The Giver

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

I Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your (Its Personal) adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

The Taker
How many knows that Satan is nothing but a taker?  Constantly roaming looking for anything that is not secured so He can lay claim to it and lay waste to it.  He has one simply objective, to devour.  In Revelation 9:11 Satan is called Apollyon, which mean the destroyer.  He is a taker.  

He takes peace.
He takes joy.

He takes hope.
He takes dignity.         * Young lady prostituting herself for drugs.

He takes husbands.
*He takes children.      * Harris County Family Court / was reminded why I

*He takes innocence.     do what I do

He takes sanity.

He takes salvation.
He takes freedom.

In Isaiah 14 you get just a brief glimpse of a partial resume of Satan. 

Made the earth to tremble
Shook kingdoms

Made the earth a wilderness
Destroyed the cities

Opened not the house of his prisoners  He has not intention of letting go

Destroyed the land

Slaughtered the people.
He is nothing but a taker. He is nothing but a destroyer.  He leaves everything he touches stinking with the foul odor of hopelessness, rot, and decay.  He leaves nothing but pain and suffering in his wake.  Jesus told us exactly what He thinks of the devil in John 8:44/

John 8:44 He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

To get an idea of how he works consider this.  He entered into a perfect world, spoke just 46 words to Eve and the result has been 6000 years of unrelenting pain, war, disease, struggle, famine, hatred, violence and death.  

But thanks be to God that we do not have to fear the devil.  As a matter of fact all we have to do is resist him.  James 4:7

I just want you to understand that the devil is a taker.  If you have any interaction with him you just be prepared to get robbed blind.  He is nothing but a taker.  

I want some comfortable, complacent Christians to understand that all of your friends and loved ones that have not accepted the Gospel of Jesus are under the grinding, oppressive rule of this ravaging, poisonous being.  I know it is hard to win them to Jesus.  The OT prophet told us that the devil would not open his prisons.  We need to stage a jailbreak to bust out the masses that are in the bondage of Satan. 

THE GIVER
But now that I have told you about the taker, let me tell you about my friend.  The verse that has come to be the touchstone of the Christian faith encapsulates one of Gods greatest attributes.  He is a giver.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave

This verse encapsulates all that is God.  He is a giver, in every sense of the word.  God is the giver of life, breath, and all things.  The Bible clearly states that God is the owner of all things. 

Psalm 50:12 for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

And yet none of us have ever received a rent bill from Him, or a bill for His air, or His water, or His peace, or His Spirit, or His food.  He just gives us all that He has.  He even gives to people that do not love Him, people who curse Him.  He gives to people that worship other Gods beside Him.  He is the giver.  He is more a giver than Satan is a taker.  

The Gifts Of The Giver
Job35:10 – Gives songs in the night.

Psalm 68:35 – God gives us strength and power
Ecclesiastes 2:26 – Wisdom, knowledge, and joy.

Isaiah 42:5 – God gives us breath and spirit.
Jeremiah 5:24  - God gives us rain. 

I Corinthians 3:7 – God gives us increase. 

To our joy, to our peace, to our bank account, to our strength, to our knowledge, to our hope,  to our fulfillment, to our efforts.
I Corinthians 15:7 – God gives us the victory.

I Timothy 6:17 – Gives us all things to enjoy.
James 1:5 – Gives us wisdom.

James 4:6 – Gives us grace.
Psalm 77:1 – Gives ear to us. (Bathsheba)

John 1:12 – Power to become the sons of God.
John 3:16 – He gave us His only begotten son. 

Galations 1:4 - Gave Himself for our sins.
Galations 2:20 – Gave Himself for us.

Deuteronomy 8:18 Gives us the power to get wealth.
Job 36:31 – Meat in abundance. 

Psalm 147:16  - Snow like wool
Isaiah 40:29 – Power to the faint / to them that have no might God increaseth strength.

Isaiah 44:3 Pours out water on the thirsty, floods on the dry ground.  

In other words, he gives us what we need most, when we need it most. 

Isaiah 44:3 Pours out spirit upon thy seed, and blessing on thy offspring.

Joel 2:29 – He pours out His Spirit.
Malachi 3:10 IF we bring all our tithes to Him He will pour out a blessing we cannot contain. 

We will not be able to shut the altar down, we wont be able to shut the worship down, we will have to get multiple bank accounts because FDIC only insures up to $100.000.

God is the giver.  He is starkly contrast with Satan.  Satan is the taker, God is the giver. 

What caused Lucifers’ expulsion from Heaven was his grasping and thieving and trying to take what is not his.

Isaiah 14 tells us about it.

Isaiah 14:13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

What got him kicked out of heaven was his grasping and conniving and trying to take what was not his.  Someone needs to take heart and know that God did not let Satan plunder His house, and He is not going to let Satan plunder yours.  If you have given your heart to Christ, if you are a blood bought Christian and the Spirit of God has taken up residence in you God will no more let Satan rob you now, than He did back when He kicked Him out the first time.   

But watch this.  Everything the taker tried to take from God, the Giver has given to us. 

Ascend into heaven

Ephesians 2:6  And (GOD) hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

Exalt his throne

Luke 18:14 he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

James 1: 9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:

Ascend above the heights of the clouds

I Thessalonians 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Be like the Most High

I Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

I John 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

The Giver has freely given every thing the devourer tried to take by force everything the devil tried to steal, to us.  Is it any wonder the devil hates us and wants to kill us.  He got booted out of heaven trying to rob what has been freely given to us.  

Receive Or Be Robbed
Ok, here is the deal.  You have a taker and a giver.  And every one of us are going to wind up subject to one of these two.  I know all the church folk are shutting me down now because you think this is a decision that has already been made in your life.  But if you compartmentalize your relationship with God, and it is a part of your life I submit that the decision is still being made.

Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 

Every day in a hundred thousand ways the taker is trying to rob us and the Giver is trying to give to us.  And whoever you allow in will rule you. 

Romans 6:16  Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? (NIV)

So the question I want to put to you is this: Are you going to receive from the Giver or be robbed by the taker?  To be robbed by the taker you do not have to do anything.  Just wait long enough and he will rob you blind and take everything.  It is equally simple to receive from the Giver.  

John 16:23 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 24  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

James 4:2 ye have not, because ye ask not.

Matthew 7:11  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?

Luke 11:13  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

