The Dominant Gene
Haggai 2:11 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Ask the priests for a ruling: 12 If one carries consecrated meat in the fold of one's garment, and with the fold touches bread, or stew, or wine, or oil, or any kind of food, does it become holy? The priests answered, "No." 13 Then Haggai said, "If one who is unclean by contact with a dead body touches any of these, does it become unclean?" The priests answered, "Yes, it becomes unclean." (NRSV)

· The clean cannot make the unclean clean. 

· The unclean can make the clean unclean. 

The Lord was attempting to teach and illustrate something to Israel so He puts a question to their priests, men who were well versed in the law.  If a priest is carrying meat that is sanctified for sacrifice in the skirts of his robe, and he brushes something with that robe is the power of sanctification enough to make holy and clean the object he has touched?  The priests are extremely knowledgeable in the law.  Then came the second question what about someone that is unclean (ceremonial / religious terms) because they touched a dead body.  (There were a whole host of things that could make a person unclean) Can their unclean status contaminate what they have touched?  The priest didn’t even have to think hard about either of these questions.   

Divine precedent dictated who had the upper hand in contact between clean and unclean.  Unclean, unholy, evil would always contaminate what was pure, holy, righteous and good.  And this process would never go the other way.  The priest did not have to bat an eye because history and law both taught them the same unequivocal lesson.  

The Law Of The Dominate Gene
In any union that produces new life there will be a dominant gene.  The dominant gene dictates what the baby is.  This is the law of the dominant gene and this is what these priest based their response on.   In any contact between clean & unclean, holy & profane the bad will always contaminate the good.  

James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

The reference is to conception.  If the original cause of conception is lust there is no way the entity being borne can be anything other than sin and ultimately death.  Because in the interaction of righteousness and evil, evil is the dominant gene.  God knew this from the beginning and over and over He drilled this into His people.  

The books of the law, Leviticus & Deuteronomy contain more references than I have time to get to where over and over God tells His people what is unclean, what they cannot touch, what to do if they touch it.  Because He understands that there is a dominant gene, an over-riding power flow.  And the clean will not flow out and cleanse the filthy, but rather the sinful, putrid, unclean will contaminate all that is good.  So He gives them an almost unending list of things they cannot touch, cannot handle, cannot have contact with. 

Get the unclean body/animal/person out of the camp.
Don’t have anything to do with the heathen people around you. 

Don’t eat the food they eat. 

Don’t wear their clothes.
Do not make any alliances with them. 

There are literally hundreds of references where God commanded this strict policy of no contact.   Let me give you just one that sums it all up. 

Leviticus 7:21 Moreover the soul that shall touch any unclean thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any unclean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which pertain unto the LORD, even that soul shall be cut off from his people

God is not being capricious and cruel He just understands what will happen if He allows contact.   The dominant gene will surface and take control and destroy all that is good.  Time and again this is illustrated in scripture.

In Nehemiah 13 the Jews began marrying the idolatrous people of Ashdod.  The Bible says in verse 27 that by the time the children of these unions were growing up the dominant gene had already surfaced and they could no longer speak the language of the Jews. 

Solomon began to take wives from the idolatrous people around and these women did not convert to the worship of Jehovah, rather the dominant gene asserted itself and in a short time the King of Gods Chosen People was kneeling before idol gods. 

Lot settles in the wicked city of Sodom and his wife becomes part and parcel of that vile culture because of the power flow, because of the dominant gene.
Throughout the OT every time there was contact the evil destroyed the good.  One commentator stated the principal this way, “One drop of filth will contaminate a jar of water but many drops of water cannot purify a jar of filth”.  
Consequently God was unyielding in His command as to absolute adherence to the law of no contact.

Achan and his entire family were stoned to death in the valley of Achor.
Unclean people were driven away from camp.  

King Saul lost his kingdom because he failed to utterly destroy the Amlakites.  He spared their king and their cattle.   And because he violated the law of no contact God ripped the kingdom from Him.
The command of God was that when you conquer a city you burn everything.  Do not allow one iota of anything to escape the devastation.

In Leviticus 10 the sons of Aaron the priest, Nadab and Abihu offered “strange fire” before God and God annihilated them in a fiery blast.
It seems cruel and harsh but God understood that if you allow the unclean presence it is just a matter of time until it takes over. (Some diseases you treat, some things you cut out. Poison oak in my yard) 

Role Reversal
All of this makes the events of Luke 8 fascinating.  Before I get to it let me summarize for you.  Since the beginning sin had held the upper hand and any time there was contact between clean and unclean, good and evil, light and dark the flow of power was that the unclean would contaminate the clean, the evil would corrupt the good, the dark would smother the light.  That was the way it had always been so there was a strict divine law of NO CONTACT.  Then something absolutely astounding happens.  Something happened for the first time in the long history of humanity.  A first in the long history where the power flow was always such that the unclean overtook the clean.

Luke 8: 43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, (Leviticus 15:25 And if a woman have an issue of her blood many days out of the time of her separation she shall be unclean.)  which had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, 44  Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: (Who cares how it has been for thousands of years? RIFF:Every lesson of her life, every ounce of social conditioning, every societal expectation, every religious instinct is screaming at her to not do this)  (He should at this point be unclean) and immediately her issue of blood stanched. 45 And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 46 And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive (FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER) that virtue is gone out of me. 47  And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was healed immediately. 48  And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.

