Sleeping On The Short Bed

Isaiah 28:14 Therefore, listen to this message from the LORD, you scoffing rulers in Jerusalem. 15 You boast that you have struck a bargain to avoid death and have made a deal to dodge the grave. You say, "The Assyrians can never touch us, for we have built a strong refuge made of lies and deception." 16 Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: "Look! I am placing a foundation stone in Jerusalem. It is firm,  a tested and precious cornerstone that is safe to build on. Whoever believes need never run away again. 17 "I will take the measuring line of justice and the plumb line of righteousness to check the foundation wall you have built. Your refuge looks strong, but since it is made of lies, a hailstorm will knock it down. Since it is made of deception, the enemy will come like a flood to sweep it away. 18 I will cancel the bargain you made to avoid death, and I will overturn your deal to dodge the grave. When the terrible enemy floods in, you will be trampled into the ground. 19 Again and again that flood will come, morning after morning, day and night, until you are carried away. "This message will bring terror to your people. 20 For you have no place of refuge – the bed you have made is too short to lie on. The blankets are too narrow to cover you. 

This is a prophecy to Israel concerning the imminent destruction of Samaria.  Because of the backslidden condition of the leaders of Israel God was going to use Assyria to judge them, by allowing Assyria to conquer the city of Samaria and take the inhabitants captive.  The rulers had scoffed at the prophecy of God because they thought they had found ways to escape what God had determined would happen with them.  There were three primary ways they thought to avoid the judgment of God.  These are the same things people use today. 

1. They chose to disbelieve what God had said. (vs. 14 – Scoffing)

2. They appealed to the false god’s, the idols of the land they were living in.  Instead of looking to Jehovah for their security, peace, direction, and fulfillment they turned to idols.  The reason people turn to idols is because it seems their demands are always easier to meet than God’s are.  

3. They looked to the culture around them for salvation. The rulers of Jerusalem were relying on a covenant that had been made with Assyria under the rule of Hezekiah.  They paid tribute to Assyria under the assumption that as long as they did Assyria would never hurt them.  Many people are buying into the culture around them, looking to it for their fulfillment, their peace, their well-being under the mistaken assumption that what they are embracing will never hurt them.  

Let’s Make A Deal
The Bible says the deal they had made, the bargain they struck, the covenant was a deal with death.   The KJV says it was not a deal with a savior or friend, it was a deal with death and hell.  It was built on lies and untruths.  In their quest for security and peace they ended up in a covenant with destruction.   

I find something curious in this text that is reflected in people’s behavior in all times and in all places.  They scoffed at what God said would happen to them, they claimed it to be laughable and then made a deal to avoid it.  If you do not believe it is going to happen why make a deal to try and escape it?

People laugh at the idea of faith in God for security then try and stockpile wealth in order to have security.
People declare the biblical concepts of the afterlife to be ridiculous then make the purpose of all they do to avoid death. 

Ignorant individuals declare the worship of God to be a waste of time then build a pop culture that does nothing but worship mortal men, and we do not even worship the truly noble and deserving among us, rather we have created a cult of celebrity.  

They scoffed at the idea of calamity coming at the hands of God then made a deal to avoid the calamity they professed not to believe in.  And the same thing happens all the time.  People make deals for peace, for fulfillment, for happiness, for purpose, and in some cases they believe they are making a deal that will settle the questions of eternity for their immortal soul.  The question is whom have you made a deal with and what will that deal provide for you? 

To feel safe and secure you made a deal to pursue wealth.
To feel good about yourself you made a deal to pursue a world definition of success.

To achieve peace you made a deal with how you will deal intellectually and emotionally with reality. 

People make the deal every day with every choice about how they will live their lives, the thoughts they will hang on to, the truths they choose to believe, the truths they reject, and the lies they choose to ignore. Again, the question is whom have you made a deal with and what will that deal provide for you?

There are two ways you can ascertain the value of your deal:

1. Test Your Deal

Isaiah 28:15 You boast that you have struck a bargain to avoid death and have made a deal to dodge the grave. You say, "The Assyrians can never touch us, for we have built a strong refuge made of lies and deception." 16 Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: "Look! I am placing a foundation stone in Jerusalem. It is firm, a tested and precious cornerstone that is safe to build on. Whoever believes need never run away again. 17 "I will take the measuring line of justice and the plumb line of righteousness to check the foundation wall you have built.

In ancient architecture a foundation stone was the absolute value from which all other building had to be figured.  The foundation stone set the elevation, all other building had to align with the foundation stone.  If something was not aligned with the foundation stone it had to be torn down and rebuilt.  God told them I am placing a foundation stone that you can be sure of, a place from which you can measure everything else.  There will be a measuring line of justice, a plumb line of righteousness.  Those lines come from that foundation stone.  Whatever deal you have struck better line up with that foundation stone.  Your Bible does not leave you any doubt as to what that foundation stone, rather, who that foundation stone is.  

Romans 9:33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

I Peter 2:4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."

