The Elim Experience

Exodus 15:22-24/27  22  So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. 23  And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24  And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?

27  And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters.

The challenge for the church as we approach the year 2000 is to meet the real spiritual needs of people in a practical, impacting way. (Riff on spiritual)  Ever week people leave their house of worship and walk into a world that is designed and calculated to come against every thing they hold sacred and dear.  There exist a planned and calculated assault upon your mind, spirit, values, emotions and home that is relentless, insidious and bludgeoning.  Part of it is the simple nature of life. 

Job 14:1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.

But there is a far more sinister force at work as well.  Without dwelling a long time on it, the enemy of your soul rules the carnal world system. And he ruthlessly uses every resource he has to bring you down in any way he can.  His stated goal is to kill, steal, and destroy. There exist a world system designed to bend your back and bend you low.  Don’t be shocked by this.

John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

I tremble to think what the good saints of this church walk into every day of their life.  I am appalled at the battle our kids wage every day.  It is impossible to wage that warfare nonstop without some kind of strengthening and refreshing.   In 1st Samuel 14 King Saul made a horrendous mistake in that he commanded his soldiers to not eat until the end of the battle.

The challenge facing the leadership of this church is not only to teach Bible truth on a regular basis, not only to evangelize the lost, not only to disciple new babes, not only to challenge the members of the church to greater ministry in the Kingdom, but we also need a regular counter-attack against this relentless daily assault that comes against the faithful.  We need to create a time of refreshing and renewing.  We need some honey in the middle of the battle, we need shelter from the storm.  We need what Israel received so long ago, an Elim.

Escaping To Elim

· Israel had just come from a great victory.   Any one who has followed Christ any time at all knows that is when the heaviest assault will come.  

· They had just walked away from the Red Sea, into the hottest, barest, driest, most desolate place you can imagine.   And for three days they saw nothing but heat waves and sand dunes.  (Compare to leaving Saturday/Sunday for the workweek.)
· Leave your brothers and sisters for your boss and co-workers.

· Leave the high praise for cursing and lying.

· Leave the presence of the holy for the pursuit of the necessary.

· Compared to our corporate worship the world that we walk through on a daily basis is a desert wasteland. 

· Then they came to Mara.  And now and again it seems you find something outside of God that may be what you’re looking for.  Now and again you will find something that looks like it might suffice.  But the waters of Mara were bitter.   And there is so much that looks so good but the testimony of thousands will tell you what a bitter taste it will leave in your mouth.  

· It would be easy to despair at this point, but, the Bible says, “Then the came to Elim”

· Shade, cool, sweet-water wells.  

· I don’t know about you, but what I need is an Elim, an oasis in my life, a little praise break.  I have dipped my cup down into the bitter waters of Mara a time or two, and it just will not do.  I need the refreshing oasis of God’s presence.

· I need;

· The miraculous in the midst of the monotonous.

· A manifestation of God in the middle of the mundane work week.

· The safety of God’s presence in the middle of my struggles.

· I need to escape to Elim on a pretty regular basis.

· The leadership of this church wants to provide you with an Elim to escape to. 

· That is what this service is designed to be.  From now on this is The Elim Experience.

· A taste of honey in the heat of the battle.

· A cool well in the hot desert.

· A praise break from the rest of life.

· A shelter from life’s storms.

All we need is for you to show up, and show out!

It will do you well to slip into Elim every chance you get.  Rest under the shade of the trees, drink from the deep cool wells, and get rested, strengthened.  We are going to do our best to provide Elim, we just need you to show up and take advantage of it. 

David needed it.  He declared in Psalm 73 that he just about lost it when he got a good long look at the world.  But then he came to the house of God….and all of the sudden everything made sense.  Elim is where you get your perspective back, and realign your priorities.  The Elim Experience is more than another service, it is a life adjustment.  

But how effective it is all depends on you.

The Mordecai Method Produces The Elim Experience
· The Book of Esther tells the story of a faithful Jew named Mordecai. 

· It was the custom of Mordecai to sit daily in the Kings Gate with all the other servants who were faithful to the King.  

· There was a wicked man high in the court of Ahasueras named Haman.  Every day Haman would ride through the kings gate, and all of the servants would bow low before him.  All would bow except for this righteous man, Mordecai, who reserved his worship for the one he knew was worthy.

· The other servants tried to get him to bow, every day. (Chap 3:4)

· It was as a relentless assault just like the daily onslaught to get

·      you to bow.

· Yet every day Haman would ride by and see Mordecai just sitting there smiling at him.

· It started to grate on Haman.   It started to bother  Haman that this Mordecai would not bow.  We need some folks that would not mind just aggravating the Devil it bit with your faithfulness.  

· Haman determined to kill the entire Jewish race if that is what it would take to make Mordecai bow.

· His whole plan is to bring you down, to make you bow.  To bend you low.  I wish someone would determine that no matter what he does to me, I am going to be sitting in the Kings gate, grinning at him every chance I get.  

· 5:13 More than Haman can take.  All my accomplishments are meaningless because this Mordecai will not bow.  Do you know the capacity you have to aggravate the devil?  All you have to do is slip in here, against a palm tree, dip you a big cool dipper full of water, and wait for him to come by and see if you are bowed low.  He has been pounding on you non-stop, just trying to get you to bow.  When he comes to see the result of all his scheming he needs to find you sitting in the kings gate.

· Maybe battered, maybe bruised but here none the less.  

· I wonder if anybody has slipped into Elim tonight to get refreshed and just let the devil know, hey pal, everything you have tried thus far this week has not worked.  I am still here.  I am still smiling.  I am still not gonna acquiesce to your assault.

· When you get a Mordecai spirit the Elim Experience will become real and meaningful for you.

