Power Revelation Pattern

Paul is writing to his protégé in the ministry, Timothy.  

I Timothy 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Paul is obviously grateful that God chose Him.  He is grateful in the way the most uncoordinated, untalented, kid is when he is chosen for a team while there are star players standing around.  

By his own admission Paul was violent, blasphemous, ignorant, and insolent. You have to think God could have done better than that.  Maybe there were no obvious front runners for God to pick but hey, how about we start with the guy that is not a blaspheming murderer.   Surely there were people that were not violent, that were not blasphemous, that were not torturing and terrorizing Christians.  Yet God went past all of those obvious choices and picked this raving, hate-filled, terrorist to fulfill His plan.  As with all that God does there was a reason for God’s choice.

I Timothy 1:16 For this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.

The reason God picked the absolute worst candidate was to establish a pattern. God intentionally picked the absolute worst choice just to show how patient, loving, and longsuffering He is.  God does not view deficiencies and faults in people as things that disqualify, rather as opportunities for God to show His power.  So in Paul (Vs. 16 in me) God established a pattern.  This is the pattern:

God will view every flaw, failing, and deficiency in every believer as an opportunity to show some aspect of His power.  

What we think disqualifies us. 

What we believe cheapens us. 

What we feel diminishes us. 

The parts of ourselves that we assume will cause us to be rejected. 

The aspects of our life we suppose spell our doom and demise.
God views all of those elements as opportunities to show His power, His love, His grace, His healing, and His mercy.   This is the pattern He revealed in Paul and works in us to this day.  

This probably does not strike a chord with perfect people.  But for a guy like me, full of failing, weaknesses, and deficiencies nothing could give me more hope.  Bad-tempered, ego-maniacal, petty, envious, undisciplined, prone to gloomy depression and pessimism.  I could produce a list a mile long and still not cover all of the areas where I come up short.  And when I look at that list I see all the reasons God should toss me out on my head. When I look at the list I think God choosing me would be like Coach Nelson replacing Dirk Nowisky with me in the Mavs starting line-up.  When God looks at that list He does not see a long list of disqualifying faults, He sees a long list of opportunities to reveal: 

His grace
His love

His power to change and transform
His power to heal

His miraculous ability to use the debris of humanity for the highest purpose on earth.  

God will view every flaw, failing, and deficiency in every believer as an opportunity to show some aspect of His power. 

According To The Pattern
God saw in a stuttering irrational, recluse named Moses an opportunity to show His power to deliver millions of Hebrews under Egyptian bondage. 

God saw in the life of the adulterous murdering king David a chance to reveal His grace, mercy, and power to restore a life. 

It was a wrecked, chaotic, dark world yet all God saw was an opportunity to reveal His ability to bring light out of darkness, order out of chaos, meaning out of emptiness, beauty out of destruction, and life out of a void of nothingness.
When God operates according to this pattern what He sees are opportunities to reveal His power and glory.

John 9:1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  The disciples wanted to dissect this mans blindness just like so many of us want to dissect our problems.  Why am I this way?  We think if maybe we can discover the “why” maybe we can figure out what to do about it.  We view our faults, weaknesses, and inadequacies as something to be solved.  The disciples were sure his blindness symbolized sin, separation, & despair. 3 Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. From God’s perspective the only thing this mans blindness symbolized was an opportunity to for the works of God to be revealed. The only reason he was blind to begin with was to provide a setting for God’s power to be displayed.  4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. I am looking for opportunities, chances to show what I can do 6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 7 And He said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. 

There has to be a reason this man is blind.  There has to be a reason I struggle where I do.  There has to be a reason there is this weakness in me.  There has to be a reason…

I Timothy 1:16 For this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.
Every item in your assessment of your self that you see as disqualifying you from greatness, purpose, and meaning, God sees as a chance to show His power in you and through you.  

I Corinthians 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 Ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

It is not that God accepts us in spite of our failing and weakness, it is actually better than that.  Those imperfections draw Him to us so that His glory might be revealed and His purpose accomplished. (hath chosen) He chose you for the very things you despise about yourself.  Why?  So that when His power and glory are revealed in you everybody will know that it is Him at work, not you. 

II Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed-- 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

Every reminder of my frailty, every human stumbling that vexes me is nothing more than the cracks in my life where the life of Jesus can shine out.  
The Pattern Applied
When you really understand the pattern God applied in Paul it will radically change how you see things.  You have to grasp God’s perspective of weakness and failing in a life, you have to come to the understanding that they are just opportunities for God to be revealed in all His glory. 

