
Matthew 5: 7  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

(Recap) 

· “Blessed” or makarios can be translated “happy”.  Thus these beatitudes become keys to happiness.
· These keys will always be a direct contradiction of prevalent human wisdom and practice.  When these keys are enacted and practiced in our lives they will bring us into direct confrontation and conflict with our society.  This was true in the day Christ first taught these principles.  It is true today.  The reason is because the fallen nature of humanity is essentially unchanged.
· These keys are sequential in nature.  Each principle builds on the previous principle.
God always intended for his people to be agents of change.  If His only purpose were to save us He would translate us at the moment of salvation.  Since that has not happened obviously there is some other purpose for us.  Later in this same sermon Christ develops that concept further.  But this verse is the beginning.  It marks a change in the sermon.

The first four beatitudes deal entirely with inner principles and qualities.  The first four are entirely principles of the heart, mind, or both.  They are concerned with the way we see ourselves before God.  The last four are outward manifestations of those attitudes.  

· Those who recognize their poverty of spirit realize their need of mercy (Verse2), and are inclined to manifest mercy (Verse 7).
· Those who mourn over their sin (Verse 4) are led to purity of heart (Verse 8)

· Those who are meek (Verse 5) always seek to make peace (Verse 9).
· Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness (Verse 6) are always willing to pay the price of being persecuted for righteousness sake (Verse 10)

You see, God builds things into us in order that we might impact others.  Every thing He develops in us is first of all for our own good (Happiness) then what He has built in us will impact everyone we come in contact with.  

Again, the process is in a predetermined sequence.  The first outward manifestation of your faith, as it pertains to other people is the manifestation of mercy.   That is what we discuss in this lesson.  What has been built in us now begins to impact those we come into contact with.  And it starts by showing mercy.  This verse could be translated “Blessed are they that show, manifest, and demonstrate in practical real ways mercy.”

The Meaning Of Mercy

What is mercy?

Lets start by defining what it is not.  Some times this is the best way to get a clear picture of what something is.

1. Mercy is not an intangible.
One of the basic definitions of mercy is kindness.  The scripture says “Blessed are the merciful…”, or “Those who show mercy”  If you do not show mercy you are not merciful.  You show it in real practical ways.  Our great example in all ways in Jesus Christ.  No one can doubt His mercy.  

· He touched those no one else would touch.

· He reached out to the sick and diseased.

· He healed the sick, blind, crippled. 

· He was not afraid to let the unclean woman with the issue of blood touch Him.

· He found prostitutes, tax-collectors, the debauched and the drunken and drew them into His circle of love and forgiveness” –John MacArthur

Mercy is meeting peoples needs.  It is not simply feeling compassion but showing compassion, not only sympathizing but also giving a helping hand. 


Every since the 60’s this country has had an enormous philosophical problem in that we think because we “care” about something that somehow absolves us of the need to actually “do” anything about it.  Somehow wearing ribbons of certain colors communicates that we care.  As though caring would fix the problem.  “’TAINT SO!”   Who is more merciful, the activist that makes speeches non-stop about the homeless or my mother who works every week in a soup kitchen?  

We have “raised awareness” about peoples plights until we know them by heart and still no one does anything about it.  Hurting people do not need you to tell someone they are hurting, they need you to do something to ease their pain.

Merciful comes from eleelmon meaning beneficial or charitable.  The basic meaning is to give help to the afflicted and to rescue the helpless.  It is compassion in action. 

I understand that there is a spiritual application here.  We receive mercy from God as it pertains to our sinfulness.  There are some spiritual and doctrinal issues that need to be addressed when we describe mercy.  However, when we are defining mercy by how we demonstrate mercy, or by how we are merciful it has everything to do with how we live our life.   

Mercy Contrasted

Mercy is very similar to several other gifts that come to us from God.  Mercy is very similar to several virtues we should manifest to others. Lets take a little time and let me show you than contrasts.

