The Gift Exchange

Luke 2:8  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,  14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
The birth of Christ established a custom that lives on in the Christmas celebration even to this day.   The giving of gifts.  We most often trace this custom back to the three wise men who brought gifts to the baby as an act of worship.  But the gift giving started even before that.  The angelic oracle declared that this incarnation, the coming of deity in an infant body would bring peace on earth.  The gift giving was started when God gave His only begotten Son who brought peace to the earth, it was continued with the giving of miracles, then his life cleansing blood was given as an atonement for  the sins of the whole world.  As if that supreme sacrifice were not enough God then fulfilled the promise of the prophet by “pouring out His Spirit upon all flesh”.  God has established Himself as the great giver of gifts, and our gift exchange every year should not be so much a selfish acquisition of material goods as it should be an emulation of our Fathers overwhelming generosity and kindness. 

The Gift Giver
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
This incarnation opened a floodgate of gifts to men.  Packaged in the destiny of the Messiah was that He was to be a conduit by which the blessings of heaven could flow to men.

Psalm 68 seems to encapsulate so well what I am trying to tell you.

Psalm 68:18  Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; (Ephesians 4:8 references this passage and lets us know that not only did He get the gifts but He gave them to us)  yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them. (Here is the conduit aspect)  19  Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah
The incarnation was a pipeline opening allowing heaven to send a daily deluge of blessing to men.  No wonder the angel was instructed to announce His arrival by saying, “Peace on earth, good will to men”.   This is what the incarnation means. This is the significance of the arrival of Christ. 

· Peace on earth…

· Good will on earth…

· Atonement on earth…

· Forgiveness on earth…

· Redemption on earth…

· Freedom from the curse of sin on earth…

· Joy on earth…

The little baby laying in a feed trough was an open conduit to pour heavens peace & blessings out upon the earth.  

The Bible uses the word mediator.  A legal term.  A go between.  Heaven wants to get its peace to earth, but it needed a conduit, a mediator.  I Timothy 2:5  There was this breakdown of communication that happened a long time ago in a Garden, there was this impasse between earth and heaven.  Just as two warring factions cannot sit down at a table and hammer out an agreement we also needed a mediator between heaven and earth.  So we were given the mediator, the conduit.  And peace and blessing started to flow.  

Jesus said…

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
It seems he was saying “What I bring you can’t get down here.  I had to bring this with me.  You cannot find it in this world.  I brought this with me.”  There was a peace already here, but it was not good enough.  There is a lot of stuff you can buy in the mall, there is all kinds of stuff at Nordstroms, Neimans, Macys, and Toys-R-Us.  But the best stuff you cannot get anywhere but at the conduit, through the mediator.  It comes from another dimension, and that is the only way to get it is through Christ!  The old timers used to sing, “This joy that I found…”
Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome and taught them this same principle:

Romans 5:1 Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Aren’t you thankful for The Gift Giver, The Conduit, The Mediator?  Aren’t you thankful the babe was borne in the manger?

Reciprocity 

While all of that is wonderful, that is not the central truth I want to convey to you.  Nor, was it the singular truth the angelic emissary was declaring to the shepherds on the Judean hillside.  Since we are of earth we tend to think it is all about us.  He came to bring peace to us.  He came to redeem us.  But let me point out a few things to you.   

Mediate Between

I Timothy 2:5 says that Christ is our mediator.  The only mediator between God and man.  The key word is “between”.  There are two parties involved here.

Galations 3:20 A mediator is not a mediator of one.
You need a mediator when there are two parties involved in the issue.  When both have a claim.  When there are two with something they desire to procure.  That is when you need a mediator.  So it is not just about us.  The mediation is between God and man.   

Two Locations
The angel started with “glory to God in the highest”, then proceeded with “peace on earth”.  There are two parties staking a claim, God and man, two locations involved, heaven and earth.  

I am trying to tell you it is not just about God giving to us.  There was another purpose in the Incarnation.  

