
Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

(Recap)

· The Sermon On the Mount is Jesus’ radical plan for living that flies in the face of all accepted human wisdom, both secular and religious in nature.
· When accepted and lived these keys to happiness in life will bring you into conflict with the culture around you.
· Being “blessed”, which is the result of living your life according to these principles can be translated, “happy”.
· The first of these, being “poor in spirit” has to do with realizing our spiritual poverty and inadequacy, and is a gut shot and any religious notion that relies on self-righteousness.  We are blessed, not because we realize that we are righteous, and are going to be saved as a result of that.  We are blessed because our admission of inadequacy allows God to bring us into His kingdom.
· To mourn is to grieve and sorrow over that sinful state, and specific sinful acts.  It is the essence of repentance, that Godly sorrow that works repentance in our lives.
· Meekness continues the theme of humility that was started in the first Beatitude.  It speaks of the power that comes to the yielded submitted life.
· You will never willing submit until the result of your submission becomes the overpowering desire of your life.   This is the basis for the next beatitude, or key to happiness. 
· Body builders submit to the rigors of training, exercise, and discipline in order to achieve a perfect physique.   Their behavior borders on obsessive-compulsive.

· Hebrews 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The cross was made tolerable by the results of it.

Based on this understanding let me attempt a paraphrase of the verse we are studying tonight.

Happy or those whose driving passion in life is the righteousness of God, happy are those who will do whatever it takes, pay any price to achieve it.  Their passion will be fulfilled and satisfied.  

The meekness and submission of verse 5 is made possible by our desire to be filled with righteousness.

What It Is To Hunger

Jesus said that for us to have true happiness you must hunger after righteousness.  As with any of these Keys the opposite is true as well.   It is true on two levels.

No Hunger For Righteousness = No Happiness

When there is no desire for the deeper spiritual things in life there will be no ultimate satisfaction.  People that are indifferent to God are unhappy people.  

· The people of Ezekiel 8-10  Sat weeping while oblivious to the fact that God was exiting the premises.  

· Some people filled (satisfied) in a church service and in a church’s ministry while others do nothing but complain.   The difference is one hungers while another does not.

· Trying to feed a baby.

· In most cases how adequately you are ministered to has more to do with our hunger than with the quality of the ministry going forth.

When Your Hunger Is For Other Than Righteousness Your Never Satisfied

· You are never satisfied.

· Every other type of appetite only leaves you hungering for more.

· Nothing hungered for outside of God leaves you satisfied.

· This is how addictions are formed.  

· Alcoholics, drug addicts, sexual deviants, are all victims of a progressive appetite.  

· Rich man/One more dollar.

· Once appetite is awakened it cannot be shut down.

· This is dangerous in areas of false doctrine and sensationalism in church.  

Three individuals that hungered for things other than righteousness;

1) Satan – Hungered for power.  Lost his position.

2) Nebuchadnezzer – Hungered for praise.  Lost all glory. (Anything that made him praiseworthy.

3) Rich Man Of Luke 12 – Hungered For Material Security.  Lost the ultimate security, which is the salvation of your soul.

If it is for anything outside of God (Righteousness) your appetite will destroy you.

· Hobbies

· Careers

· Money

· Pleasure

· Sensuality

Proverbs 16: 25  There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.  26  The laborer's appetite works for him; his hunger drives him on.

Both good and bad appetites obey this same law.

There are two paths.  One path leads to life, the other to death.  Your appetite will drive you up one or down the other.  

Be careful what you develop a taste for!

Be careful what is allowed in your life and home.

Hungering After Righteousness

If  you hunger after righteousness however, you will be filled.  That is to say, “satisfied”. 

This falls in with the overall theme of our study in that this key is contrary to human nature and accepted wisdom, and it is paradoxical in nature.

The natural tendency of man is not to hunger for righteousness.

I Peter 2:12 -  Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud."

Now notice, as with all of the Keys To Happiness, this one also is paradoxical in nature.  

Satisfaction arises from dissatisfaction!

There needs to come upon us a divine gratitude for what God has done for us, but a divine hunger for more still.  

We are sometimes hesitant to express any dissatisfaction with God for fear it will be understood that we are disappointed with God.   This is certainly not the case.  We need to learn how to express gratitude to God for what He has done for us, while letting Him know we are hungry for still more of Him. 

· Blind man of Mark 8

Jesus said our passion for righteousness should be like hunger and thirst.

· This hunger should be among our most basic desires, second to nothing else.

· In animals the very first instinct is to feed.  The first thing the baby bird does when it leaves the shell is open its mouth and cry out for food.

· The first thing any mammal does upon birth is make its way to its mothers breast.

· This reaching for God must be among our basic drives in life.

· Hunger & Thirst are the most demanding drives.  They supercede the need for sleep, procreation, entertainment, comfort, & warmth.  

· Jesus was instructing us that we will find satisfaction and be filled in life when our hunger for Him supersedes every other drive.

· A starving person has a single all consuming passion for food and water, nothing else holds any appeal, or can even get his attention.

Psalm 63:1 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;

It is the starving prodigal that ultimately turns to his Father.

Righteousness is as necessary for the spirit as food is for the body.

Marks Of True Spiritual Hunger
1) Dissatisfaction with self.

· The person that is pleased with his own righteousness will see no need of Gods.

· “He has most need of righteousness that least wants it” –Thomas Watson

· The hungering Christian always sees the “one thing” that the RYR missed.

2) Freedom from dependence on external things for satisfaction.

· Only food and water satisfy the truly hungry.

· Only the Bread Of Life and the River Of Living Water satisfy and the truly hungry for righteousness know it.

· Their life is not marked by a pursuit of anything outside of these.

3) Craving for the Word of God.

· This is the basic food God provides us.

· Amos 8:11   Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:
· The famine or starvation does not come from a lack of the Word of God, but a lack of people hearing it.  Without the Word you will starve and die.
· Jeremiah 15:16 Thy words we found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart:

4) Everything about God tastes good.

· When you are hungry things you wouldn’t normally eat taste great.

· Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good:
· Fault finding people either have no hunger after God, or have an appetite in another direction.

5) Uncondionality.

· The RYR thirsted for things other than the Kingdom Of God, and was therefore unfit.  He placed conditions on Gods commandments and disqualified himself.

· When our hunger and thirst are genuine it will be with no conditions, we will seek and  accept the righteousness of God no matter what the cost or consequence.

· The spiritually hungry do not ask for Christ and;

· Economic prosperity

· Popularity

· Personal satisfaction

· And anything else

Christ alone satisfies.

Psalm 119:20   My soul is consumed 

with longing for your laws at all times.

Isaiah 26:9  My soul yearns for you in the night; 

in the morning my spirit longs for you.
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