The Peace Talks: Sermon Four

I bought one hundred people a cup of coffee for allowing me to ask them one question; “What are you afraid of?  What worries you most in life?”.
There were numerous things about the answers that really amazed me.  But I guess the most amazing things were;

· They were all afraid of something.

· The number of fears about things they had no control over, most notably other people.

· The number of worries and fears that were a direct result of peoples own behavior.

I remember early in the first Clinton campaign Mike Wallace said that America would come to know Clinton as a man that carried a storm with him every where he went.    A lot of people that do not have peace in their lives carry their own personal little storm with them every where they go.  Change of venue, circumstance, or personnel will not make the clouds go away.  I love the quote by John Maxwell, “If John and Gary have a problem, and John and Trisha have a problem, and John and Derrick have a problem, chances are John has a problem”.  Some people just carry their own little storm around.  They have no peace in their life and usually some of their rain and clouds will drift onto people around them.  Much of our lack of peace is our own doing.   I think there are three things, or three conditions people get in that rob peace out of their life.

1) They are carnal. 

2) They are divided 

3) They violate God’s Law. 

The Crisis Of The Carnal
Carnal simply means “fleshly”  or “of the flesh”, not spiritual.

· Carnal people are:

· Sensual

· Materialistic

· Self-centered.

· Romans 8: 5  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

· If you are spiritual it brings life and peace.  (The thing we all want)

· But a fleshly mind, or a carnal person is in warfare with God, who is the source of all peace.  

· Is it any wonder carnal people are not at peace.  

· This is why all of the success in the world, riches beyond measure, fame and renown cannot bring you peace if it is achieved outside of God.  If you are carnal, not spiritual, you are in enmity or enemies with God. 

I Corinthians 3:3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

· Paul places a direct link between being carnal and strife.  He says that the source of our strife is our own fleshly desires. 

· I was puzzled by his seeming criticism that we walk as men.  How are we supposed to walk?   Then I realize, he is writing to redeemed Christians.  And there is a basic understanding we should have.

“We are not fleshly creatures looking for a spiritual experience,

we are spirit-beings living a fleshly experience.”

· We should not walk as carnal men, who are little better than animals.  We should not walk as creatures that are one rung up the evolutionary ladder from orangutans.   Preoccupied and obsessed with our fleshly desires.  

· In Maslows hierarchy of animals food is the first priority, shelter the second, reproduction the third.  When we walk as animal men we pursue the same hierarchy. 

· We should walk like spiritual men.  Like Christ.

I Corinthians 15:  44 If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45  So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being" ; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46  The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47  The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 48  As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49  And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.
· We are to become spiritual men and women.  And not walk like men. 

· If we do not carry the same obsessions as the earthly men we will not have the strife they have, but we will possess the peace of the heavenly man.

Galations 3: 27  For as many of you as have 

been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

I Peter 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

The crisis of the carnal is that we are at war with God as long as we are in this carnal state.  And that leads to war with others.  And it is not external circumstances that cause it, it is our own state of being.

James 4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

The Despair Of The Divided
One of the greatest sources of distress in a human life is when what we are on the inside does not match what we portray on the outside.  

If you are a Christian on the outside and not on the inside you are going to be in constant conflict.  And conflict of the worst kind, with yourself. 

There are too many people walking around with the raging internal civil war.  Since they have no peace with self it is ridiculous to think they are going to have peace with any one else.  

Perhaps none could describe it better than David, a man that knew a little something about putting up a front, about hiding his sin, about being a hypocrite.  He wrote of the period of time that he hid his sin from God.

· Psalm 32:2 Blessed is the man in whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

· Not the obvious conflict, David said he was keeping silent, and yet went about roaring all the day long.  The roaring is this internal struggle against self.

· Part of him was wanting to reveal the source of the pain another part squelching it.  The result was that the very structure of his life was full of pain and agony. 

· The NIV says that “my bones wasted away and my strength was sapped as in the heat of the summer”.
· Finally the only way David could get peace was to reconcile what he was on the inside with what he was projecting.  

Luke 11:17 Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house falleth.

The Assault Comes To What You Project

It is so vital that we Christians begin to understand the need to be real, transparent, and honest.  That is going to come with cutting each other some slack and allowing for each others weakness’ and mistakes.  There is a real danger associated with projecting an image that is more powerful and victorious than our life actually is.

In First Samuel Four the Bible tells of a day the Isrealites lost a battle with the Phillistines.   They knew they had to face them again the next day, so the fetched the ark, and had a pep rally. And shouted so loud that the Bible says the earth rang.  There were some sinful conditions that caused them to lose the battle, but rather than deal with them they just shouted.  The Phillistines heard it and decided that Israel sounded like they were really getting ready for a fight, so the redoubled their effort and resolved to fight even harder the next day.  They slaughtered 30,000 Israelites. 

There are a lot of Christians shouting better than they live.  Please understand that is a dangerous way to live, because your enemy is going to attack you at the level of your shout.   The ferocity at which he is going to to come at you is directly related to the level of living you are projecting.

There is a little ditty that has floated around the advertising community for years that we would do well to remember.  

Said the tiger to the lion as they drank beside the lake;

“Why do you roar so loud?  Tis an awful noise you  make.”

Said the lion to the tiger, with a twinkle in his eye;

“Cuz I am the king of the beasts, and it pays to advertise.”

The rabbit overhearing, said “I am tired of being weak.”

So he attempted a mighty roar, but out came just a squeek.

The tiger overheard it and had luncheon in the woods.

The moral: Do not advertise unless you’ve got the goods.

We need righteousness on the inside, godliness in our heart, Christlikeness in our mind and soul.  And when we do the depth, and power, and richness of our lives will speak for itself.  

Peace will come when what we are on the inside matches what we project on the outside. 

· The Lament Of The Law-Breaker
A particular stranger came to the first man.  This first man had named all the creatures, and beheld the world when it was brand new.  Yet there came into the Paradise He inhabited a stranger.  Silent, more silent than the birds that slipped unheard through the air.  Stealthier than the great cats that wandered the tall grass.  More subtle than even the deceptive serpent was this stranger. He arrived quite unannounced and his arrival was frigid and we have never recovered.

In one hundred conversations over several weeks I heard his name many times.  He comes in a million different cloaks.   I heard it again today when I asked a young lady my question, and she replied “I am afraid of…”
The first time man made fears acquaintance was when man first broke Gods law.  (Genesis 3:10)  And at the breaking of the law fear became man’s companion.

· Most people in our day are so shallow that they are fixated on the here and now.  But there were a few that told me, 

· “I am afraid of death, and what comes after”.   

· “I am afraid my life is not what it could be and should be.”  

· “I am afraid the values I have embraced maybe are not what I thought they were.”

Time constrains me from delving into the theology of it.  But suffice it to say that if you choose to break God’s law and live your life apart from it this will be your lament, “I am afraid…”  This is the lament of the law-breaker.

· But there is good news.  

· The flesh will always put up a fight.

· It is an ongoing struggle to have integrity and be true.

But if you lack peace because you have violated the law this is perhaps the most easily resolved.

I John 2:1  My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

I John 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

As a matter of fact this simple act is the resolution to each of these.

· It is in repentance we crucify the carnal man.

· It is in repentance we find and maintain integrity.

· It is in repentance and the receiving of the grace of God that we find forgiveness of our breaking of the law.

· The crisis of the carnal is resolved in our repentance and God’s grace.

· The despair of the divided is eradicated in our repentance and God’s grace.

· The lament of the lawbreaker is turned to joy, singing, and laughter by our repentance and God’s grace.