The standing law of the power flow, the standing law of contact between clean and unclean, the dominance of thousands of years is shattered in a moment by one simple statement, “Virtue has gone out!”

“This unclean woman touched me and I was not made unclean, just the opposite, virtue, goodness, & healing, were not contaminated by the unclean but virtue went out and healed her.”
This is a radical change in divine policy.  This is a reversal of the power flow.  This is a changing of the guard for the dominant gene.  In Christ Jesus was the power for good to eradicate evil.  What does this mean for us?  That depends on who you are.

The Untouchables

This means hope for the untouchables.  Every thing you have touched up till now you have turned it all to shambles.  You destroyed your marriage, you destroyed your health with a nasty habit and no self control, you destroyed your career, you destroyed your friendships.  It seems you have the reverse of the Midas touch.  Every thing does not turn to gold at your touch instead it all turns to ashes.  You are to the place you don’t reach out to anyone because you now in your touch is the seeds of death and decay.  Well I have come to inform you, I have come to tell you of a policy update…   If you touch Jesus, if you reach out in faith, if you pray to Jesus ( that is how you reach out to Him) you will not do any damage by contact instead exactly the opposite will happen.  Something will explode from the heart of God into your life.  Evil will not flow out of you and destroy good, but virtue will pour into your life and bring deliverance, healing, peace, hope, joy, and salvation.   If you have considered yourself an untouchable this new policy means you have hope.  

The Other Side Of The Touch

Maybe you are a person on the other side of that touch.  Virtue has come into your life.  You came to Him after destroying every thing you put your hand to and virtue flowed into your life.  This message is for you as well.  You need to understand that the new policy, the new dominance is extended to you as well.  Not just Christ, but that is now the dimension you operate in.  

For thousands of years the divine command was separate, don’t touch, stay away, get rid of them, cut them off, keep your distance.  If you touch that it will destroy you.  But then Jesus reversed the power flow, He changed the dominance and enacted a new policy. 

Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18  They shall take up serpents; (the can handle evil) and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Where before it was separate, separate, separate, stay away.  Now the policy is go, go, go.  He is not telling us to twirl rattlesnakes around our head and chug strychnine smoothies.  He is telling us that we walk in a dimension of power that allows us to walk right in the foulest pit of hell and we will not be overcome rather we will triumph.  

Romans 12: 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

For the untouchable this means hope for the rest of us it means a new understanding of our role.  We are walking power sources for eradicating evil, pouring out healing and deliverance.  

How can we rub against evil and not be contaminated?  How can we plunge into the world and not be overwhelmed instead be a source of deliverance and healing everywhere we go?

Acts 1: 8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Go go go go go go go go, and everywhere you go, no matter how far you go you are a walking conduit for the power that overcomes evil.   

Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. 14  And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 15  Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them.

Before Christ anywhere the sick thronged was a place to be avoided now Peter strolls through them and any contact produces healing. 

I come to tell you there is a new dominant gene on the block.  Sin is not in the drivers seat anymore.  You need a little more boldness as you walk through this world because contact with you will transform a life.  You don’t think there is a new dominance in affect?

I Corinthians 7:14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.

There is power in contact with a sanctified man or woman.  There is a very real power loosed when a person of God lays their hand on you to pray.  There has been a divine role reversal and virtue goes out and overcomes every bad thing. 

Quit fearing the unclean, get filled with the Holy Ghost and then go change your world. 

The Faith Factor
How do we walk in that boldness?  Where do we get that kind of faith that will take us right out into the belly of beast knowing that the power residing in us will overcome all evil and triumph?  What is the factor that produces such a power in our lives?

Jesus reversed the power flow that had always been for one reason.  

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

When the unclean touched ultimate power the unclean was erased in a moment and the woman was made whole.  Then Jesus spoke to us…

Acts 1: 8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:

The indwelling Holy Ghost, the Spirit of God taking up residence in you is the factor that will allow you to walk through this world without fear knowing that you cannot be overcome by evil but everywhere you go you are overcoming evil with good.  As a matter of fact it is so critical to our survival that Jesus didn’t even want the early believers to stick their head outside until they were filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Luke 24:49  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

Don’t try anything until you get that promise, don’t try anything until you are filled with the Spirit of God.  Only then are you operating under the new policy. 

WE MUST BE SPIRIT FILLED!  We will have perpetual contact with a wicked, corrupt, unclean world.  

The only way my kids are not going to be contaminated by the world…
The only way my mind will not be corrupted…

The only way my marriage will not be soiled…
The only way my ethics will not get skewed…

The only way my values stay right…
Is for me/them to be filled with the Holy Ghost, with the same power that indwelt Christ.   

Let me boil it all down for you…

If you are corrupt, sinful, unclean, soiled GET IN TOUCH WITH JESUS!

Then all of us need to GET FILLED! (If you have not changed anyone by contact you probably need to get a fresh anointing…)

Then we all need to GET OUT THERE!  
Luke 10:3 Go your ways: behold, 

I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

Why would you do that to someone you love?

I John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 

because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
