The Alien Option – Part Two (The Ultimate Alien)

John 17:9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 10  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.

Transcendent people live outside of the existing concepts of the world.

· Wallace Stephens

In praying for His disciples Jesus introduces a truth that is hinted at and foreshadowed throughout the OT, and is verified and set in concrete throughout the entirety of the NT.  The truth is this, the followers of Christ, the sons and daughters of God, according to verse 16 are not of this world.

RECAP
I spent most of the first sermon really establishing this fact.  We are not from here, this is not our world, and we do not belong to this kingdom.  

A) This world operates according to one set of rules, one code of conduct, one set of ethics.  We belong to a kingdom that is the polar opposite of the world.  The world is full of ideas and beliefs about how things are, how they must be, what a person must do to succeed in the world.  Wallace Stephens called these ideas ”existing concepts of the world” and said that truly transcendent people live outside of these concepts.  They look at the way things are supposed to be and make a conscious choice to reject those existing concepts and live outside of them.    Not only do these people reject what the world says they must do to succeed, they also question the very way the world defines success. 
Three Choices (About how we will live our lives)
B) We can try to mix the two worlds.  A little Christianity in the world, a little world in the Christianity, and thus make it more palatable for everyone.

C) We can go build an insular community apart, like the Amish.
D) We can say, “Ok, I am in this world, but not of this world”.  Then exercise the Alien Option which is To demonstrably live the laws and values of the kingdom I am part of every day even when they are at apparent radical odds with the world I am in. 
The alien option is really the only choice of a true Christian. 

1) There are three main reasons this is the only choice:

2) This is the only way to be an authentic Christian.
3) This is the only way to live scriptural principles. 
4) This is the only way I can be “kept from the evil”
The “evil” is those existing concepts of the world that will try to force you into a destiny not ordained of God, make you do things that violate scripture, the way of the world, the philosophies of the world, the mind-set and values of the world.  
I ended last week by talking about some transcendent people that chose to live outside of “existing concepts of the world” and forever changed their world. 

Original Aliens
Let me hit on a few more of these original aliens.  Maybe by looking at their lives and the choices they made we can get a better grasp on this concept, and how to live it in our own lives. 

Esther (Little Jewish peasant girl who was placed by God as Queen to the most powerful King on earth)

· Existing concept: The king was considered a deity, to enter his presence unannounced was an automatic death sentence.  (She had her place and should not leave it.)

· But when the people of this little lady were facing annihilation she chose to defy expectation, protocol, to reject the “existing concept” of the world and come unannounced before the King.  In the process she saved her people. 

Daniel (His whole life is a testimony to this principle.)

Exisiting Concept: Nebuchadnezzer was the only one who could be prayed to.  Under penalty of death.  

Daniel looked at that expectation and just decided he was not going to live that way.  Here is the really cool part.  He decided that not only was he going to pray to his God, he decided to open his window and really pray loud.  

· This is the Alien Option being exercised at the highest level.  An in your face statement that says, I am not from here any way so I refuse to live the way you people are living.  I don’t care what law you pass, I am not subject to it.  Nor will I subject myself to it.  

· No undercover Christian approaches.

· No more paying lip-service to the world values system in public then rejecting it in private. 

· Don’t fear the punishment for violating the world system, you are not subject to it.  This is why the lions could not eat Daniel.  He cannot be punished for violating a law that he is not subject to.  Get fearless with your life in Christ.

Ghandi

Existing Concept: His people would be British subjects unless they could raise an army and by force win their freedom.  

Ghandi looked at the existing concept of how a people win freedom and decided that no way was he going to fight.  With the practice of absolute pacifism like the world had never seen he led his people to freedom.
Here is the dichotomy that I have no real way of explaining, except again, you will find this truth in scripture.  If you choose the Alien Option, if you choose to live your life at odds with the “existing concepts of the world”, you will reject the concepts of success as defined by the world, but will ultimately find real success.  Even when it looks like you are rejecting every known accepted path to it.  This is true of every person in scripture and history that “lived outside of the existing concepts of the world”. 

Luke 9:24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? 

People who choose the Alien Option, people who really understand that they are not of this world become transcendent, they defy accepted wisdom and transform themselves and by extension everything around them. 

The Ultimate Alien
Nobody embodied this principle more than Jesus Christ.  Every aspect of His life screams that He was an alien.  He was the living embodiment of what I am preaching to you.  His every word and action was a rejection of world values.
Alien Statements

John 7:46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.

John 6: 38 For I came down from heaven, 48 I am that bread of life. 49  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50  This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 51  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.  62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?

John 8:21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. 23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 

John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

These are the obvious statements.  But if you take the time to closely search the words of Christ you will find where they defy social convention and accepted behavior.  

Instead of enticing followers with promises of power and influence He promised them a cross.
Instead of recruiting potential followers with promises of how He would enrich them He demanded they dispose of all that they had to follow him. 

