The Fathers Favor

Genesis 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. 4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him; 24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. 25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content. 28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt.
There is a phrase, I am sure it has been around longer than I know.  But it first received wide spread usage in the 80’s.  It was a phrase used to describe the conspicuous consumption of material goods in that decadent decade.  There were certain items, consumer goods people would purchase simply to show that they had achieved a certain financial level.  You only acquired these things to show that you had arrived.   

Certain types of luxury cars
Certain brands of clothing (Izod golf shirts) 

Certain accouterments of fashion (Lancolme sun glasses / Halston bag) 

Restaurants (You just went there so people could see you there)

Vacation spots (Martha’s Vineyard)
We learned to gauge the level of income, the measure of wealth by how many of these things people could acquire.   The social status of a person was determined by how many of these symbols of wealth that had.  Hence the term status symbol.  Now maybe the term only came into wide spread usage in the past 20 odd years, but the concept has been around a long time.  

I think one of the earliest recorded instances of a status symbol is found in our text.  Because he was the favorite son Joseph received from his father Jacob a coat made of many colors.  It was a symbol, just a symbol, of the father’s favor.  The reaction then was the same as it is now.  Everyone that did not have a coat of many colors hated the guy that did.  Joseph was the first owner of a bona fide status symbol and the first object of class envy.  It was not the coat that caused him to be hated, it was the father’s favor.  It is not the symbol that arouses the ire of all those around, it is the status that it denotes.  The symbol screams that you are favored of the father and that is what is so hard to take.  It is a non-stop reminder of who you are and who those who don’t have the symbol are not.   So the first chance they get the other brothers strip Joseph of the symbol.  But see they understood that it is, after all, just a symbol, and stripping the symbol doesn’t change the fact that he is still the father’s favorite.  So they have to get rid of him entirely.   It is not enough to get rid of the symbol, because the source of it is the fathers favor and there is nothing they can do about that.  

I come to remind some of you of a fact that the brothers of Joseph were all too aware of.  The source of the symbol is the fathers favor.  Whether or not you have the symbol in no way changes your status as his favorite.

Your Status: Favorite Child    

Before I get to the heart of this sermon let me take a few moments and remind you of your status. 

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, (RIFF:Spirit of adoption is to understand I am wanted)  whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to understand that the heir is always the favorite kid.  We are heirs and joint heirs with Christ.   If you are a spirit-led child of God you have the father’s favor. 

Luke 3:22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 

I need to remind some of you of the fact that this is whom you are joint heirs with.  You have the fathers favor.  

I Peter 2:9 …for you are a chosen people. You are a kingdom of priests, God's holy nation, his very own possession… (NLT)

I need to remind some of you that this is how God describes you.  You have the fathers favor. 

I Peter 1:18 For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. 19 He paid for you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 20 God chose him for this purpose long before the world began, but now in these final days, he was sent to the earth for all to see. And he did this for you. (NLT)

I need to remind some of you that this is the value God placed on you before you were ever saved.  You have the fathers favor. 

Maybe the company that let you go didn’t think you were worth keeping.
Maybe the spouse that left you didn’t think you were worth loving. 

Maybe the so-called friends didn’t think you were worth their time.
Maybe you don’t feel like you are worth any thing of value. 

Maybe the people that raised you made you feel less worthy than others. 

But when God looked at you he saw you as so valuable that trying to buy you with silver and gold would be to denigrate your true worth.  A pile of gold to purchase you would be somewhat of an insult. You have the fathers favor.  Let me remind you of your status, you are favored of the Father.

Stolen Symbols Don’t Change Your Status
I could spend a whole sermon reiterating the fact that you have the Father’s favor.  But that is just part of what I have come to tell you.  There is a second part of this that I feel you must get burned into your spirit.  

Jacob hangs a coat around Joseph’s shoulders that was a symbol of his favored status.  The brothers stripped him of that symbol and hurled him into a pit and subsequently sold him into slavery.  

Samuel anoints David as king of Israel and almost before the anointing oil, which was a symbol of God’s favor, has dried he is running for his life from King Saul, just an outlaw living in a cave. 

Within hours of receiving Isaac’s blessing, symbol of the Father’s favor, Jacob was running for his life and spent the next 14 years in servitude to his father-in-law.  

When Moses realizes God has called him to be the deliverer of millions of Hebrews he is within reach of the scepter of Egypt, the very tool you need to get the job done.  Yet before he can put his influence to work he is stripped of office and chased to the backside of the desert.  

Men who had the favor of God, yet in every case there came a moment when the symbols of that favor was stripped from away.  There was a moment in each life when you really wouldn’t know by looking that they were favored of God.   

