Sudden Storms

Mark 4:35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side.  36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships.  37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.  38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?  39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.  40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?  41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

God has a destination in mind for every life.  (verse 35)  The disciples are not out on a random boat ride; Jesus had a specific destination in mind for them.  

There is a place beyond your now that He wants you to arrive at. 

There is significance that surpasses your current situation. 

There is a meaning for your life beyond the moment you are in right now. 

Matthew 4:19 Follow me, and I will make you…<Calling of 1st disciples>
This is the promise and appeal of Christ.  He promises to make you into something you cannot even dream of.  He will help you arrive at a life destination, a soul destination, a dream destination, a destiny destination.  Get in the boat with Him.  Follow Him.  He will take you to the place you want to be.  He will make you into the living art piece He has in mind for you. 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus…

Isaiah 64:8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.

The master craftsman wants to go to work on your life and transform the raw material of your life into a master work of art.  

· Before you get in the boat to journey to your destination, before you start to follow Him into your destiny, before you crawl onto the potters wheel and allow Him to shape your life there is something you need to understand.  

· It is a journey not a tele-transport. <Didn’t flash them to the other side.> 

· It is a slow morph not a make-over. <Images morph a pixel at a time>

If you commit to this process you and God are going to be at it for a good long while.  You are not going to arrive over night.  You are committing to a life process that starts here and ends at a destiny that God has for you.  

Phillipians 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. <There is a reason, a purpose, that Christ is taking hold of you for>  13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things.

Paul wrote these words at the end of a long productive life.  And he says “I am not there yet, but I am still striving, reaching, trying to attain.  The true mark of Christian maturity is not perfection it is understanding that this is a process and committing to the process.”
Being part of a family of faith is all about being part of a band of travelers together on that journey. I am a guide, but I am also in the process.  It is about celebrating the emerging works of art that are the lives all around us. Get in the boat, GOD HAS A DESTINY FOR YOU!  But since you understand that it is a journey, it is a process, it is a slow morph, there are a few things you should prepare yourself for.  One of the things you have to prepare for is found in our text today.  

The Sudden Storm
The Sea of Galilee sits in a valley 700 hundred feet below sea level. Because of clashes between the cold mountain air from the northeast end, from the heights of Mt. Hermon, and the warm, moist air above the water, sudden, violent weather changes are common. The great windstorm Mark reports (Greek lailaps implies a furious squall) could just as correctly be rendered as a hurricane. Obviously this was a vicious, potentially life-threatening turn in the weather.  On your journey of life you will know the ferocity and fear of the sudden storm.  They will come with violence, destruction, and malice.  As they are crossing the sea to the destination Christ had for them it descended like the attack of a savage beast.  I was watching a special on Animal Planet with Nic Friday.  It was about tigers.  We watched them stalk their prey and when the moment was right viscously and without warning they would charge.  This is how the storm of our text came.  Erupting and creating havoc.  

This will happen in lives, this is happening in lives.  Lives that have Christ as part of them and lives that do not.  <We are going to come back to that. >  In the journey of our life without warning the storm comes…

When the Storm Comes…
It Comes To…

The storm comes with one simple intent and purpose.  There is no mystery here.  To jeopardize your journey.

To get you to despair. 

To get you to turn back. 

To get you to give up. 

To keep you from your purpose. 

To keep you from ever arriving at the place God has charted for you. 

And how you respond to it has everything to do with whether or not you survive it.  Some people do not.  As heartbreaking as it is the sudden storms will get the best of some travelers.  I come to educate some folks today so that the sudden storm that is trying to engulf you will not succeed and will not jeopardize your journey.  Your surviving sudden storms has everything to do with how you respond to them.

How You Respond Determines Who Wins

There are three common responses to sudden storms. 

1. People frantically fight what they cannot affect. 
A synopsis of this story across the Gospel accounts show a crew fighting a windstorm that was completely beyond their ability to control.  They were bailing water that was coming in unending, rampaging waves.  For every teacup they threw over board gallons rushed back in. 
You cannot affect other people’s actions. 

You cannot affect your past. 

You cannot stop the storms from coming. 

