Pack Appeal (part III)

1. We have covered a lot of ground in the past couple of weeks.  
2. From 1st Corinthians 10 we saw how all of Israel shared common spiritual experiences, received the same spiritual nourishment, enjoyed the same spiritual deliverance and they thought that being part of the pack would suffice in their relationship with God.  Yet they discovered that you measure up to the pack and be short of God’s expectation of & for you. We learned a strategy that will keep us from ever just being part of the pack.  

1. Make sure our walk with God is personal.

Make sure you have a relationship with Christ, not just a church. 

2. Make sure our walk with God is purposeful. 

3. Take ownership of your spiritual life. 

3. Make sure our walk with God is powerful.

4. Your walk needs to be more than cerebral, & emotional, it needs to be Spirit filled. 

5. Then in Ephesians 4 the Apostle Paul gave us some instruction that will help make sure our walk is personal, purposeful, and powerful.  God called us to this walk, there is a way we are to walk, and there is a destination we are walking toward.  
6. Walk worthy (vs. 1) The goal is not to measure up to the prevailing spiritual climate around you.  We have to be striving to reach God’s standard, not the packs.
7. Walk With (Vs. 2) We are instructed to walk with lowliness, meekness, & longsuffering The only way to “walk with” is if your walk is personal, purposeful, & powerful.  These things are the fruit of the Spirit.  You will not get them with out the Holy Spirit being resident in you. 

8. Walk Until (Vs. 13) Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

Then the Apostle gives us pure gold.  The measure we are striving for is not what this pack may or may not be like.  The measure, the standard we are striving for, walking toward, is Jesus Christ. 

Quit trying to be like the pack and try to be like Jesus.
Quit trying to be different than the culture, just be like Jesus.

Quit expecting others to measure up to your understanding until you measure up to Jesus. 

Don’t let people browbeat you into aligning with church dogma you just align your life with Jesus Christ.

Quit suffering guilt and condemnation because you can’t keep pace with the pack and just keep walking until you are in stride with Jesus. 

Now we come full circle.  We know how to never buy into the pack appeal, we know how to walk, we know what we are walking toward, trying to measure up to.  Lets go back to the beginning for a little more knowledge. 

I Corinthians 10:1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 

I missed something on our first pass through this text that I need to bring you back to that will drive home the importance of all I have said.  There is a danger that we must escape and the way to escape it is that personal, purposeful, powerful walk that I have been preaching about these past two weeks.   

The Predator & The Pack
Like I told you in the first sermon, there are reasons fish school, and birds flock, and animals run in herds and packs.   They think this makes them invulnerable to predators.  If we all look alike, act alike, move alike the predators will not be able to pick one of us out.  From a distance some schools of fish can actually appear to be one giant fish.  The thinking being that this will keep the predator away.  

Well if we all dress alike, act alike, talk alike, look alike…  If I can just blend into the pack I will be safe. 

Before you decide to just blend in and run with the pack know two things:

1. There is a real predator after you.  

I Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:

Genesis 4:7 Sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." (NIV)

This thing is real, there is a real entity that wants to destroy your life, destroy your mind, ravage your peace, rip your family apart, crush every ounce of dignity in your being, bind you with addiction, trap you with evil desire, and ultimately send your soul into a Godless hell for all eternity.   There is a real predator after you.  You must know that.  

2. The pack cannot protect you. 

Well if I am just a good upstanding member of the church, if I obey all the rules, if I listen to the sermons and sing the songs, maybe get a WWJD bracelet I will be safe.  As long as I am running with the pack I will be ok. 

I mean, all that stuff about walking personally with Christ, and walking purposefully in my faith, and walking with power, filled with the Holy Spirit.  All of that stuff sounds good but it is so hard, it is so much work, I will just run with the pack. The walk is too much work.  The standard (Jesus Christ) is too stringent.  I am just going to hang out under the cloud, eat the spiritual food, drink the spiritual drink, and be a good member of the pack just like everybody else.  (Reference predator scriptures) That predator is out there and the pack cannot protect you. 

Membership in the pack does not make you exempt from attack.
Blending in will not keep you from being picked off. 

Your religious experience has not inoculated you against sin.

Achieving pack status does not help you achieve untouchable status.

There is no spot deep enough in the church to elude the predators grasp.
Picking Apart The Pack
This is a central part of the message that Paul is giving us in this passage. 
I have shared at great length all of the things these people had in common spiritually.  

The same experience of God’s presence.
The same spiritual deliverance. 

The same baptism. 

The same spiritual nourishment.  

But the things they shared went much, much deeper.  

· They shared a common ancestry and bloodline. They were all direct descendants of Abraham.  A common gene pool.

· They shared the common experience and background of being slaves.

· They had an identical economic background of abject poverty. 

These people were exactly alike in every way up to their deliverance, shared the same deliverance, and had the same spiritual experience on the other side of deliverance.  You should be able to predict with great accuracy what would happen to them.

