The Peace Talks: Sermon Three

In my research and study about the subject of peace I came across a marvelous quote.  I wish I knew who to attribute it to.

“Peace is that glorious moment in history when everyone stops to reload.”
Doesn’t that totally sum up our expectations about peace?  The long history of humanity, and our own inner workings have taught us not to expect too much when it comes to peace.  You do not have to look too hard to understand why we are so jaded when it comes to our views on peace. 

· A major newspaper reported in 1968 that at that time there had been 14,553 known wars since 36 B.C. 

· Since 1945 there have been more than 70 wars and over 200 internationally significant outbreaks of violence.  

· Sky-rocketing divorce rates, incidents of domestic violence, suicides, violent crime, and racial tensions teach us that the unrest is not just between nations, but is just as prevalent in individuals. I am going to take it a step further and tell you that the violence between nations is a direct result of the violence in the hearts of individuals. 

When you look at all of this it is no wonder we are a bit jaded when we speak of peace.  Like many things, we talk about it more than we experience it. Hence we arrive at the quote:

 “Peace is that glorious moment in history when everyone stops to reload.”
Essentially saying that if there is an absence of conflict, no gun-fire, no screaming, no one beating us about the head then this must be peace!  This is the myth and the lie that peace is the absence of conflict.  In buying into this myth our expectations have been lowered. 

· Our expectations are so lowered that we sub-consciously rephrase that quote until the logic of it is how we define peace in a million different circumstances.

· Peace is that glorious moment when one spouse finally just stomps out of the argument.

· Peace is that glorious moment when we finally get the kids to bed.

· Peace is that glorious 20-minute drive home when neither our boss nor family can make demands on us. 

· Peace is the glorious few moments when we get intoxicated enough or inebriated enough to forget our pain, loneliness, or fear. The few moments before the pain of withdraw, hangover, guilt, remorse, and self recrimination begins to torment us.   

· Peace is that glorious few days of exhilaration between the time we make a new purchase and when the bill that we cannot pay arrives. 

Since as a race of people we do not understand peace, where it comes from, or how to get it, we take our little slices of pseudo-peace when and where we can.  This is the peace that the world gives that Jesus referred to in John 14:27.  It is temporary, momentary, and insufficient.  It is reliant on external sources.  

More Than A Moment
This is not what Jesus has promised you.  His is a peace that flows from the inside and helps you to walk through every day of your life. The epistle to the Collosians calls us to that peace and then promises that our lives can be ruled by that peace.  Think about that… (Collosians 3:15)  The reason that the peace of God is different is because it comes from an internal source that is always present, not external temporary circumstances.  It is different because its source is the eternal Prince of Peace, not temporary gratification of the flesh.  If every circumstance of life has to be perfect before you can be happy you will never be happy for long. (Ashton/Autism)  The peace of God does not require that all things be perfect. 

Phillipians 4:11 for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound:

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.  (Lots of peoples fears are about other people…remember what to worry about)  (This peace starts with not trying to derive it from external sources)

Proverbs 3: 24  When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.  25  Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 26  For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.

This peace of God is deep within, unaffected by circumstances, but borne out of a knowledge that God is my source, God is my help, God is my confidence. 

In light of all of this I must take some exception to the aforementioned quote.  While it is hilarious and as far as worldly peace goes, true, it is not a true statement about true peace. 

· True peace is not that “glorious moment when everyone stops to reload”.   True peace is manifested even as the bullets are flying and the bombs are going off. 

· True peace is laughter at the moment of life’s greatest tragedy.

· True peace is calm as the world disintegrates. 

· True peace is hope in the face of worst of human conditions. 

· True peace is taking life’s best shot right on the chin, smiling and knowing that even if the worst happens you will ultimately triumph. 

· As a matter of fact I submit to you from my own experience that the moments when peace is most prevalent is when all hell is breaking loose.   If I could refer back to something I touched on in the first sermon in this series, peace is not the absence of anything, it is not the absence of trouble, it is not that “glorious moment when everyone stops to reload”.  It is the presence of something very real, very powerful, at all times, even the worst of times.

· It is what enabled Paul to stand on the deck of a sinking ship in Acts 27 and tell his ship mates, “Fear not” & “Be of good cheer”.  They surely thought he had lost his mind.  But he went on to explain that God had made him some promises, and God would be faithful to his promises.  And since his faith was in God he could stand on the deck of a sinking ship with howling wind all around him and driving rain beating his back and be at peace.

This takes knowledge of Gods Word and an awareness of His presence, but it is possible. 

The song-writer Eric Clapton wrote a song about the death of his toddler son entitled “No Tears In Heaven”.  The song contains this phrase about death, “Beyond the door, there is peace I am sure”.  While that is true let me assure your heart that for the spirit-filled, child of God you do not have to wait for death to have peace.  

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

Luke 12: 22  And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, DO NOT WORRY what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. 23  The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.24  Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? 25  And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? 26  If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest? 27  Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28  If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 29  And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful FEARFUL AND WORRIED mind.  30  For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. 31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.   

GOD WANTS TO GIVE YOU PEACE

Collosians 1 lets us know that we were the enemies of God.  Without peace.  But verse 21 lets us know that Christ “made peace by His blood”.  He wants to give you peace so badly that He went to Calvary in part to insure your peace.  

Ephesians 2:12  remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 14  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15  by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16  and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17  He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.

· This passage has made me to realize how scarcely I have scratched the surface of this subject.  

· Christ is our peace!

· Having abolished the division with the sacrifice of His own flesh.

· How badly He wants us to have peace. He suffered the indignity and shame and pain of Calvary to bring a message of peace to the world.  Peace comes with our reconciliation with our creator.  With the reestablishment of that friendship that was destroyed in Eden.  

It is amazing how all study in God’s Word will bring you back time and again to Calvary.  I set out weeks ago studying the subject of peace.  Only to learn that Christ is our peace.  Only to dig further and understand that the raging conflict in every person is a conflict between fallen flesh and a spirit nature.  Only to dig further and understand that Christ resolved that conflict on Calvary.  Dug further to understand I can eliminate every problem of life and not have peace but because Christ broke down the barrier between God and Man God can now give me what I could never get on my own. 

You can clear all the weeds from a patch of ground and not have a garden.  You have to plant some flowers.  Flowers and weeds are more a garden than bare ground.  Even if your life has some weeds you can still have peace. You can eliminate all the weeds and not have a garden, and you can eliminate all the problems and not have peace.  There will be a day when there are no more weeds.  There will come a day of perfect, everlasting peace.  But you don’t have to die and go to heaven to know peace.  You may have to do some weeding, but if you work on that God will see to it there are some flowers giving perfume and beauty to the whole garden that is your life. 
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