them unfruitful was by choking them with the cares of life.

Luke 21 is a parallel to Matthew 24 and it speaks of a time when mens hearts will fail them for fear. 

Take heed to yourself lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting , drunkeness, and the cares of this life. 

· Is there something you worry about that falls into the categories that you should not worry about?

· Are you afraid?

· Are you fruitful?  

· Have you followed the steps of scripture that will allow you to possess peace?

· Do you understand God’s purpose in your life?

