Seizing Your Divine Moment

Matthew 16  The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 18  And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 19  And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 20  And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 21  And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. 22  And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.

If you could capture one moment of your life and alter it, or relive it, which moment would it be?  

Is there a particular moment in time that leaps out at you?  A moment where a decision was made, a course of action taken that you would like to take back? Maybe a moment when you did not make a decision that you wish you had made.  Perhaps there is a moment of regret?  

We need to be aware that moments lost in regret are exactly that, moments lost.  If we are going to exhaustively explore a moment, wring out of it all the potential of that moment shouldn’t that moment be in the future and not the past?  The 2002 Grammy winning rock album was U2’s All That You Cant Leave Behind.  One of the hit songs on it was called Stuck In A Moment.

I never thought you were a fool

But Darling, look at you

You gotta stand up straight, carry your own weight

These tears are going nowhere

You got to get yourself together

You’ve got stuck in a moment and now you cant get out of it. 

For too many people the defining moment of their life has already happened, and in a bad way.  And now they are stuck in that moment.  If you are going to fixate on a moment make sure it is a moment in your future.  

What if you knew that somewhere in front of you was a moment that would change your life forever, a moment pregnant with possibilities?   What if you knew for certain that just such a moment was coming your way, a divine moment, one where God would meet you in such a way that nothing would ever be the same in your life again?   What if there was a moment, a defining moment, where the choices you made determined the course and momentum of your future.  How would you treat that moment?  How would you prepare for it? How would you identify it?    What would you do with it?

This is exactly what happened to the men in our text.  God did to them what He will do to each and every one of us; He presented them with a divine moment that they had to act on.  Follow me and I will make you.  He never broke stride, he never slowed down.  There is not a lot of time given to them to deliberate, because that is the nature of time, it does not stop.  Moments move in a timely manner and time waits for no one.  God presented them, as he will present to each and every life, a moment in which to shape their destiny.  

James will either become a writer of the New Testament or remain a fisherman. 

John will spend his days at the side of God incarnate and become the beloved disciple or he will grow old tending nets. 

Peter will either die as one more nameless forgotten fisherman or be the founding Apostle of the church of Jesus Christ. 

God is presenting you with an endless stream of moments.  Depending on the choice you make any one of which could be divine, life altering, what are you going to do with it?  That moment contains your destiny. 

A Matter Of Moments
Moments are as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the beach. 

One of the Greek words from which we get the English word moment is atomos.  This is also the root word for atom and atomic.  It makes perfect sense that both these concepts emerge from the same root.  

· Both are the smallest measuring units.  A moment is the smallest measurement of time.  An atom is the smallest element of matter.  

· Both are infinite in number consequently easy to ignore, easy to overlook, easy to miss, easy to take for granted.  

· Yet they both contain the same disproportionate power relative to their size. 

Fission is the act or process of splitting an atom into parts.   It is seizing an individual atom and releasing the explosive power contained within it.  

When you seize a moment you instigate an atomic reaction.  When God presents you with a moment and you lay hold of it…  When you anticipate and seize that divine moment in front of you…. You will release a power that can alter lives, destinies, even the world.   You become a human catalyst creating a divine impact on the world. What I want you to begin to do tonight, and in the next few subsequent meetings is to pick a moment, not one from you past, but one from your future, that you are going to seize, squeeze, and use to explode into the destiny God has for your life. 

It was the preaching of Peter that explosively launched the church in the book of Acts.   That explosion in Jerusalem began the moment he left his nets and began to follow Christ. 

These men, seized upon the moment in front of them, straightway, immediately, following Christ.   Their lives were never the same, their world was never the same.  What will you do with the moment in front of you? 

I Corinthians 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.

This is the terminology of scripture concerning a moment.  Don’t blink or you will miss it.  

Seizing The Moment
How do you seize that moment in front of you?  How do you know which moment to seize?  Which ones are divine?   

All moments, like all atoms, have the same explosive potential.  What unlocks the power of a moment is something we control.  Choice.  What you choose to do or not do.  How you choose to respond.  How you choose to think.  How you choose to act.  These choices determine the value of each moment. 

Think of it this way. A moment is the gateway through which your divine journey to your God given destiny begins.  Choice is the key that unlocks that gate.   The most spiritual activity of any life is not prayer, Bible reading, worship, or meditation.  It is making choices, because each choice either lets a moment slip by or unlocks the dynamic of that moment.  

In Genesis 2 God placed humanity in a garden of choices.  

Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

God placed them in a place of endless good choices and one bad one.  It was full of opportunities for endless pleasure and fulfillment.  Adam had countless good trees, endless selection available to him.  There was only one wrong choice available to him, and the idiot screwed it up.  

Choices Matter

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;

In case you doubt the power of a choice, the power of a moment that is unleashed by choice, consider what entered the world by Adams’ choice.  

Every death
Every crime

Every instance of abuse
Every disease

Every war
Sin and death entered the world by one mans choice.  In a moment.  Don’t think that your choices do not matter or are insignificant.  That they only affect you.   That same moment can work just as powerfully for good.  

Like Adam, the course of our life is charted by the choices we make.  And each choice steers us closer to God or away from Him.  Each one is of inestimable value.  

The thing that really ticks me off about Adam is he had endless options for good, and only one bad choice he could possible make.  It seems like my life is exactly the reverse.  Every day is like tiptoeing through land mines.  It seems like instead of a Garden of Good choices with only one bad I live in a jungle of bad choices with just a few good ones here and there.   Thankfully this is not true. Let’s look at God’s perspective. 

Deuteronomy 30:12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?"

13  Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, "Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?"  14  No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.

15  See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.

16  For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 17  But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18  I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19  This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 20  and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Here is the deal.  You can seize a moment that is right in front of you, make it explosive, cause it to change your destiny, the lives of people around you, your world.  Moses make a direct link between choosing life, blessing, prosperity, increase and loving God and following after Him.  

Momentous Decisions
Like the fishermen beside the sea you have momentous decisions to make.  Any one of which could forever change your destiny.  It starts with choosing to follow Christ, to follow God.  That is the first choice which can make any moment divine.  A moment when a person makes that choice is without question divine.  And that choice will chart a course of blessing and peace for your life.  

What are you going to do with this moment?  It could change your life. 

Are there any choices you are struggling with that you would like us to pray about?