I Corinthians 10:6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; 

Some of them?  Some of them?  They were all Abraham’s descendants, they were all from the same background, they all were under the glory cloud of God’s presence, they all ate the spiritual food, but only some of them got caught up in idolatry.

as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 8  Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 9  Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10  Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.

Do you see what is happening?  They are all running as a pack.  And the predator is getting them. But not like you would think.  I would think they would all fall to idolatry, but is just some.  Or all to fornication, but it is just some.  A few here, a few there. The predator is getting them the way predators always get herd animals, a few here, a few there.  Picking apart the pack.  A weak one, a straggler.  The pack kept running and a few more fell to temptation.  And he is picking apart the pack. 

The numbers are never big.  23,000 to fornication.  A few hundred thousand to idolatry.  Around 60,000 in the rebellion of Korah.  But he is relentless and the pack cannot protect you.  So is spite of the shared glory cloud, the shared deliverance, the shared baptism, the shared spiritual food the predator keeps killing and destroying, picking apart the pack.

When the predator is picking apart the pack there are things you must be aware of. 

· Just because he did not get you with the first attack does not mean you are no longer in danger. 

· Those that did not fall to idolatry fell in fornication.

· Those that did not fall in fornication fell in rebellion. 

· Those that did not fall in rebellion started murmuring. 

· He will not stop trying, he will not let up, he is endlessly creative and resourceful.  What does not tempt you will destroy another.  What others could care less about will ravage your life.  

1. The attack need not be a spectacular assault to kill you. 

-  23,000 fell to fornication.

-  60,000 in the rebellion of Korah.

-  The number of those that died from the fiery serpents was numerous, 

    but not staggering. 

-  The vast majority that died in the wilderness died because of their  

 murmuring and complaining.  You may not have a pornography

 addiction, you may not be violent and abusive, and you may not be

 caught up in materialism.  He may get you with something as

 seemingly innocuous as your attitude that you can’t seem to get in

 check.   Can I read it to you again?  Do you now see the gravity of the

 charge to us in Ephesians 4?

Ephesians 4:2 Walk with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

He is trying to save you from being picked off by something as small and insignificant as your attitude and what you say. 

2. The experience of the pack does not insure safety.

I am so tired of people blaming failure in their walk with God on their church.  “My church isn’t spiritual enough”  “The sermons are too shallow”  “The worship isn’t deep enough”  “My church doesn’t pray enough”.   All of these reasons are offered for spiritual failure in lives.  What happens here can strengthen, bless, encourage, instruct, and guide.  But ultimately you are responsible for your walk with God.   

Well, if we just had more glory, more of God’s manifest presence in our church I would do better. 

They walked out from under a cloud of God’s presence and committed idolatry.   They committed fornication in the flickering light of the pillar of fire that was the visible manifestation of God’s presence.  If you don’t want to live righteous there is not a move of God powerful enough to make you.  

Well, if we just had more miracles I could live a life of faith. 

They crammed angels food from heaven into their mouths, drank icy water that was gushing from a rock that followed them across the desert and before they could brush the crumbs off they were griping.  

I sure could worship more if we just got a fresh word from God every now and then. 

They could not stop partying long enough to listen to Moses when he was trying to share with them the Law carved in stone by God’s own finger. 
The bottom line is the corporate experience in God can bless you, give you a place of ministry, instruct you, be strength for you.  But baby, you are going to have to walk the walk on your own.  You are going to have to make it personal, purposeful, & powerful.  Your life in Christ is celebrated in this place but not lived out in this place.  We live it out there, alone on the job, alone in our school, walking through our day.  Occasionally rubbing shoulders with a fellow traveler, but for the most part going it alone.  And it really does not matter how loud we shout on Sunday, how good the sermon is, how much the music rocks and rolls he is still coming after you on Monday morning. 

This whole sermon series is about one thing, making you responsible for your walk with God, your life in Christ. 

Phillipians 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13  for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."

I Peter 1:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."

17 Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.

Paul wraps up this passage that we have spent three weeks exploring with a single statement he has been driving at the whole time.

I Corinthians 10:11  Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come 12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  

You think you are ok because the idolatry attack missed you.
You think you are ok because of what you experience here. 

You think you are ok because there is nothing hideous in your life. 

You think you are ok because you blend so well. 

You think you are ok because you are moving with the pack, just like them. Same direction, same pace, same experience, read the same books. 

Let me point something out to you in closing.  Scholars argue over the exact number of Israelites that left Ramses in Egypt headed to the Promised Land.  I have heard as few as 600,000 and as many as 5 million.  Based on population growth patterns, scriptural and historical records I certainly believe it was more than 600,000.  But lets take the low number. 

600,000 set out from Ramses. 

Only two of them crossed the Jordan into the Promised Land, Joshua and Caleb. 

Matthew 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

You better make your walk personal. 

You better make your walk purposeful. (Find a destiny)

You better make sure it is powerful.

Or you will be cut out of the pack and become prey. 

