The Message From The World To The Church

Luke 16:8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.

I grew up in a somewhat isolated environment.  I have been in church my whole life and we grew up with a very particular set of beliefs and a very specific life philosophy.  Growing up there was a very clear distinction made between people in the church and people who were not part of the church.  

There were Christians and non-Christians. 

There was them and us. 

There was the church and the world. 

There were the saints and the aints. 

Everyone was either classified as a saint or a sinner.
And the line of demarcation was basically anybody that was not exactly like us.  This is how you knew if they were of the world.  (That was a phrase used a lot, the world.)  The Bible talks about the evil world system and it is referring to exactly that, a system of demonic power that rules the world.  But in my childhood that term was extended to include all of the people living in the world.  We took every scriptural admonition about the world and interpreted it to include all of the people around us. 

“Love not the world…neither the things that are in the world…”

“Ye are in the world but not of the world…”

Come out from among them and be ye separate sayeth the Lord…”

If they differed even slightly from us they were suspect of playing for the other team.  We were isolated, secluded, sterilized, suspicious of the whole world and proud of it.  

It was us against the world.  And the world was anybody not just like us. (7-Up)

I did not have any friends that did not attend our church. 

I played with no kids from the neighborhood. 

We were not part of any community group.
We had nothing to do with the world, and by our definition, none of the people in it, because we believed and were taught that not only were they sinners, not only were they different, not only were they godless, but they were also our enemy.  We believed that:

They wanted to make us godless heathen just like them. 

They wanted to corrupt us.

They wanted to turn all our men into drunken, womanizing, wife beaters.
They wanted to turn all of the women into good time party girls with questionable morals. 

They wanted to get all the kids into gangs and hook them on drugs. 

Everyone that did not go to our church practiced satanic witchcraft in their basement. 

They all did drugs and participated in lewd behavior that cannot be mentioned in mixed company. 

They were our enemy, so we feared them, avoided them, were suspicious of them, preached against them, and had nothing to do with them.  Which made it very hard to win them to Jesus Christ.  No great mystery that the church did not have explosive growth.  We viewed our target audience as the enemy.  

Among the greatest, successful strategies of Satan is when he convinced the church that the world (people in it) is their enemy.  This strategy fulfills two purposes:

1. It keeps us from fulfilling our mission. 

Mark 16:15 And Jesus said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

It is hard to go into the world when we don’t want to have anything to do with them, what’s more we are terrified of them.  

2. It keeps us from fighting the real enemy, Satan. 

I Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Sinners are not your enemy, Satan is. 

The gay community is not the enemy of the church, Satan is. 

Hollywood may be a cesspool, but it is not the enemy.  Satan is. 
Your unchurched neighbors are not your enemies.  Satan is. 

The adherents to world-religions other than Christianity are not the enemies, Satan is.  

The Three-Fold Revelation
This was a revelation for me.  Some of you look like you were pretty much aware of what I am saying.  I was not.  I was shocked when I started studying the life of Christ and made an astounding discovery.  Actually, I discovered three things.  

1. It is ok to hang out with sinners. 

Matthew 9:10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?

Matthew 11:19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.

Luke 15:1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

He hung out with sinners.  That is who He came for.  They were the reason for the incarnation.   They were the driving force that propelled Christ up Calvary.    This was an amazing discovery to me.  That it was okay to be around people in the world.  Then I started wondering what else have I been wrong about concerning these people in the world?  I started studying these strange creatures and made an even more amazing discovery.   

2. People in the world are just like me.

We are separated only by the fact that God’s grace has been manifest in my life and not yet in theirs. 

I Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 11  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Before I was washed, sanctified, and justified by the Spirit of God I was just like them, and they are just like me.  We are not so different after all.  The only thing that makes me any different is that I have received grace and the indwelling Spirit of God lives in me.   The third discovery was simply the logical conclusion of all that I had learned and discovered. 

3. The people in the world want the same things I do. 

They want their families to succeed. 

They want their kids to be healthy and well adjusted. 

They want peace in their lives. 

They don’t want to worry and be anxious any more. 

They don’t want to feel guilty. 

They want a purpose beyond their own self. 

They want a life of significance.  

They want a place where they feel like they matter and belong.

They want to know that when they die all will be well with their soul.
These people I have been suspicious of, fearful of, critical of, condemning and dismissive of really want the same things I want.  And every thing we both want can be found in Jesus Christ.  I know this.  How do I get them to realize it?  