The coat is torn and bloody and the guy who used to wear it is nothing but a slave.
The anointing oil has dried to distant memory and the supposed king is begging for food and running for his life.

After 14 years of herding his fathers sheep Jacob can’t hardly remember the words Isaac blessed him with. 

The scepter of Egypt may as well be on the moon for all the good it is going to do Moses.  In it’s place is a staff and he now wanders in some empty desert.

The symbol of the favor has been stripped away.  I am preaching to people that know what I am talking about.  Because unfortunately we have learned to measure the favor of God by symbols of that favor.

Well-padded bank accounts
How well we are doing health wise

The absence of troublesome circumstances
Nice homes and enviable automobiles

Comfortable lifestyles and the easy acquisition of our dreams
Lives that are the envy of everyone we know

Careers that seem unstoppable
All of these things are symbols of God’s favor.  Our problem is we don’t understand what Joseph’s brothers understood.  They stripped him of the coat, but they knew what some of us need to understand.  

You may be stripped of the symbol, 

But the Fathers favor still remains.

He may be lying in a pit, a slave in Potiphar’s house, or in a prison.  But the favor of the father has not wavered.  And it is just a matter of time before Joseph ascends into the place of influence and authority he has dreamed of.  

The anointing oil may have dried.  He may spend years on the run as an outlaw.  But the favor of God has not gone away and it is just a matter of time before David ascends to the throne of Israel.

The scepter of Egypt may have been replaces by a rough shepherd’s staff.  But it is just a matter of time before Moses becomes the destined deliverer and lifts that staff over an ocean, parts the waves, and leads millions to freedom.  

Stolen symbols do not change your status

You are still favored of the Father

You may be struggling through dark days emotionally and spiritually
You may be without a job

Your career may have hit the wall harder than Dale Earnhardt
The company you work for may about to go down in flames

Your storybook marriage may be looking like that happily ever after page has been torn out
Your plans may have been reduced to so much rubble

The doctor may have started his report with “I am so sorry…”
But God sent me to remind you that stolen symbols don’t change your status.  You are still favored of God and it is just a matter of time until that favor is manifest in your life.  

While we are learning this principle from the stories of the patriarchs of faith notice this also.  Every favored one that had the symbol stripped away still arrived at their destiny.  

A coat of many colors was eventually replaced by the royal robes of the most powerful kingdom on earth
Anointing oil may have dried but a dynasty happened anyway, a dynasty that culminated in the birth of a babe in Bethleham, and of his government there shall never be an end

Maybe he never got to hold the scepter of Egypt but he still brought deliverance to a nation and was the friend of God
Separate The Symbol From The Favor
We need to learn this lesson well.  This is the only way you can keep your praise alive.  We have to learn to worship and praise Him because of who we are in Him, His favored children, not simply for what He has done for us lately.   Praise Him because He chose you, saved you, purchased you.  Praise Him because no matter what your going through your status in Him is not changed.  

They may be stumbling through desert sands in an interminable wilderness but Israel is still God’s chosen people.  Don’t determine your status by what you are going through right now.  

Some of you are mourning the loss of a symbol when you should be celebrating your status: favored of the Father. 

Abraham could separate the symbol from his status.  That is why he let Lot choose when it came time to separate.  “Go ahead Lot, take the most fruitful, best looking, most advantageous land.  It doesn’t matter where I have to go.  Wherever it is I am going to eventually flourish because His hand of blessing is on me.  He told me Genesis 12:2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  There may be days when I don’t see it but that doesn’t change my status.”

The Apostle Paul could separate the symbol from his status.  Phillipians 4:11 I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  The secret is knowing I am going to be able to do what I need to do by the strength of Christ.  My status is not changed by my circumstances.  That is why you find him praising at midnight in the jail house.  Because he knows that even with manacles on his wrist he is still favored of God.  

If some of us could separate or circumstances and our status, the symbol and our status we could rediscover praise.  

Quit seeking symbols and start realizing your status.  You are blessed whether you have the symbol or not.  (Jakes in his Bentley me in my Taurus)  Don’t be so shallow in your understanding of your Fathers love. Don’t look down on people that don’t have the symbol.  

Quit seeking symbols and seek His favor.

He is still your Father…even when your situation is of your own making.  (Prodigal….not worthy to be a son, but you are still my father)

It is the Fathers favor that brings you into your destiny, not the symbols.  They couldn’t derail Josephs destiny by stripping him of his coat.  David became king, not any of his more “kingly” brothers.  
