
Matthew 5:1  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:

2  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

(Introduction)

(This is not so much an introduction to the subject matter of this study, rather this is an introduction to the series.)

The Need For Change.

Contemporary society needs to change.   It desperately needs to change.  Even the most unaware of individuals understands that if we are to survive we must change.  Every area of society is in decay.

· Morality is scoffed at, and the butt of too many jokes.  Virginity and so-called bigotry against deviant sexual practices are the standard fodder to get laugh lines in most forms of popular entertainment.
· Ethics are the subject of high-brow debate, but in their heart of hearts too many people feel that true ethical living will just make them vulnerable.  Beyond that the modern ethicist has declared that there is no absolute right or wrong, but ethics must change with each and every situation. So now we decide what is right and what is wrong on a case by case basis, with no real regard for timeless truths and eternal consequences.
· Compassion practiced in America by and large has more to do with easing our conscience than really helping those in need.   As a society we have become modern day Ananias’ and Saphira’s, giving to what is chic and hip, our philanthropy is born out desire for recognition and acceptance rather than real empathy with the hurting.  This is why we can throw tons of money at a certain cause, while ignoring horror in another.
· Law has become something that we have learned to circumvent, and the rule of law an ideal to be debated and wished for, but not really something we live by.  Our jails have become the graduate schools of the criminal world, where men enter delinquents and leave hardened criminals.  Our own lawless nature has once again proved the veracity of the word of God, it matters not what laws are graven in stone or written on parchment if those laws are superceded by the laws in our heart.
· Religion by and large seems to be more about money and entertainment than anything.  Religious leaders continually find themselves embroiled in the same scandals that plague entertainers and high-profile businessmen.  
Can anyone dispute the fact that we need change in our society?  Can anyone dispute the fact that we need a national revival to sweep across our land? If it does not happen the world that our children will inherit will be a terrifying minefield that no one will hope to walk across unscathed.   I am here to advocate a societal revolution.  I am here to advocate new moral, ethical, and social standards that will revolutionize our world.  

The Means To Change

Well, not really new, they have been around a long time.  They were introduced to a society every bit as wicked and lost as ours.   Jesus came into a world filled with idolatry, hypocrisy, poverty, governmental corruption, oppression, and slavery.  We did not discover abortion, racism, sexual deviance, and corruption.  A quick study of history will reveal that all of these elements were prevalent in the world that Jesus entered into.  Yet when He arrived on the scene it was obvious that He was different.  He was different in every way.  He brought light into a dark world.  Hope to the hopeless.  In the words of Stuart Briscoe,  “Christ strode across a tiny corner of our world…and it has never recovered from His visit.”   John had this to say about Him;

John 1:4,5  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.   And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

He was a change agent, a revolutionary.  His life was so different. His thinking so much higher, (His thinking made Him great). His teaching shattering, both to the secular and religious worlds of His day.   Wouldn’t it be great if He could come into our world today?  Perhaps he could forge some change.  Guess what, He has.

I Corinthians 12:27: Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
· He is still here as the glaring contradiction to secular society.  

· He is still here as the stark contrast to the world’s philosophies and practices.  

· He is still here as a distinct discrepancy in the world’s uniform appearance of evil and unconcern.  

He is here in the body of His church.  He is present through the believers. 

However, He is not always seen.  His striking contrast does not seem to be readily apparent to the world.  Why?  For His difference to be seen His church must be different from society.  The difference of the church, and the difference of the Christian from the rest of society is determined by two things.  (The world needs to know that not only is there a way that is different, but that the different way presented by Christ is better)

1. By the degree to which both live in obedience to His teachings.

2. By how much we reflect the dynamic of His indwelling presence. 

These are the elements that will set us apart.  We need to return again to sit at His feet, and hear His Word.  We need to return again to the upper room and be endowed with power from on high.  Then we will become radical revolutionaries capable of impacting society everywhere we encounter it.  We will become as different as He was, and we will change our world.  

On the mount, in our text, Jesus delivered a series of simple lessons that were diametrically opposite of the accepted standards of ethics, morality, and social interaction, and He introduced a radically different way of living.  We do well to return to those principles and adopt them for our life.  If we truly desire to impact the world we are part of,  I know of no better way than to live these truths through the empowering Spirit of God.

The Method For Change

Before proceeding further, let me make one observation.  These truths were delivered to His disciples, not the general public.   His goal was not to get fallen society to behave like Christians.  His goal was to get Christians to stop behaving like fallen society.    When Christians begin acting like Christians, and living according to the moral, ethical, and social standards set by the Sermon On The Mount, we will see that our behavior is totally distinctive, and completely unlike society.  We will see that we are going head to head with culture on just about every conceivable level.  