He looked at the upper crust of society and told them to their face He would rather have street walking prostitutes in His kingdom.  (Matt 21:31)
He declared that the greatest was the one that was the least.

The truly great was the one considered by everyone else to be a servant. 

Take no thought for what you wear, eat, or live in.  

This is a life that is absolutely at odds with the value system around Him.  Totally unimpressed by everything in the world.  Living the value system of another world and refusing to subject Himself to the world He is in. 

Alien Actions

If His words left any doubt, then His actions screamed out that this man was refusing to live according to the existing concepts of the world. 

He walked on water and made the wind lay down. (Not even going to subject Himself to the laws of nature.)
He hung out with the dregs of society.

He never bothered to get a house or a headquarters.
He cleaned out the temple by force.

He ignored death, and raised people from the dead.
He spit in the mud and made eyeballs with it. 

He rode a donkey to His inauguration.
He recruited a bunch of sad sack misfits to be His world changing team. 

He made women a central part of His ministry at a time when women were considered worthless.
He touched the untouchables.

He defied physical reality.

He defied religious rules.

He defied social custom and expectation. 

His every action takes place outside of “the existing concepts of the world” & defies the norm & expected.   Contrary to what you would expect, this did not make Him some kind of fringe misfit, He remains the central most important figure in the history of the world.  (Don’t think that the path to influence is by being another clone of the corporate culture you are a part of)

Alien Revelation
There are three moments in His life that more than anything else that was said or done reveal Christ as an alien.   And I believe that every person that really makes the Alien Option their choice of how they will live their life will manifest in their life these moments.  

The Sermon On The Mount
In the Sermon On The Mount Jesus absolutely turned upside down every known and accepted concept of personal value and interpersonal relationships.

· The right way to feel about and treat yourself.

· Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

· Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

· Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

· Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

· Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

· The right way to feel about and treat others.

· Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

· Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

· Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

· Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:

I don’t have time to do a full exegesis of this passage, but this is a radical departure from everything valued in our world.  The literal translation of “blessed” in this passage is “happy”.  This is the strangest most radical path to happiness every promoted by anyone.  But it is infallible. 

The Temptation In The Wilderness

With the Sermon On The Mount Christ offered an alternative to the existing concepts of personal happiness and interpersonal relationships.  But there is another moment that reveals Him even more clearly as the Ultimate Alien.   He was taken to the wilderness to be tempted by Satan.  And that time of temptation is an absolute rejection of the world value system. 

In refusing to turn stones to bread Christ refused to use His abilities to simply gratify His flesh

In refusing to cast Himself from the Temple and allow His angels to catch Him Christ refused to indulge His ego.

In refusing the kingdoms of the world he rejected materialism and influence in this realm.  

His Death

The ultimate moment of an ultimate life, the moment where you most clearly see that this man is in no way from around here was His death.  How He died. 

John 10:17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

In willingly laying down His life for others He rejected a value system that every day is trying to get us to live unto ourselves.  What conquering king has His own death as His strategy for victory?  

But more importantly than that the manner of His death rejects what is perhaps the most powerful existing concept of the world: That this life is what is most important.  His death is an absolute indictment of that idea.

The truly important things transcend this mortal life.  And the Alien understands that, and lives His life accordingly, and consequently is willing to lay down His life.   

I know you are willing to die for the gospel, but are you willing to lay down your life?

Lay down dreams for this life.

Lay down plans for your time on earth.

Lay down aspirations.

Release your clenching grasp on your own plans for a higher purpose.

II Corinthians 4: 7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 8  We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 10  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11  For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

Sermon On The Mount – Teaches Aliens how to feel about ourselves and treat others.

Temptation In The Wilderness. – Teaches Aliens what to value and what to reject.

His Death – Teaches Aliens how to live this life for the next life. 

As He Is…
I have come to recruit an Alien Army.  I have come to preach to people that are really sick of all they see around them, all that is in the world, and have decided they really do not want to live that way.  I have come to offer an alternative to the existing concepts of the world.  A way of living taught, explained, and modeled perfectly by Jesus Christ. 

When I looked at it, I felt a twinge fear, because I don’t know if I can live that way.  But then I found an awesome promise.

I John 4:17 Herein is our love  made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.

We don’t belong here.
We don’t value what is valued here.

We are not subject to what the citizens of this place are subject to. 

We are not obligated to worship their gods.

We are not bound by their passions. 

As He is, so are we in the world. 

Quit letting this world dictate your life to you.  As He is, so are you in this world. 

Shatter that glass ceiling that would keep you down based on gender.
Blast through the barriers erected against you because of skin color.

Refuse the idea you cannot be blessed because of your lack of education.
Refuse the dogma that your failure is final. 

Defy the belief that your background doomed you to failure.
All of these are existing concepts of the world, and you are not of the world!

