The Leaf-Eaters

Collosians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

All trees are comprised of essentially two parts.   There is the part that you can see.   The trunk, branches, and leaves.  This is the part above the surface of the ground that waves in the wind. This is the part that you can see.   But there is another part, down below the surface of the ground.  There is a root system extending deep into the earth.  It is from this system that the plant or tree draws its life.  This is the system that absorbs the water and the food that sustain the plant.  

Just as all plant life is comprised of two parts, so are humans.  I know we are more technically three part creatures; body, soul, and spirit.  But for the sake of what I want to say to you in this sermon lets just say that we are comprised of two parts.   There is this body that we inhabit, the part of us that can be touched, the part of us that can be seen.   But there is another part to us.  It is invisible and intangible, but every bit as real as the body that you now occupy.  Perhaps that hidden part of a man or a woman is even more real.  Because the day will come when this body will die, but the

Hidden part of you will live on forever.  

Because we can see and touch a body we tend to think of that as the primary part of a person, but that is just not true.  It is a restriction of your fuller self.  It is a temporary housing for the real part of you.  That body is not really you.  This is what the Apostle was explaining in II Corinthians 5.

II Corinthians 5:1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling,3  because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5  Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 We live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
The most basic fallacy of humanity is to believe that the visible part is the most important part. Pascal expressed it thusly...  “We think we are human in search of a spiritual experience, when the truth is we are spirit beings living a human experience”.  But we don’t seem to be able to grasp the truth of that.  So we focus on the externals and neglect the hidden part. 

Just as plants are comprised of two parts.  Just as we are two part creatures.  So also there is to be two dimensions in our life in Christ.  The Apostle wrote to the church at Collose and said you must be “rooted” and “built up”.  It is not enough manifest the external forms of faith if you there is not a hidden depth in God. 

The Significance Of The Roots
You do not have to be a botanist to understand that the most important part of a plant is what is growing beneath the soil.  Jesus understood this all to well. 

When Jesus was coming into Jerusalem He came by a fig tree.  Being hungry He searched the tree, and finding no fruit He cursed the tree.  The Bible says in Mark 11:20 that the tree dried up from the roots.  Christ knew where to curse the tree so that it would die.  If you curse the leaves they grow back, if you curse the branches they grow back, if you curse the bark it grows back, if you curse the trunk it grows back.   But curse the roots, curse the life giving source of the whole tree and it will all die. 

Life is in the roots.

In Luke 3 John was preaching.  And he told the people how God would deal with unproductive people.  He said, “The ax is laid at the roots”.  If you want to kill something you have to kill it at the root. 

Life is in the roots.
Your life is not in all of the external things you think it is.  It is in your hidden part.  It is in the unseen part.  This is why the wise man said in Proverbs 4:23;

 Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.

In your hidden inner part is where life is. It is in the root.  This is why Jesus taught us in Matthew 10:28;

Matthew 10:28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Do not fear disease.
Do not fear misfortune that affects the material realm.

Do not fear deprivation of sensate, material things. 

Do not fear want of physical objects.

Do not fear what can happen to your tangible assets of this life.
Rather, your concern should be over what is going on with your soul.  Your concern should be on your inner life.  Your concern should be on the well being of your material man.  But we have so reversed the teaching of Christ.

We insure our house and car, but neglect to insure our peace by living according to right principles. We protect our physical man by watching our diet, what we intake into our system, how we rest, while we brutalize our hidden man by a steady stream of carnality and spiritual poison.  We are all about the trunk, we are all about the branches, we are all about the leaves, we are all built up.  But to our own peril we neglect the essence of our life, our roots, our hidden man.  

When The Root Dies
There is an old nursery rhyme about “when then bow breaks”, but I tell you the real danger is not when the bow breaks, but when the roots fails.  

At the house I lived in when I was a small boy in California there was an enormous, gorgeous, old peach tree in the back yard.  It was massive.  Thick trunk, heavy limbs.  I climbed and played on it by the hour.  One spring there was a storm.  Not heavy, not vicious.   A spring rain with some light wind and distant thunder.  But in the morning that massive tree had collapsed and the heavy limbs had dug into the earth.   We called a man to come cut it up and haul it away.  I remember my father talking to the man, asking him why the tree had fallen.  It looked so healthy, it looked so strong, it was so beautiful.  The man told my dad that the problem was the tree had gone for years without being pruned.  The branches had grown thick, heavy, and long.  But no one ever pruned it back.  So the visible part of the tree outgrew the root system.  It became top heavy and weak.  

Now hear me please.  How many lives have you seen disintegrate?  After the collapse every one stood around and scratched their head and said, “I just don’t understand…”.   “They had the perfect job, and the great house, and the great car, and the picture perfect marriage.  It was all so perfect and right.  How could it all fall apart?”   I will tell you how.  It was all externals.  It was trunk, branches, and leaves.  But their soul was not rooted in anything of substance.  Their life was so shallow, it was all about image and perception.   But beneath the surface of their life there was nothing of significance going on.  So when the storm came they just toppled over like a rotten old tree. 