The Message To The World
So armed with my new understanding I found a new focus. Before my focus had been keeping as far away from the world as possible.  Now I am trying to do every thing I could to get them to hear my message.  They need what we have so we have to reach them with our message.  And after years of frustrating attempts we came to a conclusion. I have heard it stated over pulpits and around dinner tables.   They don’t want to hear our message.  They really don’t want what we have.  If they did they would listen to our message.  They would listen to what we have to say.  

But why should they stop and listen to us, when we have never stopped to listen to them.  Well, we don’t need to listen because we have the truth, right?  Them heathens need to be listening to us.  But Jesus said there are times when the children of the world are wiser than the children of light, and just maybe they have something to say, and if we would slow down just a little and quit trying to ram our message down their throat we would hear something that would allow us to connect with them and really share Jesus Christ.  

The message of Jesus Christ to the world is of utmost importance.  But is only valuable if they hear it.  And we may never know how to communicate it until we listen to what they have to say.  I propose to you that before we make one more attempt to preach our message to the world we take a few minutes and listen to what the world is saying to us. 

The Message From The World
If we would just listen they are talking to us every day in every way.  

Every headline about violence should scream at us that there is a world starving for the peace of God. 

Every study about suicide, depression, and anxiety that is published is a billboard to the church that the world is ready for the strength that only comes from the joy of the Lord. 

Every frustrated scientist wringing their hands about a new disease is a cry for a divine healer.
The growing domestic violence crisis in this country is a full throated roar for God to once again become Lord of homes and families. 

The seemingly insatiable consumer appetite is a ringing testimonial for the deep spiritual hunger that has our world by the throat.  

We have been so busy trying to get them to listen to us we have not listened to them and as a result have bought into this devilish lie that they don’t want our message.  So we preach to each other, sing to each other. Have great church while the world that wants what we want, and longs for what we pray for cries unheeded at the church doors.  They don’t hear us and we don’t hear them.  And the responsibility to make the connection lies with us.  

The first rule of communication is listen.  First seek to understand, then you will know how to be understood.  You think they want to destroy us?  

Gideon 
Gideon was on his way to fight the armies of the Midianites.  He had just three hundred men armed with lamps and trumpets.  No swords, no guns, no spears.  Just a lamp, and a trumpet.  

Judges 7:12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude. 13  And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. 14  And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. 15  And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian.

Gideon snuck up alongside the tent.  Trembling and shaking because he didn’t have enough, or so he thought. 

Not enough experience. 

Not enough men.

Not enough weapons. 

But at least he was smart enough to listen to what they were saying.  And one guy was telling his buddy.  I know it sounds crazy, but that Gideon is fixing to run over us like we are so much fluff.  I do believe their God is greater than our gods and I do believe He has delivered us into their hands. 

If we would just listen we would hear a world that knows their way is not working.  It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure our which marriages are making it and which are not.  Who has the kids that are blessed and who doesn’t.  Which life is manifesting peace in troubled times and which life is tormented and fearful.  

If we would listen to the message from the world we would know that what we have is more than enough.  

We have light: Jesus Christ. 

And it is time we quit skulking about and get noisy: Trumpet.

Rahab

Joshua sent spies into Canaan to figure out how they could take the land.  These spies met a woman named Rahab in Jericho.

Israel did not come into their promise once before because they did not believe they could take the land.  They got right to edge, faltered, and wound up wandering in the wilderness for forty years.  Now here they come again.  But instead of just taking a look and running away, this time they decided to listen.  The spies met a woman named Rahab.

Joshua 2:8 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof; 9 And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 11 And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.

· I know God has destined you for victory. 

· You’re afraid of us?  We are afraid of you.

· Everybody knows how powerful your God is.  We can all see what He has done.  

· We are more aware of how powerful your God is than you are.  We see how blessed your life is and we know you are not that smart, it must be your God.  

· For forty years, every since you came out of Egypt we have known.  There are people that have been watching you since the day you got saved, just wondering why it is taking you so long to get to them. 

· They don’t even have what it takes to resist you. 

If we would listen to the world we would:

· quit doubting

· quit waiting

· operate from a position of power not defense. (Quit acting like a telemarketer.)

· get the courage to seize our moment of promise.   

