Starting Point

A week.  Seven days of the most productive, creative labor the world has ever known.  But more than a week really.  Who knows how long the concept of a world filled with life and beauty had existed in the mind and heart of God?  II Peter 3:8 lets us know that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years.  Thousands of years were poured into the creating of this world and into the plan for a friend for God.  Out of His creative voice was produced a world of absolute harmony and beauty filled with life that is no less than astonishing.  For seven days He added layer upon astounding layer of absolute beauty and perfection until this spinning globe was a place that 6,000 years later still astounds and delights us.  But scarcely had the whole thing been in motion until it was all shattered and in ruins.  Because of the sin of man in Eden the plan collapsed and chaos, violence, disease, and destruction were loosed.  And all of the harmony was shattered, all of the pieces scattered, the parts broken, and the plan in ruins.  

I would have scrapped it all and started again.  I would have shoved the whole mess into some forgotten corner of the universe started a new project that had been debugged.  But that is not Gods’ method of problem solving.  

If I was not going to scrap it all I would have searched the smoldering ruins and pulled out every possible salvageable part, performed an exhaustive search, and launched a world wide emergency recovery plan that would have been almost as large as the scope of creation itself.   But that is not Gods’ method of problem solving.

God surveyed the destruction.  God observed how everything was going the wrong direction.  And stuck His mighty hand down into the wreckage and pulled out one…(pick up marble)

Nehemiah 9:7 Thou art the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham

Out of all that was shattered and broken in His world God started a recovery plan, God enacted a solution, God started a process to bring it all back to where He wanted and He started with plucking out one man.  

Know this, in the middle of every shattered circumstance, in the wreckage of every derailed plan, in the chaos of every life coming apart there is a starting point to the solution.  It may not seem like much, it may not wow you in the moment, it may seem for all practical purposes insignificant, but it is the starting point, the genesis of all that has to happen for destiny to unfold according to the plan of God.  

The Value Of A Beginning
I know I have not restored this table setting by picking up a marble, but it is a start.  I know God did not restore humanity by plucking one man out of an obscure town, but it was a start.

There is a plan to restore fallen mankind.
There is a process that will bring it all back to a state of perfection.

There will be a nation formed to give birth to a dynasty.
That dynasty will produce a kingly bloodline.

That bloodline will culminate in a savior, borne of a virgin, who will redeem the people from their sins.  

But it all starts with God reaching into the teeming masses of confused and lost humanity and plucking one out.  And that starting point is in every way as important as the end result.  

There is a way out of the mess you are in.
There is a place of peace and fulfillment you can live your life at.

There is a purpose for your life beyond the meaninglessness of your present.
There is a destiny for you, scripted by God, that is everything you have dreamed of and even more, because you can’t dream like He can dream.

There is an ending to things that is so much more glorious than the obscure beginning.
There is a place of wholeness that is a world removed from the pain you are in now.

There is a perfect solution to the unique circumstances of your life.
What has to happen is you have to be willing to sort through some wreckage and get to the starting point.  

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

Before this is through every family of the earth will be blessed.  This whole mess is going to be cleared away and restoration is going to take place.  By the culmination of this plan there will be a paradise that is more glorious than the first one.  But the starting point is one man coming out of Ur…  Therefore, that starting point is of inestimable value.  

We are so results oriented.  We only celebrate the fulfillment of things. 

We rejoice when someone claims the final victory.
We dance when the miracle is in our hand.

We wait till the smoke clears and the prize is in our hand before we praise.
We are not going to cheer until all the final report is filed.

We are not going to get happy until we know the outcome.
The big problem with that is some of us may not be celebrating anything until we arrive in heaven.  But my God is not like that.  He knows the value of a starting point.  He is willing to celebrate it. 

When Zecariah went to rebuild the city of his nativity there were critics and naysayers who didn’t believe his rag tag little band of followers would ever finish the task. 

Zecariah 4:10 Do not despise these small beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to see the work begin, to see the plumb line in Zerubbabel's hand.  

Zerubbabel has not yet dug the first trench, laid the first stone, or nailed the first board in place.  He is just getting the measurements and God is already rejoicing.  

If you could just make a start…
If you could walk to an altar…

If you could make a commitment to God…
If you could walk away from this service and take the first step toward your purpose…

If you would just begin to move in the direction God has for you…
Everyone else may just sit around and say “Call me when you arrive” but your Father in heaven will start to rejoice because you found the starting point and He knows you will arrive.  

Zecariah 4:10 Do not despise these small beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to see the work begin
Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

They may not be a complete perfect Christian yet 

They may not be winning souls to God

They may not be singing in the choir
They may still look like they did before

They may still be struggling with some issues 

The wreckage and debris may still be scattered everywhere..
But heaven is rejoicing because they found the starting point.  “God rejoices to see the work begin.”  (Cut yourself some slack, maybe you have not arrived, but you have started) This is a church that will celebrate your beginning, no matter how many times you begin.

