The Fundamental Substance
The fourth chapter of Mark gives a very clear insight into the teaching ministry and teaching method of Jesus Christ.  He had a very particular way that He communicated spiritual truth.
Mark 4: 2  And he taught them many things by parables, 

33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it. 

Mark seemed to be of the persuasion that it was the use of parables that allowed the people to understand the deep spiritual truths that Christ was sharing.

34  But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples.

· Parables were Christ’ favored form of communication

· Parables were Christ’ medium for communication spiritual truths. 

· He spoke of common things that the people understood because these things were part of their life.  He spoke of sowing seed, and the agricultural community understood what He was speaking of.  He spoke of a lost sheep, and it made sense to those people for whom the herding of sheep was so much a part of their world. 

· After speaking of what was easily understandable He would then assign a spiritual value, or spiritual counterpart to each element in the parable.    

· He took what they knew to be true in their natural life and taught them what was true in their spiritual life.  And every natural element of each parable had a spiritual counterpart.  The key to understanding the parables is to know what the spiritual counterpart is.
· This is clearly illustrated in this fourth chapter of Mark in the parable of the sower and the seed.

· The seed is the word.

· The bird represent Satan who will steal the preached word of God out of the hearers hearts

· Stony ground represents people with no root, no deep commitment who at the fist sign of trouble run away.

· The thorns and thistles are the cares of life that destroy the effect of the word in a persons life.

· The good soil represents those people who allow the word of God to dwell in them richly, and thereby transform their life.

So you see, each natural element of the parable had a spiritual counterpart.  This is how Jesus communicated spiritual truth.  When He wanted to speak of the deeply spiritual He would give you a natural element that you could easily understand then tell you the spiritual counterpart to it.   

The Natural Element
In the fourth chapter of John Christ met a woman at Jacob’s well.  This woman’s life was in shambles.  She had gone through 5 husbands and was living in an adulterous relationship when this meeting with Christ took place.  Christ wanted to speak of a life change for her.  A new beginning after all the pain and mistakes.  So he speaks to her of something she understands.  She is there drawing water from a well, so He speaks to her of water.

John 4:10  Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.  11  The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?  12  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?13  Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 15  The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.
This woman knew of the daily walk to the well.  She who livedin an arid land knew the value of water.  To be offered water that she could drink and never thirst again was more valuable than gold.  But Jesus is speaking of a spiritual thing.  Whatever it is He is offering her has to be something powerful indeed because the natural counterpart to it is water.  Nothing could be more crucial than for us to know, than what it is Jesus is talking about.  Because there is nothing more fundamental and essential to life than water, therefore it stands to reason that there is nothing more fundamental and essential to our spiritual life than what Jesus is speaking of here. 

The Fundamental Substance
Water is the fundamental substance of life.  It is the most basic element essential to our survival.  There could be nothing with stronger implications spiritually that Christ could have used.

· The Fundamental Substance Of Humans

· Our bodies are 70% water.

· Our brains are 90% water.

· The average human can live in excess of two weeks with no food, but cannot go three days without water.

· We are in essence water.  

· We can actually store up food reserves in the form of fat and our bodies will burn that stored fuel for a long time.  But there can be no internal water storage, it has to be continually renewed in us.

The Fundamental Substance Of Creation

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

The beginnings of the world involved God moving on the waters, and dividing the waters to allow for dry land, and vaporizing the waters to provide an atmosphere which would sustain life.  God, who does all things well, and in perfect order started with that which we need most for life, water, and proceeded from there.   Water was the fundamental substance of creation.

· The Fundamental Substance Of Civilization

· The earliest civilizations flourished in Mesopotamia, along the Tigres and Euphrates rivers, and in the Nile delta and the Nile River valley.  
· The first cities were built beside large supplies of water because it was the essential element of life.  
· New York city is where it is at because of the Hudson River.  London is where it is at because of the Thames.  Paris is where it is because of the Seine.  To build a city you have to have a consistent flow of water.  
· Even now, cities that exist in desert places are dependent upon one thing above all else, getting water to that place.  
· The Westward expansion of America followed to water.  When the early settlers wanted to build a community there were several things they could have looked for.
· Large stands of trees which could be harvested for timber to build houses, schools, shops, and churches.

· An ample supply of game to hunt in order to feed their families.
· Open spaces with rich soil in which to plant crops.
· Rich grass to feed their livestock.
But they looked for none of these thin
