The God Of The Open Door 

Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:

How a person thinks about God is of utmost importance.  Not how you say you think or feel about Him, but the reality of your idea about God that is manifested in how you live your life is of immense importance. 

Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 

It is very possible to be saying one thing about God, projecting one belief, while living in a way that absolutely negates our stated beliefs.  

People say that they know that God is love yet live feeling unloved and are unable to be recipients of grace.
We sing to the absolute faithfulness of God to care for us then worry our way through a grinding existence of anxiety.

We declare emphatically the omnipresence of God.  That He is in every place at every time.  Yet live without the slightest regard for His presence.
We propose to understand the holy nature of God but will violate that holiness with our own unrepentant will without a second thought.  

If asked what their concept of God is some people will say He is the Comforter and the Prince of Peace, scriptural and theological terms, and yet they do not feel comforted and they are not at peace. 

The reality of our lives does not reflect what we say we believe.  The reality of our lives reflects what we really believe in the deepest part of our soul. 

“A person’s mental picture of God is the most important

feature of his or her belief system.  This picture determines

how we relate to God, for better or for worse.  Most of the

time we are unaware of our deepest beliefs about God.  We

may think we believe one thing about God, repeating teachings

we have been given, when in fact, at a deeper level, our picture

of God does not actually reflect these teachings.  And since our hearts always respond to what we really believe, not what we

think we believe on a theoretical level, our lives frequently don’t reflect what we say we believe.” – Dr. Greg Boyd, Professor Of Theology, Bethel College

It is of immeasurable importance that we have an accurate picture or concept of God.  I do understand that I will never have a complete picture of God, He is too big and my best ideas will fall short.  But that does not mean I must resign myself to ignorance and blindly accept things.  I should strive to make sure my idea, concept, picture of God is closely tied and directly derived from scripture.  Then I will live in such a way that reflects those deeply held beliefs. 

If I really come to believe in the loving nature of God my relationship with Him radically changes from fear to faith and from law to love.
If I really get even a cursory understanding of His holy nature my own unwillingness to tolerate sin in my own life will be much greater. 

If the faithfulness of God becomes an inarguable persuasion of my soul my prayers will be infinitely more passionate. 

If I come to the absolute conviction that “in His presence is fullness of joy”  (Psalm 16:11) then my life will become a passionate pursuit of His presence.  (RIFF)

When I come to the full understanding that putting God first is the absolute perfect formula for success and fulfillment in life (Matthew 6:33) my life will become a reflection of scriptural precepts. 

It is not a matter of just living my beliefs.  We always do that, whether consciously or not, it is a matter of making sure my beliefs are right.  You will live your beliefs. 

Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for it affects everything you do. (NLT)

Whether you want it to or not the content of your heart affects everything, therefore your number one priority is making sure that content is right.  And in that content that must be right is how you think about God, your concept of Him, the picture of God that you carry in your heart.  It will affect everything you do.  So make sure it is right.  What I really want to help you with is to see a truth about God that will dramatically impact your relationship with Him. 

That Which May Be Known

The argument that always arises is that mere mortals cannot know God.  The argument is that we struggle with our incomplete concepts and wrong ideas because He is incomprehensible to us.  I will concede two things:  

1. You cannot make this strictly an intellectual exercise. We are saved by grace through faith, (Ephesians 2:8).  But I also contend that my faith in God is not illogical, irrational, or unreasonable (Just stupid enough to believe/The fool hath said in his heart) 

2. They are things about God we will not know in this life.  He held back a measure of His glory from Moses that Moses could not physically, emotionally, and intellectually handle.   On several occasions in the book of Job it is stated in several ways that there are ways of God and things about God that cannot be known.  But none of that even implies that there is no measure of God we can know.  

Indeed the story of scripture, one of the great motifs through the entire length of the book is the story of God trying time and again in every conceivable way to reveal Himself and make Himself known unto man.  I cannot, because of time constraints exhaustively refute this contention, but a quick glance at scripture will let you know that God never wanted nor intended to be a complete enigma to man.  

He walked with Adam & Eve in the Garden
On numerous occasions He appeared in epiphanies.

He lived in the middle of His people in a tent.
There were hundreds of years of prophets that served as His oracles.

He wrapped Himself in flesh and lived among us.
God wants to reveal Himself to man.  He wants us to know His grace, His love, His beauty, His glory, His creativity, His peace, and His joy.  

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them. 20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

There is that which may be known.  While I concede there is a lot we do not know, Paul plainly states there is that which may be known, and it is not hard, it is not difficult, it is clearly seen.  Even things like the Godhead, the very nature of God, and His eternal power can be clearly seen and understood. 

If there is an aspect of God that may be known and you don’t see it clearly and understand it you may be on the wrong track. (Trinity)

Among the many truths about God that may be known there is one I want to share with you. I believe that when you see it clearly, because it can be clearly seen, it is going to change how you think about God, yourself, and life.  I think it is going to change how you pray and the passion with which you worship.  

The God Of The Open Door
The text from Revelation gives us a great insight into the power of God.  Here Christ is referred to as…

Revelation 3:7b He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth
God has the ability to allow and disallow. To permit and restrict.  We can read where He exercised this ability with nature. He commanded the waves to lay down, and they did.  When He opens something man cannot shut it, when He shuts something man cannot open it with dynamite.  

It is a good thing God is not capricious and cruel because we would be at the mercy of a God that could lock us into a future of misery and pain and we would be powerless to escape.  We would be at the mercy of a God that can shut every door of opportunity, shut down every reason to hope for a better tomorrow, can shut down every chance at peace, joy, and achievement.  But I am so glad to tell you that such is not the case.  While God had the option to shut and no man would be able to open, He gave us an incredible gift.  

Revelation 3:8 Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:

Instead of being the God that controls He is the God that allows.
Instead of being the God that dictates He is the God delegates authority and decision making ability to us.

Instead of being the God that restricts us to futures that are not of our choosing He is the God that frees us to pursue any destiny we wish even if it is not the one He has planned for us. 

Instead of the God that enslaves us He is the God that empowers us. 

I want to help people come to know God as the God of the open door, the God of possibility, the God of an open future where anything can happen.  As you start to really believe that He is the God of the open door you are going to see that belief began to really change how you live.  

Jesus revealed God as the God of the open door more clearly than I ever could have. 

Matthew 19:23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

When I say He is the God of the open door I am just restating what Jesus said. “With God all things are possible”.  

You are not doomed to a fate not of your choosing.
You are not the helpless victim of circumstances, gender, race, & upbringing.

You are not foreordained to be the product of your environment. 

There are no foregone conclusions concerning you in God.  

Your ultimate destiny is not depending on the whim of a merciless God. 

With God there is infinite possibility, anything can happen, with God all things are possible.  There is set before you an open door, and you can walk through it into the great destiny God has planned for you, and if you make that choice no power on earth can stop you. 

The Open Door
Where we have erred is we think of that open door as opportunities God is going to create for us.  That is not the nature of the open door. 

A chance at a better job…
An opportunity to further our education…

A shot at doing something meaningful…
A chance opening up for us to get involved in a ministry we have desired…

God opening up a window of opportunity…
While God does those things for us from time to time what He sets before us is infinitely more powerful than the occasional opportunity.  He sets before us a perpetually open door, He sets before us the ability to choose…

The prodigal can walk away from his father because his father put the means to do it in his hand.  

And I want you to start seeing God as a God that gave you a gift of immeasurable value, the power and ability to make consequential choices…

You don’t have to do anything, you are not fated to do anything.  You can choose to do anything you wish.  

Believe the possible…don’t pray for the impossible.  

