Power Of The Preached Word

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart

Predisposition Will Determine Condition
There is an important truth you need to be aware of.  The truth is this, your predisposition toward a thing will determine your response to it.    

If you have already determined you do not like sushi, you probably will not like it when you taste it. 

If you have already decided that hockey is boring and stupid you probably will not watch the sport long enough to appreciate it.  

If you determine ahead of time that someone is obnoxious you probably will not spend the requisite time to get to know them.
Ever hear the term “self-fulfilling prophecy”?   The predisposition of your heart determines your response.  Your response to God and God’s Word directly affects the condition of your mind, heart, and soul.  So when it comes to God and His Word your predisposition not only affects your response, it ultimately affects your condition.  So we can say it like this, Your predisposition determines your condition.  (Johnny Cochran preaching)

Jesus knew and taught this.  

Luke 10:25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 26  He said unto him, What is written in the law? How readest thou? 27  And he answering said, …  28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 29  But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?

The question here is not what are you reading, but how are you reading it? (Vs 26)  You can see from verse 25 & 29 that the lawyer’s motive was not to find out about eternal life.  He had a predisposition and it affected how he read.  I know people that have read the Word of God and found doctrines of devils, they have formulated arguments to support heinous lifestyles.  They went to the Word looking to support an argument instead of discovering truth.  How they read determined what they learned.  What are you looking for when you read?

Luke 8:18 Take heed therefore how ye hear:

Your predisposition will affect how you hear.  I am amazed at the things people hear in my sermons.  People hear stuff I have never said, they get things I never imagined.  People get offended over things that can in no way be construed as offensive.  It is not what they heard, it is how they heard.  The predisposition of their heart determined how they responded to the Word of God.  That is what the last few weeks around here have been about.  Dealing with doubt, repenting of unbelief, because if there is a predisposition to doubt and unbelief in our heart it will affect how we hear the Word of God.  

One Word Two Responses
For a long time the varying response to God’s Word would frustrate me.  Not just from church to church, but within the same congregation until I learned that the condition of the heart, the predisposition, is affecting what is heard.  This principle is well documented in scripture.  

Stupid, Stumble Precious

I Peter 2:7  Unto you therefore which believe he (Christ) is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, (the preaching)

I Corinthians 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;

One group heard Christ preached and thought it was stupid.
Another heard Christ preached and got angry and stumbled in their faith.

Another group heard Christ preached and it was precious to them. 

The same message was preached the only difference was in the predisposition of the hearers. 

Death & Life

In II Corinthians the Apostle Paul is talking about his personal ministry.

II Corinthians 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. (Preaching the gospel of Christ is like spreading a fragrance) 15 For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. (Ministers of the Word are like the essence of Christ in fragrance form that God sprays) 16 To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life
Two people receive of a ministry and one gags on it while the other is immeasurably blessed by it.   The difference is not in the minister.  It is the same fragrance being spread, the difference is in the heart of the hearer, the difference is in the predisposition with which they receive the ministry.  

I have preached messages and had people walk up to me afterwards with tears in their eyes and tell me how God sent that message just for them and it changed their life and before I get out of the building someone else is demanding an apology because they are offended.  

To one we are the smell of death
To another we are the fragrance of life

To one we are a rock of offense
To one we are the epitome foolishness

To another we bring something priceless and precious. 

Yet all the while it is the same guy with the same message.

Quit whining how you are not getting fed
Quit blaming preachers for your lack of spiritual progress

Quit jumping from ministry band-wagon to ministry band-wagon
Quit trying to find a perfect fit ministry and make sure you don’t have a hard heart of unbelief, make sure it is not your predisposition causing your condition.  

When The Word Does Not Profit

Hebrews 3:18  And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? (Predisposed) 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 4:1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 3 For we which have believed do enter into rest,

I think you are probably wise to it by now, but if not let me clarify.  I have come, with no apology, to preach what I consider among the supreme needs of the hour, the great gift to the church, preachers and preaching of the Word of God. If you will deal with doubt, make sure you do not have a hard heart of unbelief and receive the Word of God with no predispositions, that preached Word will change you, strengthen you, enrich you, bless you, deliver you, heal you, and according to James, save you.

James 1:21 Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

There is a reason James said you need to receive it with meekness.  You have to overcome an involuntary response, which is to resist when someone tells you how to live your life.  We all do that.  And for many of us that predisposition is determining our condition.  Please overcome that and receive the preached Word of God.  

Pierced Or Cut?

Look at our text.  It can pierce.  And that is a good thing.  But it can go beyond piercing to the dividing asunder, the ripping apart of the soul and spirit.  That is not a good thing.  It is the same Word but it can have two effects.  Pierce… as in laser surgery.  Delicately and painlessly moving in your life to correct, strengthen, heal and deliver.  Divide asunder, a brutal ax hacking through your life causing pain and hurt. In Acts 2 Peter preaches a fabulous message, and watch what happened. 

Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

They were pricked, another translation says they were pierced.  And that piercing, that delicate laser surgery of the preached Word brought them to salvation and fellowship with God and one another.  But remember the same Word the pierces can divide, hack, and cut.  In Acts 5 Peter is preaching in the same city.  And he did what all preachers do.  He pulled out the latest and greatest.  

Acts 5:33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them.

Same preacher, same city, same sermon.  One group was pricked in their hearts and saved the other group was cut and wanted to kill the preacher.  It is not the preacher that is the problem it is their own heart, it is the predisposition determining the condition.  With every sermon is the opportunity to be pierced or divided, pricked or cut, blessed or bludgeoned, and you are the one that determines what will happen.  

Allow The Able Ministers
Some think they can be spared that risk by just skipping the preacher part.  While I encourage you to dig into the Word of God on your own I tell you without hesitation you need a preacher in your life.  Not a spiritual guide, a preacher of the Gospel of Christ.   

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

Titus 1: 2  In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 3  But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching,

 In Acts 8 there was a man reading the Word of God.  A powerful, important, influential man.  God sent Phillip to cross his path.  

Acts 8:30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31  And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? 35  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.

That man became a believer, was baptized, his life changed and his soul saved because he received with no predisposition the ministry of a preacher.  Don’t think I am overestimating the worth of a preacher in your life…  It is not in our ability to handle the Word that I have faith.   

II Corinthians 3:4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, (Here is why you need a preacher) but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

God has made us able ministers of the Spirit and every sermon is nothing more and nothing less than us asking you to allow us to do what God has enabled us to do, minister the Spirit to you.  That is the only agenda here.  That Word that comes can bless you when it comes through one who has been made by God an able minister of the Spirit.  Anyone can exegete scripture, but God has made us able ministers of the Spirit.  

Our text teaches us that the Word is a sword.  That is not the only place in scripture you see that analogy.   John used it in Revelation when he heard the voice of God.  

Revelation 1: 12  And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13  And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 14  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15  And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16  And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun that shineth in his strength. 17  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 19  Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; 20  The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: 

When John received that word, the two edged sword, he fell to his face as though dead.  Because it can divide asunder…

II Corinthians 3:6 The letter killeth.

Verse 16 says that in the right hand of Christ were seven stars.  Verse 20 tells you that those seven stars were the angels, messengers, preachers of the church.  John fell to his face as though dead.  It is not by accident that in verse 16 you see seven stars in the right hand of God, and in verse 17 it is specified that it was with that same right hand, the hand holding the ministry to the church that a trembling terrified man was touched…

This is as God designed it.  We are able ministers of the spirit.  God through us can take that word that will cut and kill and touch that which is dead and bring it back to life.  Let us do what God has enabled us to do…

