Pack Appeal

I Corinthians 10:1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: 

Pack Mentality
For all of the alleged love of individuality and for all the supposed appreciation for idiosyncratic behavior people pretty much want to be part of a group.  Even the most eclectic types find others that are into the same stuff and they hang together.  The kids who get piercings to declare their individuality hang out with other pierced kids. No matter how bizarre your behavior or how eccentric your tastes are there is a support group for you or a club for you to join. 

The bottom line is we really do believe there is safety in numbers. 

We really do believe might makes right. 

We really do feel more comfortable with people around that reinforce our behavior, even if we are a bunch of lemmings running off a cliff.  

True lone wolves are a rarity. 

True loners who are willing to stand out from the crowd are few and far between.
I think this is true because of a certain logic we have arrived at. Ten thousand windmills can’t be wrong.  Who am I to judge everyone else?  (Did you ever wear something you know looks ridiculous just because it was popular?  Don’t make me dig out old photo albums) There is safety in numbers.  As long as I am part of the pack I am ok.  

One of the reasons that fish school and birds flock is to confuse predators.  There is some programming in those creatures that says as long as I am in the middle of the pack, in the thick of the school, at the center of the flock I will be ok.  We tend to think the same way.  As long as I am not too different from everyone else in my pack…   As long as I can hang with a few people who think like me… As long as there is a crowd around that will reflect and reinforce my behavior I will be ok…   

We bring this same pack/group behavior into our relationship with God.  We look for a group that believes exactly like us, thinks like us, behaves like we are comfortable with, worship in a way and style we find agreeable, and preach things we enjoy hearing about.  Then we strive to measure up to the expectations and norms of that group.  We do everything that is expected within that group.  And whether we ever articulate it or not we rationalize that as long as we keep up with the pack we will be ok.  Paul absolutely demolishes that thinking.  

Vs 1: All our fathers were under the cloud.  (They all experienced the same Shekinah, the same manifest presence of God)

Vs 1 & 2: The all passed through the sea and were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and the sea.  (They all experienced the same deliverance and conversion)

Vs 3 & 4: They ate the same spiritual meat and drank the same spiritual drink.  (They all received the same spiritual sustenance, nourishment, and instruction.)
Vs 4: They all drank of the same spiritual Rock that was Christ.  (They shared the same source of spiritual nourishment.) 

You would think that with all of them sharing the same experience, receiving the same input, having a shared walk that you could accurately predict the results for the entire group.  But not so.   After all of the commonality watch what happens. 

I Corinthians 10:5 But with many of them God was not well pleased:

They all had the same spiritual deliverance
They all had the same spiritual experience

They all had the same spiritual sustenance
They all had the same spiritual source

They all had the same exact spiritual journey
Yet somehow a measurable percentage of them displeased God and failed.  They did everything the pack did and yet had drastically different results.  I don’t want to get way ahead of myself but the obvious point is this: You do not automatically grow in God, grow strong in your faith, and become a better Christian by following the pack!  There is going to be a lot of members of the pack shocked when they find out what God really thinks about their relationship.

Well I sing in the choir…
I attend church twice a week like everyone else

I pay my tithes just like all the rest
I listen to the Christian radio station and watch TBN

I don’t know why but I dress like everyone at my church
I found out the translation of the Bible my preacher uses and I use the same one

I look, talk, and act like everyone at my church
I am a bona fide, certified, indistinguishable member of the pack

And all the while there are many that God is not well pleased with…

Pack Appeal
It is an easy and yet dangerous trap to fall into, this pack appeal.  If you look closely it is not hard to figure out why people fall into it.  

It is easier to blend into the pack than to stand out for God. 

It is easier to gain acceptance when there is a clearly defined set of acceptable behaviors than it is to walk by faith striving to obey God rather than please men. (Acts 5:29)  
It is easier to meet the expectations that are defined by a group of people than it is to meet the expectations of God who told us: I Peter 1:16 Be ye holy; for I am holy.
It is easy to feel good about myself when the only thing I measure myself against is a bunch of other people just like me.  

This is why some people love rules.  It is easy to feel like you have checked them all off.  It is something anybody can do.  Give me a list of rules to govern my life.  But that is not what we are called to.  We are called in Ephesians 4 to keep striving until we come to the measure of the perfect man, Jesus Christ.  There is not a long enough list of rules to get us there.  

These are the reasons there is a pack appeal.  But the danger is we will measure up to the pack, be a perfect part of the pack, and yet God will somehow be displeased with us.  What if I please the pack and the pack doesn’t have a clue about what God wants?  I really don’t care what you think about me, I want Him to be pleased with my life.  My goal is not your approbation it is His blessing.  