You know why God rejoices to see the work begin?  

Phillipians 1:6 He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

God knows if He can get you to the starting point, if He can get you to make a beginning, He is not going to let you down after that.  

If He can get you to a place of repentance…
If He can get you to ask Him for help…

If He can get you to ask forgiveness…
If He can get you to make a commitment…

If He can get you to trust Him with the situation…
If He can get you to the starting point He will complete the work in you.

Celebrate The Start Because…
God does because He sees in the beginning the promise of fulfillment.  

Heaven rejoices as Abraham pulls up stakes in Ur because it points to a day when every family on earth will be blessed.
Angels sing and dance as the baby is laid in a manger because it promises a day when the sins of the world will be taken away.

God celebrates a man measuring where walls will stand because it portends a day when people will rebuild the city of God.
Destiny is in the beginning you make in this service.  There are generations of believers here.  There are whole families working in the kingdom of God.  There are lifetimes of peace and fulfillment.  All you may see is a walk to an altar and prayer torn out of your soul but God will rejoice because it is the starting point.  (RIFF)
Isaiah 46:9  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 10  Declaring the end from the beginning,

Once a beginning has been made God can declare the end.  You may not see it.  It may seem like all you have done is pick up one marble out of a catastrophic mess but God has the ability to declare your end from your beginning.  It is in your interest to make that beginning, to find a starting point.  From your start God will script your end.  We want God to tell us, confirm to us the end, before we commit to a start, but it is from the beginning that God declares your end. 
You need to find the starting point out of a financial mess
You need to find the starting point out of a depression

You need to find the starting point out of fear
You need to find the starting point out of the conflict in your marriage

You need to find the starting point out of addiction and bondage
You need to take the first step away from despair and hopelessness

You need to start the walk toward purpose in your life
· If you find the starting point you wont be so quick to toss aside what should be saved.

· People that don’t find the starting point give up on their marriage

· People that don’t find the starting point file bankruptcy

· People that don’t find the starting point give up on their dreams

· It may mean walking away (Abraham out of ur)

· If you find the starting point you wont be so overwhelmed by the enormity of the challenge.

· If you can find a starting point it will give you something to do besides wringing your hands in frustration. 

Remember, God knows the end from the beginning.  Let me phrase it this way the beginning makes the end possible.  I know that seems simplistic but it is profound, you release the power of God into your life when you find that starting point.   

Finding The Starting Point
Christ met a woman in desperate need of a starting point to began to walk out of the shambles that was her life.  In John 4 He met a woman at Jacobs’ Well.  She had been married five times.  Five failed marriages and living with a man who was not her husband.  Jesus very carefully led her to a starting point.   He took her through a process that got her to a starting point where she could turn her life around.  As they talk there is a marvelous transformation in her life.

John 4:10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

John 4: 22 Ye worship know not what:

1. She didn’t know who she was dealing with.

If you knew what I could do for you your approach to me would be totally different.   I am trying to get you to give me water but if you knew who I am and what I am capable of it would transform your response to me.  We have to spend to much energy trying to get people to give God worship because we don’t really recognize what is possible in His presence.

John 4:16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17  The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: 18  For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.

2. She had to be willing to survey the wreckage of her life.

John 4:25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

 3. She had to settle on what she did know.  

I don’t know how I am going to get out of this…
I don’t know what is going to happen….

I don’t know why this is happening…
I don’t know what people are going to say and think…

I don’t know how I am going to pay my bills…
I don’t know how I am going to save my kids…

I don’t know what the right thing to do is…
What do you know?  Do you know God loves you?  Do you know He died for you?  Do you know He exist?  Do you know it is not His will that any should perish but that all men should come to repentance?  Do you know He wants your marriage to succeed?  Do you know He does now want you ruled by fear and torment?  Do you know He died so you can be free?

If you can admit there are something you don’t know.

If you can honestly survey the mess.  (God came to terms with having made a mistake)

If you can settle on one thing you do know.

You will have arrived at a starting point out of your situation and God will start to declare your end.  

Verse 29 –  “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?”  I HAVE FOUND A STARTING POINT OUT OF THE SHAME, DISAPPOINTMENT, AND DESPAIR OF MY LIFE.  Each step in the process will bring you closer to the place God can start to declare your end.

You do not need a 50 point plan t your destiny.  You do not need a ten year plan out of whatever it is you want out of, what you need today, what is available to you today, is a starting point…

What was Easter all about?   We know the basics, Jesus was crucified, laid in a borrowed tomb.  <That tomb is empy…James Cameron>  On the third day, He rose up out of that tomb.  Well great, I am glad it turned out good for Him.  What we fail to understand, what we fail to celebrate, is that first resurrection was not a singular act, it was not a one time performance. 

Romans 8:29 – Firstborn among many brethren…
Colossians 1:18 - And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead
Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