If Christians lose their distinctiveness and fail to become what God wants them to become in a society, I.E. Salt, Light, the world will suffer because it will lose its Christian voice.  Perhaps the best hope for America is not for us to impose on fallen society standards of behavior they cannot nor will not keep, rather, the best hope for America is for Christians to adhere to the ethical, moral, and social standards declared by Christ on the sermon on the mount.  Once we begin to do that we will find ourselves going toe-to-toe with culture, we will become a thorn in the flesh to a system that is Godless. Because the canon that Christ left us is completely different from anything this world accepts.

A minority that is willing to be what Christ wants them to be can make true change.  He declared we are salt & light.   A sprinkling of salt changes the flavor of everything.  A small amount of light eradicates vast quantities of darkness.   And we start becoming those elements by living according to His teachings.

Distinguishing Marks

Galations 6:17 I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

There is something about the Christian that distinguishes them.  They are unlike all around them, if they are living according to the teachings of Christ.  Paul declared that he carried in himself the marks of Christ.

· Every environment a child grows up in leaves its mark upon that child.  We have become adept in our day at determining what kind of home an individual grew up in by the psychological, emotional, and sometimes physical marks left on a person.   You can tell people that grew up with security, love, and acceptance.   You can tell people that grew up with criticism, fear, and abuse.  Every environment where growth occurs will leave its mark.  

· Every school of higher learning leaves its particular mark.  Professionals can usually tell where another was taught and trained by the discipline they apply in their approach.   A pianist trained at Juliard  will have a different technique than one trained at the National Conservatory of France.  

· Different cultures leave their marks.  I rarely meet a Spanish speaking person that does not detect immediately by my accent that I learned Spanish in Argentina.  

You and I are no different, if we sit at His feet, absorb His teaching, allow His spirit to reside in us, we will be marked.  As surely as nail prints were engraved in His hands, so his character and mindset will be engraved in us.  

There will be four marks that distinguish us.  There will be four distinctives of Christian behavior that  will set us apart from the culture.  

1. Christians will posses and adhere to a different morality.  It will be a uniquely Christian morality.   

· It will not be derived from what is socially acceptable.  

· It will not be afraid of what is considered taboo.

· It will be founded on the timeless principles of God’s Word.

· It will possess the capacity for outrage.

· Jesus in the temple…

· Moses grinding up the golden calf…

· Phineas, javelin, Midianite…

· There are a lot of moral systems out there today.  They can be divided into two groups.  

· Those that come from human speculation about what is right and wrong.  Every man doing that which is right in his own sight.  We know what kind of disaster that will produce.  

· The other school of thought is based on divine revelation.  God speaking from heaven saying “This is the way, walk in it”.

· These two schools of thought will always be in direct conflict.  This is how come some issues will never have a resolution.  There will always be a body of believers on earth, and they will always be morally opposed to what the vast majority of society accepts.

· This is what Jesus was teaching His disciples, “Look fellows, ignore all the rot you are hearing, this is what will work for your life.  Don’t be surprised when all men revile you, because this not how they think”.

· Morality that works comes from a mountain top experience with Christ.

3. Christians will possess a different mentality.

· Phillipians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
· Romans12:2 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
· A distinguishing mark of a Christian will be that they will not think like the world. 

· I John 2: 15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the   

           eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17

          And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the  

          will of God abideth for ever.

· They will not value what the world values. 

· They will see the value in what the world despises. 

· The world learns by experimenting, we learn by listening to Christ.

· Behavior comes from our mentality, from how we think.  If you don’t behave like a Christian it is because you don’t think like Christ. 

· In Jeremiah God told Israel, “You have become involved in things that never entered my mind”    

3. The third thing that distinguishes the Christian is mastery.

· Unlike society it is not our goal to satisfy every capricious whim of  our flesh.  But rather to bring it into subjection so that our spirit may grow.

· (NIV) I Corinthians 9: 24  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26  Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27  No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
· I think the church has forgotten some things.  It seems that for too many the goal of their religion is simply an extension of the worlds narcissism, and it is all about satisfying your needs, and God giving you your desires.  Have we forgotten the call to discipleship…

· Matthew 10:38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

· Matthew 16:24  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 

· me. 25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

· Luke 14:27  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

4. The final thing that will distinguish the Christian is that he/she will be in the minority.

· Christ came to a world, out of it He chose a nation, out of it He gathered a following, out of the following, 12.  Then he turned around, and with those 12 shook the world.

· How will he change the world?  With a nucleus.  A core group that will follow Him.  A group that when every one else walks away will look at Him and say, “We have nowhere else to go, your our only hope”.   

· He will change it the same way you change the flavor of a bland plate of food, with a sprinkling of salt.  

· Read the NT, the book of Acts, one or two disciples turned cities out.

· I do not read in the Book where the whole world converts, would to God that it would happen.  But the Bible speaks of a remnant.  A bride called out…

This lesson is an introduction to a series on the Sermon On The Mount.  But more than that, it is also recruiting pitch for the revolution.  I want to impact my world.  Anybody want to join me.
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