God will view every flaw, failing, and deficiency in every believer as an opportunity to show some aspect of His power.
When you get that understanding it will change how you view three things. 

Your Self 

 II Corinthians 12:7 A thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. There was something in me, and about myself that caused me pain, frustration, and limited me.  8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. I was desperate to get rid of it.  9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Paul went from feeling limited, tormented, tortured, to completion by the grace of God and walking in the power of Christ simply because he got the revelation that the weakness in Him opened the door for the power of God to flow in his life.  He came to understand that what he saw as a limitation God saw as an invitation to allow the power of Christ to rest on him.  When you get God’s perspective of your flaws it will change how you view yourself. 

Other People

Every broken place in a person’s life, every shortcoming, every lack you will start to see as a place where the power of God is most likely to be revealed.  

Instead of seeing other people as walking disasters you will see them as an absolute walking repository for the miraculous.  

You will move from seeing people as probable failures to potential miracles. 

All the disciples could see was the end result of sin, a blind man, a broken man, a less than perfect man.  And they knew someone had to be to blame and they wanted to fix the blame.  All God could see was an opportunity for His healing power to be revealed.  I wonder how much our church would change if we started getting God’s perspective on the imperfections in our brothers and sisters?  

Luke 9:48 For he that is least among you all, the same shall be great.

Jesus said “I know you got a few among you that you think are just losers, messed up, can’t get it together.  But what you don’t understand is when it come to that one, man, I just have so much to work with, they are going to be awesome.”

Do you know why?  The countless needs of the least among you create so much opportunity for God to flow and be revealed.  Where do you see Jesus repeatedly in the NT?  Among broken people.   So if you want to be in His presence, where is a sure bet?  (Attracting the vulture)  

Nothing showcases Gods power like abject desperate need in a persons life.  God said I actually chose people on this basis.  

Your Circumstances

Get this revelation and you will quit whining so much about disappointment in your life.  You will know every disappointing frustrating circumstance is simply a precursor to the power of God manifesting in and for you. Romans 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Once you start to understand that God sees adversity as opportunity to show His might and power you also understand that whatever your going through is nothing more than an opening for the power of God to explode in your life.  

In Exodus 9 God instructed Moses to go tell Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go free from hundreds of years of bondage.  Pharaoh refused and plagues began to ravage the land of Egypt.  God slipped a little message in the middle of all that was happening.  I am not sure if the message was to terrify Pharaoh are build up the faith of Moses.  But it went something like this. 

Exodus 9:13 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to him, 'This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me, 14 or this time I will send the full force of my plagues against you and against your officials and your people, so you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth. 15 For by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth.

16  But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.
Romans 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."

The only reason you are on the throne.  The only reason any of this has happened is because I want a chance to display my power.  I have orchestrated all of this from the first word just so I can show my power.  

Has it ever crossed your mind that the reason all hell has been breaking loose is just so God can show you His delivering power?
Did it ever cross your mind that your resources dried up just so God can show you how well He can care for you?

Maybe, just maybe, the mess your in is nothing more than God orchestrating the events in your life so He can display His power in you.
Exodus 14:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  2  Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea. 3  For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. 4  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so. 8  And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand. 9  But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before Baalzephon.

The Hebrews went right where God directed them to go. God hardened Pharaohs heart and sent him chasing the Hebrews, who were in a trap God designed.  

Exodus 14:13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will show to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 and the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 26 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 27  And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

Don’t you get it?  Every thing you are laying awake at night worrying a blister on your brain over is being orchestrated by God just so He  can show you His power.  

Where you see weakness He sees a chance to heal. 

Where you see a broken place He sees a place for His light to shine.

Where you see failure He sees a chance to restore. 

Where you see shame He sees an opportunity for grace. 

Where you see hopelessness He sees the perfect setting for a miracle.  

The Pattern At Work
If we can learn transparency before God.   If you will come to God with your wound revealed… Like so many before you…

A withered hand extended. 

A blind man crying out. 

A hemorrhaging woman grasping at straws.
A naked adulteress sobbing in the dirt.

A grieving father pleading for his son.
God will not look at you and see any reason for shame, any reason to be repulsed, He will not be at all embarrassed by what you reveal to Him.  But while you believe you are holding out to Him a repugnant, embarrassing wound all He will see is an opportunity to reveal His power.  

Anyone who truly excel at what they do look for opportunities to  showcase their talent.  They look for chances to show what they can do.   

We invite people to altars by saying, we are going to give you an opportunity.  But today I am going to allow you to come to this altar and give God and opportunity.  Would you like the miraculous to manifest among us?  You have the essential ingredient.  Your need.  Your situation.  

