The Only Thing You Will Ever Run Out Of

Exodus 16:12 I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God. 13 And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. 14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. 15 And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat. 16 This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for them which are in his tents. 17 and the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less. 18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating. 19 And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. 20 notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them.

The Israelites, new to the business of trusting in the Lord for their daily sustenance could not resist trying to stockpile a little extra manna.  No doubt there were among them people who had suffered deprivation and extreme hunger while enslaved in Egypt.  They had learned that if there was food you got all you could because you just never knew when you would get to eat again.  So that first day that God miraculously spilled food on the ground for them they could not resist the temptation to stockpile a little extra.  And Moses was angry with them. 

He had to teach them that as long as they were walking with God the supply would not cease.  And indeed he was right.   Every day as sure as the rising sun God placed their food there for them.  And miraculously the leather that made up the sandals did not dry and crack, as it should.  The fibers in their garments did not fray and wear thin.  A massive stone poured out life giving water in the arid desert.  They were made to understand that when you are walking with God there are some things you will never run out of.  You don’t have to worry about tomorrow.  When the sun rises the provision will be there because the source of the supply is inexhaustible and limitless. 

What You Will Not Run Out Of
The Apostle Paul related the lesson that God and Moses taught to the nation of Israel to the Phillipian Church.  

Phillipians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
We have to learn brothers and sisters that as long as we are walking with God there are some things we just will not run out of.  

In WWI Winston Churchill was the First Lord of the Admiralty.  Part of his job was to keep the fighting force supplied with ammunition for the various weapons they were using to wage war.  He later said, “They kept telling me that we would run out of brass, that we would run out of lead, that we would run out of steel, that we would run of explosives.  They kept telling me that we would run out of this or that until in the end the only thing we ran out of was Germans.”  Please understand dear child of God, you who are under such heavy fire, that you are not going to run out of the essential elements of your victory.  

God is not supplying your need out of a coffer that has a certain measure and no more.

He has not tapped a reserve that is of a finite amount. 

His resources are not on a budget.
He has not had to resort to rationing His supply hoping to cover your current crisis.

You will not have to budget His blessing in order to make it sufficient.

You will not have to stretch what He supplies to make it cover your need. 

Rather the Apostle declared that He is supplying your need “according to His riches in glory”.

If you look in scripture, any time God supplied a need there was always something to spare.  

When He fed 5000 with a little boys lunch there were 12 baskets of fragments left over.
When He filled the nets of the fishermen, He filled them to the point that they were overflowing and breaking.

He did not just heal the sick, he forgave them of their sins.
He promised through the OT prophet to not just take away our sadness, but to give us joy as well.

He promised to not just take away our sin, but to make us righteous.
Any time God supplies a need there is always something to spare. 

You will not run out of peace.
You will not run out of joy.

You will not run out of strength.

You will not run out of grace.

You will not run out of blessing.

You will not run out of your daily bread. 

You will not run out of any of these things because your source is inexhaustible and infinite.   Your source is so big that it is not accurate to say that He inhabits the whole universe, rather, the universe is contained inside of Him.   

Let me tell you beloved, quite stockpiling manna, God will take care of tomorrow.   Quite fussing and grasping and worrying about it. 

But that is not really my message to you.  I don’t come to preach about all the things you will never run out of.  I do not come to preach about the endless supply of manna; I come to preach to you about the only thing you will ever run out of.  

The Only Thing You Will Ever Run Out Of
The Great Winston Churchill said he never ran out of that, which he needed to fight, the only thing he ran out of was someone to fight.   I come to tell you the only thing you will ever run out of.  

I know some of you are watching the dwindling of your resources.
I know some of you are feeling the waning of your strength.

I know all too well that some of us are watching what seem to be the last grains of our peace pour from between our fingers.
I know some of us face the rising tide of anxiety and are feeling the heavy clouds of fear and anxieties threaten our joy.

Some of us have fought temptation until we fear we have expended grace. 

But hear me please child of God, you will run out of none of those things.  

You want to know the only thing you will ever run out of?

Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

The only thing you will ultimately run out of are the things

that cause you pain and the tears you shed over them.

Is it all right if I refocus our heart on a central tenet of our faith?  This world is not our home.  Jesus declared in John 17 that His children are not “of the world”.  There is another life after this one.  There is a better place.   I have said all I have said up to this point simply to turn your heart to heaven.  

There is coming a day my brothers and sisters, when we shall leave this earthly realm to inhabit a heavenly one.  

I Thessalonians 4: 16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

This is our great hope.  Not that God will supply our daily need here.   That should just be a given.  Our great hope is that one day our bridegroom will come and rapture us from this place of sorrow, toil,  and tribulation.  I don’t know why we don’t talk about it more, I don’t know why we don’t sing about it more, I don’t know why we don’t drive it deep into our soul.  We used to speak and sing of it often.  Don’t ya wanna go to that land/ Soon and very soon we are going to see the king  There is a better day, and a better place awaiting us.  There is a place where we shall cease from trouble and we will be at rest.  

Don’t Love The Manna Too Much

The reason we don’t talk about may be because we rather like it where we are.  Maybe we like are old stock-piled, maggot-infested manna.  Maybe heaven holds no appeal because we have come to like desert living. Don’t get me wrong.  I am thankful for the provision of the Lord.   “Daily He loadeth me with benefits.”  But the best down here cannot compare with what is too come on the other side.    There is not a house in Plano that I would trade for my hope in heaven.  There is not a car that I would rather drive down here than set my weary foot on streets of gold.  There is no accolade of men I am willing to receive if it means I will not hear “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”

Don’t get too enamored of the manna, it is after all only manna.  Some of us get so excited over the daily supply that we miss the big picture.  We are getting out of here.  Don’t love this place too much.  It is after all, at its best a desert.   And beyond that Jordan there is a land that flows with milk and honey.  

I may never get the recognition and accolades I think I deserve here.  But I have a promise in the Word of God. 

II Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

I may never move my family from the cramped, small dwelling on 1633 Japonica.  But I have a promise from the Word of God.

John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Where I (The Prince of Peace) am Isaiah 9:6
Where I (The Light of the World) am John 9:5
Where I (The Living Water and Bread of Life) am John 4/6/7
Where I (The God of all Comfort) am II Corinthians 1:3

I may not, in this lifetime, become the man I hope to be.  I may never fully vanquish my own demons.  But I have a promise from the Word of God.

I John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
I may never have all I want in this world, but it is just manna and desert sand anyway.  I will never run out of what I need.  The only things I will run out of are the things that cause me pain and the tears I shed over them. 

What makes a life good is not always what is in it; sometimes it is what is not in it.  In Revelation 21 John list for us all those things which are in Heaven.  Some of them are awesome. But God knows that it is not just that which is there that makes it wonderful, it is wonderful because of the which He will not allow.  

Revelation 21:27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie:

Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse: 

Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; 