How many times do we have to see the rich swallow and hand full of pills, or the famous take a gun and blow their brains out before we understand that all that external stuff is not where its at.

LIFE IS IN THE ROOTS!
When You Are Rooted
Now listen carefully, because what I am about to tell you is my sermon. In the book of Joel the people of God had involved themselves in every kind of abhorrent sin.  And to correct them God told them He was going to send them a curse.  This is the curse He said He was going to send.  This can be found in the first chapter of Joel.  God said He was going to send palmerworms into their crops and fields.  He said the palmerworms were going to strip everything.  They would eat the leaves and bark off the trees.  They would eat the leaves and the stems of the plants.  And should the palmerworm leave anything, about the time it looked like they were done the locust would show up and chew everything else to mulch.  Then after the locust departed the cankerworms would come and eat the mulch that the locust left behind.  Then when it got so bare that even the cankerworms left, the caterpillars would come and they would not stop until everything was eater right down the level of the soil.   Their land would be reduced to nothing but a big dust bowl.  But after it happened a strange thing occurred.  One day on that dusty plain there appeared what seemed to be a green haze.  Upon closer inspection you could see that there were little shoots coming out of the soil.  

I want you to notice something about these creatures.   They are all leaf eaters.  All they eat is the surface part of the plant.  They will eat leaves and grass stems.  They will eat bark and branches.  They will chew the stump right down to the ground.   But all they eat is the surface part of the plant, they never touch the roots.  Why is this important?  Because God’s intent was to correct no kill.  He knows if He leaves the roots that dry dust bowl of a land will be green again.  It will take the passing of time but those plants will flower and be fruitful again.  

The leaf eaters will come into every life.  They will chew away your hopes, your dreams, your ambitions, and your plans.  They will gnaw on everything you hold dear.  They WILL come to every life.  What will determine whether or not you survive the leaf eaters is whether or not your life is rooted.  If all you consist of is externals, trunk, branches, and leaves they will destroy you.  But if you have hidden your hidden part in Christ, if your roots run deep, after the leaf eaters have done their worst you will come back to life, after they eat your hope it will spring back, after they chew the bark off your plans it will grow back.  

The devil cannot destroy me, the leaf eaters cannot end me, because there is more to me than meets the eye.  I have a hidden part that I have driven deep into Christ.  Chew away leaf eaters, eat my health, eat my finances, chew up my plans.  My life is not in any of those things.  And after you are gone all of those things will come back to life.   

-Tree in Argentina.  

Sometimes our life will look like that old stump.  Every one will stand around and express their pity for you.  Shake their head when they look at your cracked, rotted, plans.  But don’t feel too sorry, and don’t shed too many tears.  Because maybe it looks hopeless from your vantage point.  But what you cannot see is that a long time ago I put my life into Christ.   I am rooted in Him.  And it may get ugly, but be assured dear heart that spring time will come again.  I will bear fruit again.  

The Apostle Paul had his run ins with the leaf eaters.  It seemed that every time he would attempt something here they would come.   Gnawing and chewing up everything in sight.  

II Corinthians 11:24 I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.
But Paul understood the principle of the leaf eaters, watch what He had to say about it all;

II Corithians 4:16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Nebuchadnezzer – Daniel 4 – Dreamed of a great tree that was cut down – God instructed to make sure the stump was left.

Quit worrying about what God is doing in your life, He is not trying to kill you, He is trying to perfect you.  If you are rooted you will come to life again.  

What do you get when you plant apple trees?

The OT prophet Isaiah declared that we, the believers, are the planting of the Lord.  James wrote that Christ begat us with His word so that we are the firstfruits of His creation. Again in I Corinthians 15 the Bible declared that Christ was the firstfruits, or first planting.  Let me explain what this means.  To get an apple, you plant an apple seed.  We are the planting of the Lord, but where did He get the seed?  Paul declared that Christ was the first harvest, and the Bible says that we are seed after His kind.  So just as an apple tree produces apples identical to the one the seed came from, so shall we grow into the likeness of the one from whom we have sprung.  If you want to know what the end of the seed will be look at the source of it.  

A great tree of life sprung up.  And Satan determined to cut it down.  On Calvary they laid the tree of life low and hell rejoiced because it had been cut down.  But you see hell could not see beyond the externals.  Don’t party to loud and too long devils, because you seem to have forgotten.    Isaiah said that He was as a “root out of dry ground”.  And Jesus Himself said in Revelation 22:16 “I am the root and offspring of David.”    You may think you have one something because you cut off the branch, but you forgot I am the root also.  

