
Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

Again, in this Beatitude we see the logical progression of all of the Beatitudes.  The first three are essentially negative.  They are commands to forsake evil things that will bar us from the Kingdom of God.

1. In poverty of spirit we turn away from self-seeking.

2. In mourning we turn away from self-satisfaction.

3. In meekness we turn away from self-serving.
The first three Beatitudes are costly and painful.  

1. Becoming poor in spirit involves death to self.
2. Mourning over sin involves facing up to our sinfulness.

3. Becoming meek involves surrendering our power to God.

This fourth beatitude is more positive and is a consequence of the other three.  You cannot hunger after God until you are free from self.  A person consumed with self will have no heart or desire after God.  Their only desire will be to satisfy their material and carnal appetites.  When self is removed then an appetite for God can be born in us.  

This is the key difference between Saul and David.  And is at the heart of why David was chosen over Saul.  If you take even a cursory look at their lives you can see that even in the OT these principles would hold true.

Saul 

· Obsessed with his kingdom.
· Focused entirely on self.
· Repeatedly manifested selfish, self-serving behavior. (Not allowing his soldiers to eat. / Breaking promises.)
· Let God’s kingdom fall into disrepair while he sought to establish His rights.
· His life was filled with jealousy, mistrust, and depression.
· Ultimately took his own life.
Now look at the man who was not obsessed with self.  You will see the fulfillment of these conditional promises in the life of David.

David

· Was never self-promoting.

· Was content to spend time with God on the backside of nowhere.

· He was happy.  Certainly at times his life had trouble.   But each time he speaks of his trouble a statement of profound faith and peace in God follows it.

· As a result of having a life not marked by desire for self, David lived with a growing desire and hunger for God.

· Psalm 69:8-9 8  I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children. 9  For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up;

· Psalm 119-97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
· Psalm 42:1-2 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:

· Psalm 61 Judah. O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 2  To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 3  Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. 4  Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.  5  My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips: 6  When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. 7  Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.  8  My soul followeth hard after thee:

· David wrote this psalm while he was in the desert of Judah.  Apparently his thirst in that dry and arid place was an apt metaphor for how he felt about God.
Remove self, and the immediate results are;

1) The fulfillment of  the first three conditional promises,  happiness

2) You receive a growing appetite for God.

The key to spiritual growth is hunger for righteousness.  You will not pursue that which you do not hunger after.  

Hunger for righteousness cannot be something you reserve for another time in your life.  (My golf game)  I like the parallel passage from Luke 6:21.

Blessed are ye that hunger now:

Your immediate concern is finding God and His righteousness.  Until that happens nothing else matters.  Everything else can be put on hold until I find God.

I want my appetite for God to be like that of Moses.

· God appeared to him as a burning bush.

· He was witness to God’s might and power in the miracles and ten plagues in Egypt.

· He saw God part the Red Sea.

· He saw God’s visible manifestation in the pillar of fire and pillar of cloud.

· He built a tabernacle for God and saw the Lord’s glory shining in the Holy of Holies.

· The Lord spoke to him “face to face”.

And yet this was his prayer; “I pray thee, show me thy glory”.  

Happy are those whose driving passion in life is the righteousness of God, happy are those who will do whatever it takes, pay any price to achieve it.  Their passion will be fulfilled and satisfied.  

Before I go any further I want reiterate a point I have touched on just a little.  I want to really clarify this.

Appetite for God grows as we cease to fulfill our fleshly appetites.  Appetites of the flesh are fulfilled at the expense of our appetite for God.

Remember when mom would not let you have a cookie because she wanted you to eat dinner?  We have the same thing going on here.  You fill your inner man with everything this world has to offer and you will not hunger after God.

May I suggest that America’s obsession with things and our enormous appetite is a direct result of a lack of God.

Isaiah 55:2  Wherefore do ye spend money for that which

is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not?

Who needs the gargantuan portions served in restaurants?  Who needs an automobile the size of a Sherman Tank?  We have more stuff than anybody and still want more.  Our country is plagued by addictions of every sort.  Our appetites are killing us literally and figuratively.  It is because we are trying to fill a space that can only be filled by God.

The one thing the prodigal son had going for him was that he could distinguish between hog slop and real bread.  I fear that not many people have that today.  They are filling their soul full of every kind of rot never realizing that there is Bread from heaven and Living Water.   Dear God help us to be able to discern real bread from pig food.   You will never discern if you do not know the real thing from the fake.  If you have never had the real thing you will not know what your missing.  The prodigal remembered what bread at his Fathers house tasted like, that is why His appetite drove him back there.  Get a taste of the real deal so that you will not be deceived.  If you do not you will be like the people that Jeremiah spoke of.

Jeremiah 2:13 They have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.

Let me talk a bit about acquired tastes.  You can train your palate to like certain things.  My father eats disgusting stuff.  Growing up in poor circumstances that was what they ate, and that is what he developed a taste for.  Your palate can be trained.  Your spiritual man can be trained to hunger after righteousness.  Some things may not be natural.  But you can train yourself spiritually.  You can acquire a taste for prayer, for worship, for devotion, for Godliness.  The Bible speaks of people who so trained themselves in Godliness that they hated even the garment spotted by the flesh.  

In the Greek language verbs normally have objects that are in the partitive genitive case.  This is a case that indicates partialness.  A literal English rendering would be: “I hunger for some food”  or “I thirst for some water”.  The idea being that the person only hungers for some food or thirst for some water, not for all the food and water in the world.  

But here Jesus does not use the partitive genitive, but the accusitive, therefore righteousness is the unqualified unlimited object of hunger and thirst.  The Lord is speaking of, looking for, a people that want all the righteousness there is.  

Simply put, who is not satisfied?  Who wants more?  The key to what you get out of a service is the appetite for God you walk in with.  There are people who just want some, there are people who are never satisfied.  

Here is a little quiz to measure your appetite for the Christian life.

Is it;

Drudgery:

Duty:

Dedication:

Devotion:
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