You know it is a journey-jeopardizing storm precisely because it is beyond your control.  <And yet people fight on…> 

Trying to stop the winds of other people’s opinions. <4 all these: How?>
Trying to bail out all the pain. 

Trying to keep the winds of confusion from ripping into their life. 

Trying to bail every last trace of every past mistake out of their life. 

Trying to stop the winds of repercussions from invading their life. 

When the storm comes a lot of people fight what they cannot affect. 

2. They mistake a lack of faith on their part for a lack of concern on God’s part.
Mark 4:38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow:  and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?
They assumed because they were terrified He didn’t care, yet up to that point they had not asked Him to intervene.  I know a lot of people in a lot of pain that say God does not care about their situation and yet they are busy trying to fix it themselves and have never asked Him to take over.  Worse yet, they take ten years making a mess of their life then expect God to fix it overnight.  When that doesn’t happen they get all bent out of shape and assume God doesn’t care.   Faith, in part, is trusting God enough to turn things over to Him.  Don’t get all torqued off at God for not intervening in your situation if you have never asked Him for help.  Before you assume He does not care give Him a chance to work in your situation.
II Samuel 22:4 I will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 5  When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid; 6  The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me; 7  In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears.  (Job Down to Tasus, Down into a ship, Down the throat of a great fish, down into the bottom of the sea, He cried out and God in His heaven heard him)
3. They fear their salvation more than the storm. 

Mark 4:39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.  40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?  41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?
Exceedingly – Even more than before…

The reason some people never make Christ Lord of their life is they are more afraid of what He will ask of them, what He will make of them, than they are of the storm they are going through. 

They are convinced they are still going to figure out a way to deal with it.  They disciples didn’t wake Christ up expecting Him to still the waves and make the wind stop.  They woke Him up to help them bail and row.  Not only did they have a lack of faith they had a total lack of understanding of who and what they were dealing with.  That is why we invite people to hang around a while and learn.  Make your decisions about Christ from an informed perspective.  

Don’t ask the creator to bail your boat out!   Have more faith than that.  Don’t be satisfied with Him just resolving your most recent dilemma, ask Him to transform you and your world.  By all means come to this altar at the close of this sermon and ask Christ to step into your reality in an undeniable way, but not to help you row, but to stop the wind.   If any man be in Christ He is a new creation…

People fear their salvation more than the storm because the storm is a known quantity.  I see people all the time with all kinds of hell breaking loose in their life, still afraid to let Jesus Christ be the Lord of their life. Like He is going to mess it up or something.  Hey pal, we do a pretty good job of that ourselves!  They don’t mind Jesus helping them row a little bit, bail them out.   But when He starts acting like God then they get spooked.   Some of us would see our situation turn around if we would let Christ do His thing.  

The Perfect Storm
Every life will have storms, more than one.  I want you to know how to deal with them, and not just deal with them.  Because the perfect storm is one that reveals God to you in a way you have never seen Him before. 

Christ stepped to the prow of that boat, looked at an absolutely boiling sea.  (Imagine perfect storm in a row boat) Speaks to it and it laid down like an obedient puppy.  In that moment He was transformed in the eyes of those people.   He is more than a teacher, more than a wise man.   This is God.   Can I tell you that a raging life-storm may be the best thing that ever happened to you if in that storm you find God.  You need to answer a few questions.

Mark 4:40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?
1. Why are you so fearful?  Are you afraid of the storm, or are you afraid of letting Christ be the Lord of your life?   Are you terrified of losing your life to this storm or losing your life to me?   If you are losing your life anyway why not lose it to the one that loved you so much He died for you?

2. How is that you have no faith?  I have heard it said that faith is a crutch for the weak.  Ok.  Here is what I know, the strongest among us will need something to lean on at some point.  I lean on the everlasting mighty arms of the Living God.  

The perfect storm is one that so terrifies you that you decide you have to have Christ in charge of your life.  

The perfect storm is the one that causes you to discover faith.  Faith at it’s most fundamental level is asking God to rescue you.  You are expressing a belief in God and a belief that God cares for you.  That is faith in it’s rawest form.  

The perfect storm is the one that reveals Jesus Christ as God to you.  

