The 1.2%

Ecclesiastes 8:16 When I applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe man's labor on earth--his eyes not seeing sleep day or night--17 then I saw all that God has done. No one can comprehend what goes on under the sun. Despite all his efforts to search it out, man cannot discover its meaning. Even if a wise man claims he knows, he cannot really comprehend it.

The book of Job is essentially the story of Jobs’ life.  He was an enormously wealthy, influential, and prosperous man.  Because of a conflict between God and Satan Job lost everything.  He lost his family, his wealth, his influence, and even his health.  In the end he got it all back.  The book of Job is the story of this man’s life.  

There are 1105 verses of scripture in Job.  Job was aware of all of them except for 14.  These verses comprise the story of Jobs’ life.  He knew what was going on in almost the entirety of his life.  With the sole exception of 14 verses.  Those 14 verses tell the story of the conflict between God and Satan.  The statistical equation is 1.2%.   Job knew what was going on in 98.8% of his life.   It was the 1.2% he didn’t know about that was tearing his world apart.  

The 1.2% that was unknown was where all of the pain was coming from. 

The 1.2% that was unknown was where all of the confusion stemmed from. 

The 1.2% he had no knowledge of was where he was tested.
The final chapter of your life will be determined by how you deal with your 1.2%.  

No one can comprehend what goes on under the sun. Despite all his efforts to search it out, man cannot discover its meaning. Even if a wise man claims he knows, he cannot really comprehend it.

There are always going to be things about life you are not going to know.  There are always going to be things you cannot comprehend, you cannot make sense of, you don’t get.  You are always going to have to deal with the 1.2%.  How you deal with the 1.2 % determines what kind of person you really are.  

Do you know what Job did with his 1.2%?

Job 1: 20  Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 21  And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.

Job 13:15 Though he slay me, (He thought God was doing all of the bad stuff to him.) yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.

I know you have your 1.2%.
I know there are things that don’t make sense. 

I understand there are things in life that are not fair. 

I know there are things that keep you awake at night.

I am aware there are circumstances of life that shake your faith. 

Those things are your 1.2%.   Are they going to cause you to question and doubt or turn to God in worship and trust.   

Deuteronomy 8:2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

Israel assumed they were lost.  They assumed they were wandering aimlessly in the wilderness.  They knew they were supposed to be in a land flowing with milk and honey. Instead day after day they ate manna.  They knew they were supposed to be living in cities they did not build, instead they were sleeping in tattered tents.  You talk about confused and frustrated.  But Moses said God was leading them.  That is the part they didn’t know.  That is there 1.2%.  God is leading them using the 1.2% to find out what was in their heart.  

What you understand proves nothing to God.  It is what you do with the stuff in life you absolutely cannot make sense of that shows God what is in your heart.  

What you need to know about your 1.2 % is what you do with it determines the ending of your story.
What you need to know about your 1.2 % is that it reveals what is in your heart. 

What you need to know about your 1.2 % is that there is always a part of life you will not know. 

Dealing With The 1.2%
Abraham was told by God to offer up his only son Isaac as a sacrifice.  Lay him on an altar, raise a knife, and plunge it into the body of that boy.  Abraham had open conversations with God.  Abraham had proved his faith time and again.   But this…

This is his 1.2 %.   This doesn’t make any kind of sense.  This is beyond incomprehensible.  Whatever else you may understand in life, nobody understands this.  In this story is a pattern for dealing with your 1.2%.  The part of your life you don’t understand and that makes no sense to you. 

Genesis 22:2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 3  And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. (OBEY GOD / ASHTON / Ought to please God rather than mean) 4  Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 5  And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, (Determine that whatever else happens, you are going to worship / 3 Hebrew children….not going to rob us of worship unto the living God / May be in a prison with a bleeding back but you will not silence my praise.  98.8 percent of my life is awareness of God’s faithfulness, goodness, and blessing I am not going to lose my praise of 1.2% that I don’t understand)  and come again to you. (Believe God for the best) 6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 7  And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering:(Know that God is using your 1.2% for His purpose / All things work together for good) so they went both of them together. 9  And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10  And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 11  And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12  And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know (Remember that God is using that 1.2% to discover what is in your heart) that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 13  And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

When Abraham took off up that mountain he did not have a clue that God had anything else planned for Him.  If he had known that there was a ram caught in a thicket his journey up that hill would not have meant anything.  Do you know what is giving your life significance in the eyes of God?  It is that you keep walking, obeying, worshipping, believing, with that 1.2% hanging over your head, haunting your mind, disturbing your peace.  

Can you deal with the fact that there are just some things you are never going to have an answer for?

Can you obey God when it hurts and cost you?

Can you worship all the time?

Can you believe God for the best when things seem to be at their worst?

Can you be sacrificed for good? (this is what happened to Job & countless others)

Will your heart be proven to be faithful, trusting and obedient because of the 1.2%?

What is it you don’t understand?  What is it that does not make sense?  What is your 1.2 %?   What are you going to do with it right now?

