Pack Appeal (part II)

1. Last week we learned a profound truth from the Word of God.  In 1st Corinthians 10 we saw how all of Israel shared common spiritual experiences, received the same spiritual nourishment, enjoyed the same spiritual deliverance, yet in spite of all of that shared commonality there were many of them that did not please God.  They thought that being part of the pack, achieving a status quo among a group of people would suffice in their relationship with God.  Only to discover that you can please the pack, fit in well with the pack, obey the rules that govern the pack, share all of the experiences of the pack, and still come short of God’s expectation of and for you.  If you get caught up in what we called “the pack appeal” it will stymie your growth if not worse, it may cause God to be displeased with you. But we learned a strategy that will keep us from ever just being part of the pack.  

2. Make sure our walk with God is personal.

3. Make sure you have a relationship with Christ, not just a church. 

4. Make sure our walk with God is purposeful. 

5. Take ownership of your spiritual life, do not just be shaped by the atmosphere you are in. 

6. Make sure our walk with God is powerful.

Your walk needs to be more than cerebral, more than emotional, it needs to be Spirit filled. 

If our walk with God, our spiritual life becomes personal, purposeful, and powerful we will not fall, we will be effective, we will be fulfilled, we will achieve and excel for the Kingdom of God and in our personal lives.  

Work On Your Walk
The Apostle Paul has some great input about our spiritual walk that will help us to have a walk that is personal, purposeful, and powerful. 

Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

You did not just stumble into what is meant to be a personal, purposeful, powerful walk.  You were not recruited to it by the church, you did not just start running with the pack.   Rather Paul says you were called, (Vs.1) This same passage in the NLT says you were called by God.  This is amply proved throughout scripture, let me give you just a few references.

1st Peter 5:10 – It is the God of all grace who has called us to His glory 

1st Peter 1:15 – He that has called us is the only holy one

2nd Timothy 1:8 & 9 – It is God who saved us and called us
1st Thessalonians 2:12 Walk worthy of God, who called you unto his kingdom and glory.

1st Corinthians 1:9 - God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
You were called to this walk by God!   You have to get that.  You were not recruited by the church, you did not get membership into the pack, you did not stumble into this fellowship, you are not here by virtue of your heritage, you were called by God.  (RIFF – Knowing He still called me) 

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except 

the Father which hath sent me draw him:

You were called by God and the Apostle charges you with that fact. Work on your walk because you were called to it by God. 

In Ephesians 4 Paul is going to give us three instructions concerning this personal, purposeful, powerful spiritual walk we are called to. 

1. Walk worthy (vs. 1)

Measuring up to the prevailing spiritual climate around you may or may not make you worthy.  You need a better gauge than what others around you are or are not doing if you are really going to walk worthy.   The criteria you are being judged by is not how you stack up to others. 

Luke 18:10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other:

Your gauge of whether or not your walk is worthy of the calling of God is never what others are doing.  It is never what is accepted or even encouraged by the pack.  Your first admonition is that your spiritual walk be deemed worthy by God. 

2. Walk With (Vs. 2)

This is where that purposeful part of your spiritual walk really has to kick in.  Because the attitudes you are admonished to walk with will only happen if you rigorously develop them in yourself. Lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.  These are the attitudes you walk with.   The only way you get them is if your walk is personal, daily communication with Christ, if it is purposeful, you are making sure these are the prevalent attitudes of your life, powerful, these things are the fruit of the Spirit.  You will not get them with out the Holy Spirit being resident in you.  (forbearing –putting up with)

3. Walk Until (Vs. 13)

Now you are walking personally with Christ every day, and you are walking with purpose, taking ownership of your spiritual development, and you are walking with power, full of the Holy Spirit that enables you to walk with meekness, longsuffering, and love.  How long do you have to keep that up? 

Until the church culture around you slaps their seal of approval on you?
Until you look, act, talk, and think like everyone else in your pack?

Until you are praying more, reading more and obviously are more spiritual than everyone you know?
Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
Keep walking until you measure up to the stature of a “perfect man”.  What is the measure of a perfect man?  It is not the standard your church set.  It is Jesus Christ.  You keep walking hand in hand with Christ, purposefully, powerfully, until you measure up to Jesus Christ.   

You have a long walk ahead of you.

Don’t get proud just because you have been walking for a while.
Don’t think you are something because you have outpaced the pack.

Don’t feel like you have arrived because you have a few disciplines.
Don’t act so self-righteous just because you have covered a few miles. 

Ease up on the self-congrats because you stroll better than others.
You have a long walk ahead of you. 

What we are trying to get to is not an acceptable church standard, what we are trying to get to is not distance from the culture around us, what we are striving for is not to be like everyone else in our church.  We are trying, reaching, stretching to measure up to Jesus Christ, and we are commanded to walk until we reach that mark of perfection.  

The Standard
The standard, the measure is Jesus Christ.  
We are not holy, we have not arrived, we will not have perfect unity (forbear one another) we will not have parity, many times we are not even going to have similarity until, until, until we come to the measure of the stature of Jesus Christ.  

Quit trying to be like the pack and try to be like Jesus.
Quit trying to be different than the culture, just be like Jesus.

Quit expecting others to measure up to your understanding until you measure up to Jesus. 

Don’t let people browbeat you into aligning with church dogma, you just strive to align with Jesus. 

Quit suffering guilt and condemnation because you can’t keep pace with the pack and just keep walking until you are in stride with Jesus. 

He is the measure, He is the standard, He is what we are trying to become, He is the benchmark.

Rules cannot bring us into unity.  Being like Jesus will. He is the standard.

There was a time when there was no standard for weights and measurements.  It was subjective.  A pound of butter was whatever your grocer said it was.  10 feet of lumber depended on which lumberyard you shopped.  The measure of any item was dependent on the one doling it out.  In 1836 there was some effort made to regulate measures and weights to insure that consumers were not ripped off.  Then in 1911 Woodrow Wilson established the Office of Weights and Measures.  There job was to state definitively how much is a pound, how long is an inch, how much is a gallon.  Then make sure that merchants lined up with a standard measurement.  Without the standard that was established it was chaos one idea was as good as another.  

God has saved us from similar confusion in living for God.  If we ignore the standard, we will be subjected to every preachers, churches, or organizations standard.  But if we look into the word of God we see that we do not have to have confusion, there is a standard established, just as surely as Woodrow Wilson established the O.W.M. 

Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ
As long as Christ is your standard you will be ok.  We will have unity when Christ becomes the standard for every body of believers.  You may keep up with the pack and not measure up to Christ.  You may shine in a certain setting where the standard is based in something other than Jesus only to come up way short by God’s standard.  

What is the standard for loving your wife?

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

What is the standard for forgiving people?

Collosians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

What is the standard for loving relationships among people?

Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Paul told us plainly that what he was reaching for was found only one place…

Phillipians 3: 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

The mark, the measure, the standard is not found anywhere else except in Christ. 

II Corinthians 10:12  For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. (They are not wise because they are measuring with the wrong standard….like using a map of Chicago to get around L.A.) 13  But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us.

What is the measure of the rule that has been given us?  Jesus Christ.  

Comfort, Terror, Comfort
I cant tell you how relieved I was to learn in the word of God that I don’t have to measure up to you or any of your ideas.

I cannot tell you how terrified I was when that achievable standard, (which is why some of you are so in love with it) was replaced by one so high I almost despaired.

Then I went back to the word…

Collosians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:7  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

