The Inside Job

Galations 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
With the recent developments in our world all eyes have been fixed on our government, wondering how they will affect a right change in that most violent part of the world.  Along with the propaganda, the bombings, and the diplomatic pressure being brought to bear there is a search for another element that will be absolutely vital.  Intelligence forces are looking for someone on the inside that can supply information that will prove essential in the long-term victory.  Every military strategist, every intelligence agent, even every criminal understands that you increase your odds for success exponentially when you have someone on the inside working for you.  

The greatest victory between ideologies and nations in recent history was when communism was proven to be a flawed idea, and what President Reagan called the “Evil Kingdom” crumbled and freedom and democracy spread to oppressed peoples.   But it did not happen because of bombs, tanks, or military strategy.  It happened because the idea of freedom got in the hearts and brains of people on the inside.  It was perhaps histories greatest inside job.  

Law enforcement gave us the term “inside job”.  Criminals understand that their best shot at the big score is when they have someone on the inside of their target supplying them with information and access.  

Police have learned that if they want to bring gangs and criminal organizations down their best hope is to “turn” someone on the inside of that organization to their cause.
When Joshua was planning to overthrow the city of Jericho he sent spies into the city.  Their mission was to find someone who would be sympathetic to their cause, and give them the inside information they needed.  They found such a person in Rahab, a prostitute.

The Jewish people were in danger of being eradicated by the evils plans of a man named Haman.  But Mordecai, a leader of the Jews, was not troubled for his niece Esther was the queen.  He had someone on the inside that could influence the situation.  

All I am trying to tell you is that the inside job is always the most effective.  The inside job always yields the most.  Maximum impact is always the exclusive result of the inside job.  

Paul pointed to his own life and said; “I know it is hard to believe that I am the same guy that was persecuting Christians.  I know it is hard to believe that I am the guy that thought all races were inferior to the Jewish race.  I know it is hard to believe that I am the same guy that stood by and watched Stephen get stoned.  I know it is hard to believe that I am the same guy that was filled with rage, hate, and violence.   But what you must understand is this: I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  What you are seeing is the result of an inside job.  CHRIST LIVETH IN ME.  

My message today is simplicity itself, and it is the heart of the gospel.  If you want dynamic change in your life you need God to do an inside job on you.  You need Christ to live in you.  

If you want a life you can rejoice in
If you want the life you have dreamed of

If you want a life that brings peace and not pain
If you want a life that you can be proud of not ashamed

If you want a life of faith and not fear
If you want a life of fulfillment and not frustration 

If you want a life of hope and not despair
Then you need Christ to live in you; you need God to do an inside job on you.  
The Gospel Of Radical Change
The promise of the gospel of Christ has always been radical change in the lives of those who would profess faith in Christ.

The prophet Isaiah foresaw the ministry of Christ and in prophecy that is nothing short of poetic he told us what Christ would do in the lives of His followers.  These are words that in the NT Christ claims as His own. 

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified. 

The promise of Christ has always been radical change in the life of the believer.

Ezekiel 36:25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 

In 1st Corinthians 6 paul writes about the very worst of humanity.  He list almost every foul thing humans are capable of.  But He is writing to followers of Jesus Christ, people that had been involved in these very things.  Listen to what he tells them.

I Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Five different times the NT tells us that we who were bound have been “made free” by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Radical change is the promise of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.    Cataclysmic, life-altering, mind-boggling, revolutionary, devil-frustrating change.  That is the promise of Jesus Christ.  That he will so transform your life that it will in no way resemble what it was before you met Him. 

But what you must understand today is that change is always an inside job.  You have to get God working on the inside if you want that kind of dramatic metamorphosis, because the inside job always yields the most. Maximum impact is always the exclusive result of the inside job.  

It Cannot Be Outside In
The reason this is revelatory is that most people try to affect change from the outside in.  We try to change behavior thinking that a change in behavior will change our condition.  I.E.  If I act different I will be different.  That is why religious people try to act so holy.  It is not that they have been changed…  

Conduct And Condition
Matthew 5: 17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 19  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: (still in) but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

- Let me start right there.  Jesus is telling us to not be confused about what He is beginning to instruct them, your conduct, how you behave does matter.  You do have to live your life according to righteousness.  He will refer to the Pharisees.  This ultra-strict sect of Jews obeyed every law, and prided themselves on their obedience.  But the problem was that was all they adhered to. 

20  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

- How can my righteousness exceed theirs?  By working on more than my conduct and extending righteousness into my condition, my heart.   Then Christ tells us exactly what He is saying.

· 21  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 27  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

· It is not enough to not kill, you must not hate, you must not want to kill.  I think that if you are a racist your going to be lost as much as the unrepentant murderer.   Christians that hate homosexuals are just as culpable as those enslaved souls committing the abhorrent acts.  This is how you exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees.  Your righteousness goes beyond your conduct and gets into your condition.  How you think and feel is impacted by the living Christ dwelling in your heart.

· It is not enough that you do not involve yourself in sexual immorality, the new standard is that you do not desire to.  This is how you exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees.  

· You do not just modify conduct but you allow the indwelling Spirit of God to change your condition to where you are no longer full of rage, bitterness, lust, greed, and carnal desire.  

I don’t know a lot of Christians habitually committing hard core sins, but I suspect there is some that want to, and therein lies our problem.  Not so much our conduct, but our condition.

An outside job can change your conduct but never your condition, we must have an inside job.  

Matthew 23:25 Woe unto you scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! For ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.  26 Thou blind pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter that the outside of them may be clean also. 

A Will But No Way
Some people think they can change if they just make up their mind to.  If I get determined enough I can change myself.  But that is just not true.  

Luke 12:25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit?

Trying to change yourself by reprogramming your thinking is like me trying to fill in my ever more manifest bald spot with the power of positive thinking.  You need God to do an inside job on you if you are to become the righteous person you desire to be.  

The Inside Job
Jesus walked with His disciples for three years, but he knew that just being around them would never affect the change He was desiring.  He knew proximity to Him would not be enough.  

John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

He knew that if His followers were ever going to fulfill His mission it would be because of an inside job.

