The Lord Of The Temple

Matthew 21:12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 13  And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them.

1) We are in the week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  We are in the week between the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem and His crucifixion and resurrection.  I have preached much lately about the crucifixion, and the events leading up to the resurrection.  But in this sermon I want to focus on one singular event that happened, between His triumphal entry, and His death burial and resurrection. It will be important for you to understand the mood of the city.  This was in the height of the Jewish spiritual calendar.  They were leading up to the Passover feast, the High Holy Day of their faith.  The city was full and the temple was the center of most of the activity.  There was an air of jubilation and hope.  Christ rode into the city to the welcoming cries of the multitude, for there was beginning to be some acceptance of His message.  They shouted “Hosanna” which can be translated, “Save” or “Saved”.  The crowd was agreeing with the understanding that the Christ would “save the people from their sin”. Who He was and the significance of His presence was beginning to break through.  (This will be important)

In this electric, excited atmosphere Christ entered into the temple.  There were money changers there.  Exchanging currency at a nice profit for all of the people that had come to the city for Passover.  There were animals in stalls that were being sold to people so that they could be offered in the sacrifices of the Holy event.  

· There was no worship going on there.

· There was no prayer being offered up there.

· The purpose of the temple had been perverted and it was now a place of commerce.

2) Something erupted in the heart of Christ.  From his outer garment He fashioned a whip.  He did not ask anyone to leave.  He drove them out of that place.  If you harmonize the accounts in to gospels you will get a composite picture of tables being spilled, blows, shouts, and violence.  It was a physical confrontation with spiritual implications.  I want to talk to you about this event that falls between the Triumphal Entry, and the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Christ.   I fear that because of the import of the bracketing events the significance of this act will be lost.  There are three dangers you can be spared from if you will look closely at this event.  

3) The loss of sacred significance.

4) Accepting the mission of Christ while rejecting Histhe method.  

5) Having Christ as your guest, not your Lord.  

The Loss Of Sacred Significance
In the book of Ezra the story is told of the rebuilding of the temple.  At the dedication of the rebuilt temple the Bible says that the people shouted with joy, sang, and worshipped.  However, in the middle of all the celebration there were some old men who remembered the first temple. 

Ezra 3:11  And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.  12  But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: 13  So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off.
· The old men remembered the glory of the first temple.  They were present when the Shekinah, the manifest glory of God descended so that the priest were unable to minister.  And they wept because what they saw in front of them was a very pale shadow of what was supposed to be. 

· The young men shouted because it was not as significant to them.

· The young men shouted because they did not know what it was supposed to be.

· The young men shouted because it was for them as good as anything they had ever known.

· The old men wept because something had changed, something had been lost.

· The old men wept because they remembered how when the first house was built it was built in sacredness, no sound of hammer, saw, or chisel.

· The old men wept because there was no Shekinah.   

· I think the same feelings that made the old men weep in Ezra are the same feelings that outraged the Lord when He walked into the Temple. 

· It is not supposed to be like this.

· It is supposed to be a house of prayer.

· It is supposed to be entirely different. 

· He was outraged at the casual callousness with which the things of God were treated.

It was not the treatment of the building, it was the disregard for God. How they treated His house was just an outgrowth of how they felt about Him.

The first temple was built out of a passionate desire to bring the presence of God near.  The second out of nationalistic pride.  

When Jesus entered the temple he found a people for whom their faith had degenerated into lifestyle, business, and a means to an end.  But no real passion.  

Mark says that he not only knocked over the tables and through out the businessmen, but he would not allow anyone to carry a vessel through the temple.  (Mark 11:16)  The temple was a huge complex, in the heart of the city.  It had gates in all four directions.  And sometimes it was easier for merchants that needed to transfer material from one point of the city to the other to cut through the temple grounds.  Jesus was sending a message that no longer would God be a matter of convenience.  He was establishing that there was sacredness to the things of God.  They were not to be taken lightly.  They did not exist just to make things more convenient for people. But there is holiness about God, and the things of God.  And God should be approached with a little awe, and a lot of reverence.  And it should be understood that in God is eternity, and in God there is everything sacred, true, and holy.  

