The Alien Option 

Part Four (Life As An ALien)

I John 2: 15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 18  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 20  But ye have an unction from the Holy One,

20 But you are not like that, for the Holy Spirit has come upon you (NLT)
Transcendent people live outside of the existing concepts of the world.

· Wallace Stephens

In recent weeks we have been persuaded by exhaustive scriptural evidence is that the followers of Christ, the sons and daughters of God are not of this world.

RECAP
During this sermon series we have coined a term.  When a Christian make a choice based on what they believe as a Christian to live their life according to the laws of the heavenly kingdom, as opposed to the earthly kingdom we call that the Alien Option.  More often than not that choice will bring the Christian into conflict with the prevailing ethic, morality, and value system that surrounds them.  They become aliens in the world.  Not of this world. This is the choice we make:

To demonstrably live the laws and values of the heavenly kingdom every day even when they are at apparent radical odds with the world I am in. 

We learned about the ultimate alien, Jesus Christ.  He lived a life that in every way, with every word, with every action, rejected the value system of the world.  He left us a shining example of how to live in the world, but not be of the world. (That is His prayer for us.)

Last week we took a hard look at how the world will try to put us in a box made according to its philosophies and concepts.  How the world will try to connect us to its values grid.  To truly be an Alien we have to get out of the box and off the grid.  The world will try to dictate to the Alien who to worship, what to value, when to be silent, & where to manifest our faith.

Our lives must be a steady refusal of these attempts.  We have to live by the words of Wallace Stephens…and live outside of existing concepts of the world.

We have looked at a long list of people who have lived this idea out.  They took a long hard look at how the world is and decided they just would not live that way.  

The Option Defined
Our text is the clearest definition of the Alien Option in scripture.

· Reject The World

· The first step is rejection of the world.  Love not the world.  Man does this take some courage.  

· In rejecting the world we have to quite distinguishing between the demonic world system and what it has to offer.   Neither the things that are in the world.  Man does this take some integrity.  
-   Don’t be entertained by it.
-   Don’t desire it.

-   Don’t be impressed by it. 

-   Don’t waste your precious resources of time, energy, and finances 

    pursuing it.

· -   Stop emulating it. 

· We also must recognize that love of the world and love of God are mutually exclusive. If any man love the world the love of the Father is not in him.  Man does this take some discipline and caution. 

Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 

Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

Matthew 12:30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. 

Choosing the Alien Option starts with rejecting the world.
Revelation Causes Rejection

The reason some people cannot reject the world is they do not understand it.  They have never really received a revelation of the nature of the world.  This is what Wallace Stephens was talking about.  These people who live outside of existing concepts of the world at some moment received an epiphany, for a moment got a glimpse of what those existing concepts were all about, and in that moment chose to walk away.  You have to get a revelation about the nature of the world. 

The Bible really tries to get us to see:

Deceitfulness of riches.
Wine is a mocker.

Ecclessiastes is the story of a man hooking up to every worldly grid and in the end deciding they were all empty.
There is a way that seems right but the end of it is death. 

Philosophies based on human reasoning are hollow and empty and will enslave you.

On and on the Bible warns us as to the nature of the world.  But again nowhere will you see it as crystal clear as you do in this passage. 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:

If it is in the world regard it with suspicion because it is not of God and ultimately it will pass, it will die, it will come to an end.  

Rejection of the world is a result of revelation
Do The Will Of God

But seeing the world for what it is does not make you an Alien, an authentic Christian.  Many see it for what it is and still operate as a part of it.  They understand the rules and they play the game.  Many see it but do not know where to walk away to.  Even rejecting the world will not help you if you do not know where to turn.  People make crazy choices:

Suicide
Withdrawal

Isolation
Depression

Cults
Asceticism 

All of these are choices people make when they look at existing concepts of the world and choose to reject them, but do not know where to go instead.  

Our text does not leave us hanging.

He that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

When you see the world for what it is, when you make the choice to reject it, don’t stop there.   The way you step into the Alien life is by doing the will of God.  If you do that you abide forever. 

The will of God must cease to be just something we search in moments of major life decisions. It must become a lifestyle for us.  That is living the Alien life.  And the Alien life is true life at the highest level.  

You will kill yourself trying to live according to the worlds values, ethics, and morality.  You know why?  The Bible tells you, it passes.  There is no permanence there.  It changes from moment to moment, day to day.  

But the will of God as the touchstone of your life?  You know why that causes you to abide forever?  Because God does not change.  

Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

When the will of God is your lifestyle the basic truths of life will not shift like sand.

You will always know the right thing to do.
You will always be able to figure out what is truly important.

You will make the right choice.
You will do the right thing.

You will be the person God meant for you to be in this world.  

Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

If you make His will your lifestyle you will be living as an Alien and you will abide forever.  I am convinced that the moment is coming and will come for every one who professes Christ in which we will have to make hard radical decisions about how we are going to live our lives in this world.  We will either become part and parcel with the world or we will live as Aliens.  

The call to be a Christian is not a call to live the worlds life at a better level.  It is not life just like everyone else is living but with a patina of sanctification.  It is radically different life.  It is alien life.  It is unlike anything else on this planet.  

Recognize the world, Reject the world, Do the will of God
That is how you become an alien, an authentic Christian. 

The Alien Life Is Not For Everyone
(Offered to everyone, not chosen by everyone)

For God so loved the world…
If any one thirst, let them come and drink freely of the waters of life…

This promise is unto you, your descendants, as many as God shall call…
Come unto me all ye that labor, and are weary and heavy laden… (RIFF)

God is no respecter of persons…
But all though the offer is extended, not everyone can take it.  Like I have already said, it takes courage to reject the world, integrity refuse to allow yourself to become enamored of the things in it, discipline & caution  to make sure you never compromise your love for God by worldly passions.  For some people to live every day in pursuit of the will of God in every arena of there life is just way too much to ask.  So even though everyone could live life at an entirely different plane not everyone gets there. 

II Timothy 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having 

loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 

Hebrews 11:15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

You may think what I have spent four weeks preaching is just so much rhetoric.  But you hear me, the choice Demas made is one every one of us will be confronted with.  At some point the conflict between value systems becomes too strong.  At some point there is a realization that I cannot reconcile the kingdom I live in and the kingdom I belong to.  At some point you get tired of being a hypocrite in both worlds and you long for authenticity.  In that moment you better really see the world for what it is and you better really know the value of life in Christ. 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

They never realized how destructive the world is.
They never recognized the value of life in Christ. 

They never realized on what a high plane the Christian is privileged to live. 

They never realized how priceless the peace of God is.

They never understood how pure the love of God is.
They never knew joy unspeakable that is full of Gods’ glory. 

They never saw the slimy despicable nature of sin.
See, Paul is talking about church people.  They were here, among us, they went out, because being an alien is about more than attending church.  It is about more than doctrine, it is about more than dogma, it is something you are, something you become.  And they went out from us because they were never part of us.  

Always An Alien
But I cant go back… If they had been of us, no doubt they would have continued.   Implicit in this statement is the fact that if you ever really get it you won’t go back….He that [recognizes the world and rejects it] & doeth the will of God abideth forever.  

I have looked at it, recognized it for what it is, and I can’t go back.  

I can’t go back to ambiguous morality.
I can’t go back to self worth being determined by possessions.

I can’t go back to the only reason for being is my gratification of self.
I can’t go back to no peace.

I can’t go back to bondage to flesh and habits.
I can’t go back to cloudy ethics and shifting definitions of integrity.

I can’t go back to the endless search for satisfaction. (#1 anthem of locals)
I can’t go back to having a career as my only reason for being. 

I would much rather be an alien.  It is so much better as an alien. 

· II Corinthians 5:20  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ…

· Diplomatic immunity.

· Excuse for not adhering to social custom.
· Enjoy the power of my kingdom. (Hebrews 6:5) (RIFF: peace, joy…)
· Every where I go I am expected to be looking out for the interest of my kingdom. 
· I am not impacted by what happens to this kingdom, just my kingdom. 
· Identified by my ambassador/alien status, not “after the flesh”. (II Cor. 5:16)
I have told you how to become an Alien, Peter gave you an even more concise approach.  

Acts 2:38

Repent – Turn your back on the world, reject it.  Reject it to the point you are sorry you ever bought into it.

Be Baptized In Jesus Name – Do the will of God.  Manifest your willingness to do His will by publicly being washed of sin (the worlds stamp on you) in the waters of baptism, take his name, have Alien status conferred upon you publicly. 

You shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost – If you repent, become so sorry you were ever part of the world and reject it, do the will of God starting with baptism, God will place His very own Spirit inside of you.  And this is what enables you to live the Alien life in this world. 

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me…ambassadors…

This is how you become and remain an alien.  Paul said; “Yeah, there were some among us, they went out from us because they were never really aliens.  But this is not going to happen to you…”

20 But you are not like that, for the Holy Spirit has come upon you

You are not going anywhere if you are full of the Holy Ghost… Your kids will not be consumed by the world if they are full of the Holy Ghost…

You will not conform to the world…
You will be able to be an ambassador/alien…

You will not go away…
You will abide forever…

Your marriage will abide forever…
Your peace will abide forever…

Your joy will abide…
Your fulfillment will abide…

Your work will have meaning beyond a paycheck
This world will not torment you…

Because you are full of the Holy Ghost, because you are an alien in this world.  
Philosophies, ideas, money, humor,  sensuality, of the world are all fruit of a poisoned tree.  Don’t knock the tree and eat the fruit. 








