
Matthew 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

(Recap)

· The Sermon On the Mount is Jesus’ radical plan for living that flies in the face of all accepted human wisdom, both secular and religious in nature.
· When accepted and lived these keys to happiness in life will bring you into conflict with the culture around you.
· Being “blessed”, which is the result of living your life according to these principles can be translated, “happy”.
· The first of these, being “poor in spirit” has to do with realizing our spiritual poverty and inadequacy, and is a gut shot and any religious notion that relies on self-righteousness.  We are blessed, not because we realize that we are righteous, and are going to be saved as a result of that.  We are blessed because our admission of inadequacy allows God to bring us into His kingdom.
· To mourn is to grieve and sorrow over that sinful state, and specific sinful acts.  It is the essence of repentance, that Godly sorrow that works repentance in our lives.
Now we take the next logical step.  Realization of  spiritual poverty will bring us to a place of repentance.  You will see that true repentance leaves us in a state of humility.

All of these keys to happiness are paradoxical.  Especially when you look at the word “blessed” as being interpreted “happy”.   

· Happy are the poor in spirit?  In our understanding no way does happy and poor belong in the same sentence unless you are saying that you cannot be happy if you’re poor.

· Even more strange, happy are they that mourn?

· Now comes the strangest of all, and what makes it strange is the conditional promise attached to it. “Happy are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.”    Yeah right!  We have always understood the exact opposite.  It is the grabbing, hustling, taker that winds up on top.  Jesus came teaching the exact opposite.  
 The Meaning Of Meekness

I guess the first thing I could tell  you about this thing called meekness is that it is not spelled with a “W”.  It is not weakness.  There is a huge difference.  

Weakness is the absence of strength.

Meekness is strength willingly submitted to another.

John 10:17,18  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.   No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

This is meekness exemplified fully.  Understanding that I have certain power, yet choosing not to exercise that power.  

 The underlying virtue here is humility, as in poverty of spirit.  Here is the difference.

Poverty of spirit focuses on sinfulness.  We are made humble by realizing how sinful we are.

Meekness focuses on God’s holiness.  We are made humble by realizing His greatness.

And man oh man is that humility thing tough.  It flies against this arrogant self that we live to serve.  This key to happiness cuts to the heart of our narcissistic culture.  We are a people consumed with self.  With expanding our little territories, and bringing more and more of them unto self.  Yet here comes Christ saying look, that will never make you happy.  We are obsessed with our rights.  Christ comes along and says abdicate every demand to those rights.  Become meek, become humble, yield yourself.  

We have opened several lines of thought, but before we pursue any of them too far lets talk a little more about what being meek really means.

This word here has several connotations in the original language.  Soft/mild/gentle It was used to refer to a soothing medicine and a soft breeze.   

How many have a life that is so chaotic and hectic that you could use a soft breeze, and some soothing, calming medicine?  I bet every one around you could as well.  Think how much more people would enjoy being around us if we got this meekness thing right. 

There was another way this word was used, and it is from this perspective I really wish to teach.  It was used in reference to the breaking of a horse.  By breaking I mean the process of getting that animal to yield his mighty strength to his master.    This is what Christ is teaching.  It could be paraphrased several ways.

· Blessed are they that submit their strength to me.

· Blessed are they that relinquish all claims on their life and give it to me.

· Blessed are they that no longer live for their own fulfillment but live to do my will.

· Blessed are they that no longer strive to achieve with their own strength, but instead willingly walk through the doors I open for them.

Achieving meekness, or yielding and submitting to God begins to complete a circle that was started by realizing our poverty of spirit.  In that moment we begin to turn away from self, that turning is completed during repentance or sorrow, and now we find ourselves facing God and submitting to Him.

Meekness is power placed willingly under control.  But what we must understand is that in the process of submission we achieve more than we ever would have.  

The Power Of Meekness

No world conqueror with massed armies has ever been successful.

· Hannibal

· Gehngis Kahn

· No Pharaoh

· Caesar

· No European Monarch

· Napoleon 

· Hitler

Make an impact, absolutely.  But ultimately fulfill their goal, never.  It has never happened.  I do not understand it, but it is a law written in the universe that it will never be so.  You may temporarily accomplish some victories through force.  But you will never ultimately win.  It has never happened, it never will happen.   Time after time the meek have won.  

The conditional promise of this verse will certainly be fulfilled in the new millenium, but it finds partial fulfillment even now.  Gahndi understood this.  

The young man standing with his hand raised in front of a row of tanks in Tiannamen Square in Beijing understood it.  Time and again people have tried to win by force only to ultimately be defeated by those who yield their strength to a greater cause and a higher power.  

Submission and willful limitation will bring incredible power to a life.

Virtually all great cultures and civilizations have formed along rivers.  Rivers that had the power to bring fertility, to cleanse, and allow ships and transport.  In our day rivers provide electricity that heats, cools, cooks, light, etc…   But what gives the river its power are the banks on either side.  Those two limitations force the river to run deep and strong.  Take away the banks and that same river will spread out over miles.  It will become a swamp.  Shallow, putrid, and worthless.  

Will your life become a river or a swamp?  Will you become a powerful force or a shallow, useless thing?  What will determine that is how well you handle this meekness thing, this humility before God, and this yieldedness to God. 

Christ

· The greatest accomplishment of His spectacular life was in dying on a cross and purchasing salvation for humanity.

· What made it possible was when He knelt and prayed, not my will but thine be done.

· He was certainly strong and capable.  Twice he cleaned the temple out by force.

· Yet many times in scripture He is referred to as gentle and meek.  

Here is the deal, Meekness does not use its power for its own defense.  

Joseph

· The shining moment in a stellar life came when he forgave those that wronged him and sold him into slavery. 

· He was able to do so because he had submitted his life to God.

· Genesis 45:8  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God:

· You cannot offend a person that is meek, that has humbled and submitted themselves to God, because first of all, they are poor in spirit, and they understand they do not deserve any kindness or goodness, secondly, they know that their life is yielded to God therefore the only thing that will happen in their life is what God allows.
· Wound up ruling Egypt.
Abraham

· Certainly could have demanded the lush cities of Soddom and Gommorah.
· Yet he took the low road, and wound up infinitely richer.
David

· Refused to raise a hand against Saul even though Saul was trying to kill him.
· Wound up on the throne with an eternal covenant promise from God.
No conqueror coming in violent force has ever been ultimately succesful.  Christ did not even come that way.  He came born to poverty, wrapped in grave clothes, slept in a feed trough, homeless toward the end of His life.  Riding in on a borrowed donkey, and even in that triumphal entry He is referred to as gentle. (Matthew 21:5) This more than anything is what caused the Jews to be unable to accept him.  This is why Christ is referred to as a rock of offense to the Jews.  They expected their Messiah to be a military conqueror, and the idea that He would be meek was offensive to them.  Yet it was His meekness, and yeildedness that allowed Him to be the greatest conqueror of all.

Until we learn this we will be powerless and useless in life.

Useless Things

· Unbroken Horse
· Medicine that is too strong.
· Wind out of control 
· Emotions out of control
· Gun powder
Yet all of these things, properly yielded and submitted have incredible power.

Why We Must Be Meek

While meekness certainly has its benefits…

Psalm 22:6   The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever.

-Learn to be content.

Psalm 147:6 The LORD lifteth up the meek:

There  are also a few imperatives…

James 1:21 receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

They – Emphatic Pronoun – literally only they

The King is dead…long live the king.
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