I do not understand a blasé approach to God.  I do not understand yawning my way through worship and sleeping through the life givign Word of God.  I am frustrated by a faith of convenience that is too timid to make any demand on any body passing through.   We just want to accommodate every one and make sure we don’t offend anybody.  

Matthew 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

People who lose sacred significance don’t get the purpose of God.  They can sit in the house of God and not understand what it is for.  They can rejoice over something that is far shallower than the experience God intended.  Because they do not understand sacred significance they do not understand God. 

In Luke 19 as Christ was entering the city the crowd was worshipping him and the Pharisees told Christ to silence His disciples.   I find it strange that these men would tolerate the violation of the holiness of God, but did not understand true worship.  

When you no longer understand sacred significance you not only do not understand the purpose of God, you will not understand true worship.  You need to look close at an enraged Christ cleaning out His house. 

Agreeing With Christ’ Mission But Not His Method
As Christ rode into Jerusalem the crowd shouted Hosannas.  As I already told you, they were beginning accept Him as the Christ.  So they shouted Savior, or Saved. This was the mission of Christ.  The angel had told Mary that this would be His purpose, His mission.

Matthew 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
The people were beginning to understand His mission.  Yet one week later these same people who shouted Hosannas with joy and jubilation were shouting “away with him”, “crucify him”, and “give us Barrabas”  The most significant event between these two days was the cleaning of the temple.  Apparently they liked His mission, they just were not real happy with how He set out to do it.  

· Namman in the OT wanted to be cured of leprosy, he just didn’t want to bathe in the Jordan.

· The RYC wanted eternal life, he just didn’t want to sell all He owned to get it. 

· Every one agrees with the mission.  It is the method they choke on. 

· I can get everyone with me if I am preaching about divine prosperity.  But when I start preaching about tithing and stewardship….

· You see, the people though He would save them by overthrowing Rome, not their business.  But you better understand something about Christ.  If you ask Him to be your savior the first thing He is going to do is crawl all up in your business.  He will probably throw some things out, tear some stuff up, drive some things out of your life.  I want God to save me by taking all the bad out of the world, but His first priority will be to clean me up.  I want Him to save me…I agree with the mission. But I have to come in line with the method as well.  

· Forgive people so that I can be forgiven.

· Seek first the kingdom of God ahead of all my own desires.

· Turn the other cheek, and count it all joy when men revile me and persecute me.

· Love my neighbor as myself.

· Mortify the deeds of the flesh and walk every day in the spirit. 

· Drink from the cup He drank of and be baptized with His baptism.

· Confess my sins.
I want Him to save me I am just not so sure I want Him all up in my business turning my life upside down. 

Having Him As a Guest, But Not As Lord
I go a lot of places, I have been the guest in a lot of pulpits and a lot of homes.  But there is only one place I feel comfortable rearranging it to suit me.  That is 1633 Japonica.   My house.  I go into homes and I may not decorate the way they do, I may not clean like them, I may not let my kids jump on the furniture the way they allow theirs to.  But I don’t have any right to change it.  It is not my house.  But my house will pretty much be the way I want it. 

Jesus walked into the temple, and said: “Lets get one thing straight, this is my house.”  There was a reason he felt the liberty to chuck them out on their head was because He was not coming in as an invited guest, He was coming in as the LORD of that house.  And as such He did not have to tolerate anything He did not like.  

I Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

The question is this; Is He dwelling in you as your invited guest, or as the Lord of that temple?

The reason some of us are struggling with addictions, strongholds, oppressions, and habits that we cannot shake is because we have Him as an invited guest.  If you would ever make Him the Lord of the Temple He would drag all that junk up out of you by the scruff of its nappy neck and deliver you.  

Right now you have him cohabitating with God only knows what.  We are not unlike Saul who liked the anointed playing of David only enough to soothe the demons inside Him, but not enough to actually drive the demon out.

You will get your deliverance when you make Him the Lord of the Temple.  

When we restore sacred significance.

When we align with not just His mission but His method.

When we make Him the Lord of the Temple, not just an invited guest.

Then the hurting start coming, and healing starts flowing.  

