The God Of The Open Door Part II

Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:

1. (RECAP)

2. How a person thinks about God is of utmost importance because the reality of our lives does not reflect what we say we believe.  The reality of our lives reflects what we really believe in the deepest part of our soul. Therefore, it is of immeasurable importance that we have an accurate picture or concept of God. Then we will live in such a way that reflects those deeply held beliefs. 
Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for it affects everything you do. (NLT)

3. Whether you want it to or not the content of your heart affects everything, therefore your number one priority is making sure that content is right.  And in that content that must be right is how you think about God, your concept of Him, the picture of God that you carry in your heart. We started looking at God in a whole new light, and this new understanding will impact every area of our lives. 
4. We addressed the argument that mere mortals cannot know God.  We made two concessions to that argument.  

5. You cannot faith  strictly an intellectual exercise. We are saved by grace through faith, (Ephesians 2:8).  But I also contend that my faith in God is not illogical, irrational, or unreasonable

6. They are things about God we will not know in this life. We cited numerous scriptural examples of God holding back a part of Himself, or knowledge of Himself however none of those occasions imply that there is no measure of God we can know.  Nothing refutes that notion more strongly than scripture, the Bible a story of God trying time and again to reveal Himself and make Himself known unto man.  Scripture reveals that God never wanted nor intended to be a complete enigma to man.  
Romans 1:19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them. 20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Paul plainly states there is that which may be known, and it is not hard, it is not difficult, it is clearly seen.  Even things like the Godhead, the very nature of God, and His eternal power can be clearly seen and understood.  If there is an aspect of God that may be known and you don’t see it clearly and understand it you may be on the wrong track.  One of the things that may be known, one of the concepts of God that it is so important that we have right, is found in our text.

Revelation 3:7b He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth
God has the ability to allow and disallow. To permit and restrict. While God had the option to shut and no man would be able to open, He gave us an incredible gift.  While He had the ability to lock our future in place so that we were without hope, living out essentially a script, He did not do that. 
Revelation 3:8 Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:

He is the God that allows.
He is the God delegates authority and decision making ability to us.

1. He is the God that frees us to pursue any destiny we wish 
He is the God that empowers us. 

Our new concept of God is that He is the God of the Open Door, the God of possibility, the God of an open future where anything can happen. Jesus revealed God as the God of the Open Door. 
Matthew 19:26 With God all things are possible.
You are not doomed to a fate not of your choosing.
You are not the victim of circumstances, gender, race, & upbringing.

2. You are not foreordained to be the helpless product of your environment. 

There are no foregone conclusions concerning you in God.  

Your ultimate destiny is not depending on the whim of a merciless God. 

With God there is infinite possibility, anything can happen, with God all things are possible.  There is set before you an open door, and you can walk through it into the great destiny God has planned for you, and if you make that choice no power on earth can stop you. 

This is the concept we will be exploring for the next few weeks.  I know it is a lot of info, but there are really two main truths you have to bear in mind as we explore the God of the Open Door. 

3. The “open door” that God sets before you is the ability to make choices and take actions that impact your future. (free will)God has a plan for your life, but the choice to walk in that plan, live that plan is all yours.  If you choose to walk through that open door there are no limitations on your future, no man can stop you.  

4. Your future is not already settled.  God has not already etched in stone what the outcome of your life will be.  Your future is wide open and it is hinging on what you do with your open door, your ability to make choices and take actions. 

· Everything else we will cover in this series will do one of the following:

· Support/defend these two main points.

· Explain the practical relevance and power for our lives contained within these truths. 

These seem like simple concepts but they have enormous implications. 

Theological: Is He a God of an open future, an open door, or has He already determined our future and we are simply living out a script. 

How we pray: If the future is already settled why am I praying?  Either I am praying against something that is already settled which I can’t change anyway, or I am praying for something that will happen anyway.  But if God is the God of the Open Door that means my prayer impacts what is going to happen, my prayer is not religious exercise, it is moving things, changing things. 

The will of God: Is the will of God going to happen in my life regardless of how I act and the choices I make?  We say we don’t believe that but live like we do.  (Goes back to how I started this whole thing) Or do I have a role to play in bringing about the will of God?

There are many more implications and we are going to explore as much as we can.  But more than anything I want you convinced that God is a God of infinite possibility and when you live your life in God your life becomes one of infinite possibility.  Not to beat a dead horse but it is so important that you do more than just give mental assent to what I am teaching.  It needs to become a core belief and then you will start living it. 

Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for it affects everything you do. (NLT)

When the truth that He is the God of the Open Door, that your future is wide open, gets in your heart will affect everything you do. 

The Trouble With The Open Door Policy
1. Believe it or not a lot of people have trouble with this concept of God for a lot of reasons.  As it becomes clearer some of you are going to have some trouble with it as well because it is going to make you stretch in some areas of your life and overcome some old, wrong notions about God, yourself, and the future. And make no mistake about it, what we are really talking about here is not so much about God, we are talking about the nature of the future.  Is it already settled or is there room for possibility?   We are going to be very systematic and methodical as we go through this.  The objections people have can be broken down in three areas:

2. Philosophical: It messes with how they think about life.
3. Theological: It challenges their ideas about God.
4. Scriptural: Centuries of wrong teaching about certain passages cloud people minds.

We are going to talk about some of these objections and the Word of God will always be our guide.  

Philosophical

· Let’s talk philosophy for a moment.  Few teachers have had as profound an impact on Western thought as Plato.  Most of us are unaware at how deeply the teachings of this philosopher are ingrained in the world.  Among the many things that he that taught there was one thing that was to shape church doctrine for hundreds of years.  It goes something like this. 

· God is perfect. (so far so good)

· You cannot improve perfection, therefore you cannot change perfection.

· God never changes

I have no problem with that.  As a matter of fact there is scripture that supports that. 

Malachi 3:6 For I am the LORD, I change not;

· But then Plato further developed this reasoning, something like this.

· No aspect of God ever changes. Therefore His knowledge cannot change. Included in His knowledge is the future.  What He knows cannot change, because that would mean a change in the content of His knowledge, which would mean He was not perfect.  So what God knows about the future can never change.  Therefore, this was the conclusion reached, the future is settled, completely.  
A life philosophy emerged out of all of this.  It was called fatalism.  It went something like this. We are living out a script.  There is no such thing as possibility in the future.  It has all already happened in the mind and foreknowledge of God.  We are just living it out. We see things as possible and believe we are making choices because we don’t have perfect foreknowledge of the future.  But everything has been planned and we are just living out our fate.  

If I fall off a cliff it was fated to happen. 

I was fated to be on a certain street corner at a certain time and through a variety of circumstances I met a girl and we were married, it was all fate. 

If I am a success I was fated to it.
If I die young and leave a handsome corpse I was fated to it.

It was my fate to become wealthy and your fate to live in poverty.
In the fourth century the theologian Augustine christianized Plato’s philosophy of fatalism.  Most theologians since that time have in one way or another have adhered to the resultant doctrines.  We don’t refer to it as fatalism; we call it foreknowledge, predestination, and sometimes the will of God. 

Your sick? Must be the will of God.

Business failed? Must be the will of God.

Going through chaos in your life? Must be the will of God.

Marriage didn’t work out? Must not have been the will of God.

Didn’t get the promotion? Must not have been the will of God.