Ephesians 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God ;20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

Jesus Christ is the foundation stone by which everything else must be judged.  You need to test your deal by Jesus Christ, and if it falls short of Christ it will not cover you, it will not provide for you, it will not protect you.  Your covering has to be compared to the cornerstone.  You made a bargain, God said.  So I placed in Zion a cornerstone for you to measure your bargain by, a standard against which you can test your deal.  

I will not apologize for declaring something to be absolutely true.  I know it is popular and fashionable to hedge, equivocate, and allow room for other belief systems and ideas.  But in this I will tell you absolutely that your only salvation in this life and the life to come is in Jesus Christ.  Any deal you make better be with Him.  

The people in our text made a deal with death and procured a covering of lies.  Any deal that is not made with Jesus Christ is a deal with death and a covering of lies.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, (Since HE is truth any deal not with Him is a deal with a lie) and the life: (Since HE is life any deal not with Him is a deal with death.  Proverbs 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.)  no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Not all paths lead you to God.  Not all faiths are equally worthy.  And you need to test your deal against the foundation stone and if it does not measure up to Jesus Christ it is a covering of lies and a deal with death.  Forgive me for being a little reticent in the past and a little politically correct but in our desire to not offend we have avoided saying what is absolutely true.  Life and salvation are only found in Jesus Christ.   Test your deal!

2. Trust Your Deal
If you reject Christ and do not want to see if your deal measures up to the foundation stone then you have only one other option.  Trust your deal.  You will be so sorry you did. 

The wisest man to ever live offers you this caution;

Ecclesiastes 8:8 No man has power over the wind to contain it ; so no one has power over the day of his death. As no one is discharged in time of war, so wickedness will not release those who practice it.

You are operating under the false assumption that you are safe.  You believe you cannot be harmed by the deal you have struck.  

Isaiah 28:17 Your refuge looks strong, but since it is made of lies, a hailstorm will knock it down. Since it is made of deception, the enemy will come like a flood to sweep it away. 18 I will cancel the bargain you made to avoid death, and I will overturn your deal to dodge the grave. When the terrible enemy floods in, you will be trampled into the ground. 19 Again and again that flood will come, morning after morning, day and night, until you are carried away.
There is a NT version of this warning…

I Thessalonians 5:1 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2  for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

Go on and trust your deal but you know something, I don’t buy it.  I don’t buy it when I hear people ridiculing faith in Christ.  I don’t buy it when people profess with their action that they feel security and peace with what they are able to grasp in this world, I don’t buy the apparent unconcern about the state of their soul, the nonchalance that is affected in the face of eternity does not really convince me.  The scoffing is a little hollow and the bravado is that of a small boy whistling in the dark.  

There is something present in too many lives that will let people know, if they can be honest with themselves, that they have made a deal with death, and taken refuge in a pack of lies…  They may not have the intellectual honesty and emotional courage to test their deal against the foundation stone.  They may profess blind trust in how they have decided to live their life.  But there is something that happens inside of them that lets them know…

<Go get comfortable>  <Dim house lights, leave just the platform totally lit>

Sleeping On The Short Bed
You don’t mind if I just…relax a little here.  So many people sleep during my sermons I thought I would give it a little try my own self.  Must be something about this place that is just conducive to real rest and relaxation.  (Tossing, turning…cant get comfortable.)  This isn’t working for me.  There is something going on inside some of you that is telling you that your deal is not the right one.  It doesn’t measure up to the foundation stone, Jesus Christ.  Even some of you that profess to follow Him are aware that your experience, the reality of your life does not measure up.  The prophet said you know this because your bed is too short, your blanket to narrow.  

Isaiah 28: 20 For you have no place of refuge – the bed you have made is too short to lie on. The blankets are too narrow to cover you. 

You can’t get comfortable.  You are never at ease.  You are always restless.  You are always worried.  The way you live your life is like sleeping in a short bed.  You are never at ease, never at rest.  You are never content.  Never content.  Never content.  Always troubled.  Peace is just an abstract concept.  You whole life is like trying to sleep on a short bed.  The deal you made gives you no peace, the deal you made does not cover you.  I am preaching to people that have no known a moments true peace in years, real soul happiness that penetrates to the core of your being is as ephemeral as steam.  All of life is tossing and turning.  

Mark 5 talks of the man that was “always among the tombs, crying and beating himself.”  Sleeping on the short bed. 

Can’t seem to have any enduring human relationships, they all end in conflict because you are sleeping on the short bed. 

Just cant get healed from the wounding you received so long ago because you are sleeping on the short bed. 

Cannot be at peace with the circumstances of your life because you are sleeping on the short bed. 

You are never happy for very long with anything.  All of your happiness, peace, and fulfillment come from external sources but nothing flows from within because you are sleeping on the short bed.
You need to make a deal with Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  

Isaiah 28:12 God said to His people, "This is the resting place, let the weary rest"; and, "This is the place of repose"-- but they would not listen.

If you seek peace, if you seek rest anywhere other than Christ you are making a deal with death, you are being covered with lies. 

Sisera – Judges 4 – Jael