GLORY TO GOD!
God sent earth His peace, I preached for 20 minutes about us receiving from Him.  But the angel started with “Glory to God in the highest”.  Earth wants heavens peace, heaven wants earth to glorify.   Christ came to bring us heavens peace, but He also came so that God would be glorified. 

I just want to remind you in the heart of this season, it is not just about getting, but there needs to be reciprocity, a gift exchange.  If God has given you the peace you desire you ought to give Him the glory He desires.  A cursory reading of the miracles in the Gospels will let you glimpse a little portion of God’s purpose.  He came to bring peace to earth and take glory back to heaven. 

· In Acts 10 Peter preached to the household of Cornelius, when God poured out His Spirit on them the Bible says they began to magnify God.  (46) This is the gift exchange, God pours out His peace, His gift, and wants our praise to exalt Him in return.  

· John 9 tells the story of a blind man.  The disciples asked Jesus who was responsible for the sin that led to this mans blindness.   Jesus eradicated their ignorance by letting them know that this mans blindness would be healed, so that God would be glorified. 

· Phillipians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  When we acknowledge that the one borne in a manger is Lord God receives the glory and the exchange is complete.
· In John 11 Christ declared emphatically that the death of His friend would result in God being glorified, therefore it was part of a perfect plan.

· John 14: 13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. The angel did not speak by happenstance.  He had it exactly right.  There is a direct link between God blessing us and Him receiving glory.
I could spend a whole sermon taking you from verse to verse.  The Bible is replete with them that emphasize over and over that God has a driving purpose, TO BE GLORIFIED!

There needs to be a gift exchange, David understood this. That why he wrote, “He daily loadeth me with benefits” then turned around and wrote, “His praise shall continually be in my mouth”.

· Every time you get a glimpse of what is to come in the prophetic books of the Bible you get a glimpse into the desires of the heart of God.  You get an idea of what He wants.  In Revelation you see a prophecy of the New Jerusalem.  It is remarkable in its similarity to the prophecies concerning the Messiah.  Before I read it to you let me tell you the translation of “jerusalem”.   Peace.  Revelation 2:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  God is promising to bring everything to earth that we want.  Every gift our heart longs for.  He is going to bring it right down and plant it in a new earth.  But remember, there has to be an exchange. Vs 24 and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

I know this shakes up some folks concept of God.  They think all He is interested in is heaping blessings up on them until they are staggering under the weight of His blessing.   I bet they would be shocked to know he is more interested in being glorified than He is in you being blessed.  As a matter of fact He thinks we owe Him to glorify Him.  Three times in Psalm He instructed His writer to direct us to give Him, and I quote,  the “Glory due His Name”.  While we are wondering what surprise we will get on Christmas the King of Glory is wondering if He could just collect a little on what is owed Him.  I think that is pretty reasonable.  I am audacious enough to want to be;

· admired when I am not admirable

· honored when I am not honorable

· respected when I am not respectable

· liked when I am not likable

God is not after anything like that.  He just wants what is due Him by virtue of the fact that;

· He is God.

· He is the creator of all things.

· He does sustain the universe by His word of power.

· He did step off His throne in glory and become flesh for us.

· He did suffer and bleed out His life’s blood on Calvary.

Can I tell you that;

· If He has blessed you, you owe Him.

· If He has saved you, you owe Him.

· If He has forgiven you, you owe Him.

· If He has delivered you, you owe Him.  

I know some people are arrogant enough to think they actually deserve all the good things in their life, but let me tell you that EVERYTHING you have is by the goodness and mercy of the Gift Giver.  AND THERE IS AN OUTSTANDING BILL OF GLORY DUE HIS NAME!

If He has been so gracious to us when we never glorified Him I wonder what would happen if we initiated the exchange this year.  Before He blesses start glorifying.

God is looking for someone to exchange gifts with.  

John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  