Mercy And Forgiveness
Mercy has much in common with forgiveness, but is distinct from it.  Forgiveness flows from mercy.  (From God to us. / From us to others)  Mercy is greater than forgiveness because forgiveness only happens when there is a transgression.  Mercy can be manifested when there is no transgression.  God’s mercy does not just forgive our transgressions but reaches to all of our weaknesses and needs.

Mercy And Love
Forgiveness flows out of mercy, and mercy flows out of love.  Just as mercy is greater than forgiveness, love is greater than mercy.  Love can manifest itself in many more ways than mercy or forgiveness.  There does not need to be any transgression to forgive or need to be met for love to be manifested.

· Mercy is the physician. 

· Love is the friend.

· Mercy acts because of need. 

· Love acts because of affection, whether there is a need or not.

· Mercy is reserved for times of trouble. 

· Love is constant.

Mercy And Grace
Grace and mercy have the closest possible relationship. 

All of our problems, misery, and trouble in life are sin problems.  Whether because of our individual sins or because of the sinful world in which we live.  Mercy and its related terms have to do with pain, misery, and distress.  All of which are the results or consequences of sin.   Grace on the other hand deals with sin itself.

· Mercy deals with the symptoms.
· Grace deals with the cause.

· Mercy offers relief from punishment.
· Grace offers pardon for the crime.

· Mercy eliminates the pain.
· Grace cures the disease.

In the story of the Good Samaritan we see both elements at work.  He finds a man beaten and bruised.  The Good Samaritan took the time to cleanse and bind up the wounds of the man.  Then he took him to an inn, and paid for however long it would take for the man to get better.  Mercy showed up and stopped the hurting.  But when mercy did all it can do grace stepped in and said I now that the hurting has stopped let me help you with the healing.  In Christ we find both.  His mercy stopped the humiliation and saved the life of the woman taken in adultery.  His grace sent her on her way to send no more.  Aren’t you glad He can do more than just stop the pain.

· Mercy relates to the negative.
· Grace relates to the positive.

· Mercy says, “No Hell”.
· Grace says, “Heaven”.

· Mercy says “I pity you”.
Grace says “I pardon you”.

Now we have an idea what mercy is all about.  Lets look a little closer at the actual text.

Blessed are the merciful…

You are happy when you manifest mercy.  Happiness comes to you when you show kindness and compassion to others.  Let me suggest to you that the more you focus on others the happier you yourself will be.  Certainly there will be a blessing that comes from God.  But in addition to that showing mercy will in and of itself bring happiness and fulfillment to your life.

Our culture is the most narcissistic, self-centered, society ever.  It is also the most unhappy and unfulfilled.  When we get our attention off of self, and become involved in helping other we will be infinitely happier than we will spending all of our time pursuing our self-interest. 

Proverbs 11: 17: The merciful man doeth good to his own soul:

The best way for you to help yourself is to help someone else.  I have never met anyone who was immersed in helping others that was unhappy.  

“for they shall obtain mercy” 

Please keep in mind that the source of all of these blessings in this passage is God.  If you are merciful to people you will obtain mercy from God.  There are people that believe that if you are merciful to others they will be merciful to you.  Neither experience nor scripture bears that out.  Remember, these principles are contrary to conventional human wisdom.  Most people view mercy as weakness.  It has been said, we live in a dog eat dog world.  

No one has ever shown more mercy than Jesus Christ.  And it was His mercy that brought Him into direct conflict with a merciless government and a merciless religious system.  

So we are not showing mercy to people in order to obtain mercy from them.  The mercy we receive comes from God.  

As in the other Beatitudes the emphatic pronoun autos (they) is used.  Meaning only those who are merciful receive mercy.

II Samuel 22: 26  With the merciful thou wilt show thyself merciful,

Again, as with the other Beatitudes the opposite is true as well.  Those who are not merciful will not receive mercy.

James 2:13 Judgment without mercy will be

 shown to anyone who has not been merciful.
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The Keys & The Cost Of Happiness


(The Merciful)





Homeless


Crisis Pregnancy


Battered Spouses


Abused Children


Big Brother


Big Sister