I am going to attend church, be a part of the family of faith, live according to the rules that govern that body, because all of those things ARE SCRIPTURAL.   But there are two parts of the pack appeal I must continually be on guard against, two deceptions I must not buy into. 

1. I must never believe that just because I share spiritual experiences in a corporate setting all is well in my personal relationship with God. 

2. I must never forget that the pack will accept things God will not.  It may be accepted, tolerated, winked at, or even encouraged by the pack and all the while be nauseating to God. 

What The Pack Allows
I Corinthians 10:6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 8  Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 9  Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10  Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 

There were five things that these people, the ones who were baptized, who were under the Shekinah glory of God, who were witnesses to the miraculous, who drank from the Rock Christ Jesus, that these same people got into that caused God to be displeased with them 

1. They lusted after evil things. 

2. They worshipped idols.

3. They committed fornication.  They were immoral and sexually impure.

4. They tempted Christ.

5. They murmured.  They were rebellious. 

The Apostle said I am writing these things to you as an example so that the same thing does not happen to you.  Let me be VERY clear.  There will be people who sit in the same church as you, feel the same power in the air, sing the same songs, share your doctrine, hear the same sermons you hear and will fall prey to these things.  

Membership in the pack does not guarantee safe passage all the way to the pearly gates.  And just a little side note, when people fall prey to these things it is not necessarily a failure on the part of the church. 

11  Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. (Let Paul sum it up for you) 12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

If you think you are safe just because you are here Sunday and Wed…
If you think you are ok because you are a respected member of the pack…

If you think you are cool because you got all the rules down...
If you think there is no danger since you have been on a pew for 40 years…

If you think you are on solid ground because no voice from the pack has questioned your behavior…
You might want to have a real heart-to-heart with God because tons of people have had your same spiritual experience and fallen.  Paul wrote us a letter just to remind us, holding up those people for an example so we would not fall. 

The Guard Against Falling
Let me give you three things to bring into your spiritual life that I know will guard against you ever falling.  There are three things you better make sure of if you do not want to fall prey to the pack appeal and displease God. 

1. Make sure your walk is PERSONAL.

Make sure you have a relationship with Jesus Christ and not just with a church.  You need the church, don’t ever doubt it, but first and foremost you need a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.   Do not let church and church activity become a substitute for a real relationship with Jesus.   

This is your salvation you are talking about. 

Phillipians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

· Take ownership of your spiritual life. 

· Quit blaming the church for any spiritual deficit in your life. 

· God is working in the church, but should also be working in you.  
II Peter 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

· It is your calling, your election and if you will make it personal, take ownership of it you will not fall. 

God will not be grading on a curve.  

Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

This is a great church doing a lot of good things, but just being a part of this church is not going to give you a pass, you better make it personal.  Make sure your walk with God is personal.  It is hard to let a friend down.  It is hard to walk away from someone you love.  It is hard to hurt someone you have a relationship with.  

2. Make sure it is purposeful.  

Do not just sit and be shaped by the environment you are in, you may miss God’s destiny for your life.  Too many Christians have no direction for their spiritual life, have no clue what God wants them to become or do.  They just let church happen to them.  They drink the spiritual drink, eat the spiritual meat, revel in the shared Shekinah and never purpose to become a witness, or an intercessor, or a worshipper, or a teacher.  They are simply products of their environment. You need to start living your life in God with purpose.  (this does not constitute a rejection of your church)  (your church will shape you by default and this should not be)

· They were going to feed him good food.

· They were worried about his health.

· They were concerned for his well being, he had value to them.

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

· What Daniel did in the natural we need to do in the spiritual, take charge of our development.   If the only word you ever get is what you get here it is probably not enough. 

3. Make sure it is powerful.  

Do not just drift in and out of here thinking that whatever happens will suffice for your spiritual man.  There is an all out assault on your mind, heart, values, emotions, family, and morality.  It is relentless, it will not stop.  You cannot survive with some weak, anemic, mass produced, pre-packaged, and watered down faith.  It needs to be powerful.   

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:

Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

Just A Portion Of The Pack
Let me point something out in closing…

· There were 23,000 that fell in fornication…hundreds of thousands that did not.

· There were around 60,000 that fell in the rebellion of Korah, many more that did not. 

· God was displeased with many of them, but not all of them. 

· Just because others fail and fall does not mean it is inevitable or inescapable. 

13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
