The Poured Out Presence

Joel 2: 28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.  14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;
As exciting and dynamic as the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy was, the prophecy is still troubling. 
God said, “I will pour out my Spirit.” 

God is a Spirit (John 4:24) and that Spirit has filled the earth since the beginning.  If there is a teaching that is clear, concise, and consistent through scripture it is the teaching of the omni-presence of God.  The Psalmist David, Job, Isaiah, the Apostle Paul all testified to the fact that God permeates and fills every part of our existence.  There is no place not touched, filled with the presence of God.  
Since this is the reality of God’s presence on this planet, why is there the necessity of an outpouring?  Why pour out more of what is already here?  It is somewhat akin to pouring water in the ocean.  And yet God declared that the outpouring would happen.   God knew that it would be such a significant thing that hundreds of years before it happened He sent a prophet to foretell of the outpouring.  

Why pour a bucket of water in the ocean?
What difference can a release of oxygen make into an oxygen rich atmosphere?

Yet God declared I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.  And when I do something extraordinary will happen to everyone upon whom is comes. 

The Psalmist offers as a petition and a prayer that the whole earth be filled with the glory of God.  It had not happened at the time David pens these words, but it is his heart-felt prayer and desire that it come to pass.

Indeed this seems to be one of the great themes of scripture, one of the great plot lines of the eternal story.  That the whole earth should be filled with God’s glory was the prophecy of ancient times, the prayer of desperate men, and as you shall shortly see, the determination of God Himself.

In Romans 8:18 Paul refers to the glory that is to be revealed, and a few verses later makes us to know that creation itself is groaning and in travail in desire and anticipation of the revelation of God’s glory.  This prayer of David’s, and this earnest desire of creation is nothing more than a reiteration of something that God had already decreed that He would do.  

Promised Glory

· In Numbers 14 Israel has once again rebelled against God.  Is seems He has had enough because He declares that He will destroy them.  Moses pleads with God to spare them.   God relents to Moses, but in the middle of His response, seemingly apropos of nothing and in no way connected to the situation at hand, God makes this strange promise.
Numbers 14:21 But as truly as I live, all the

 Earth  shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.

Why does God pause in the middle of forgiving this people, in the middle of venting His frustration with them, to vow to fill the whole earth with His glory?

Pierced By His Presence
I believe that God is giving voice to a great frustration in His own heart.  You see in the beginning He communed with man as easily as you speak to your best friend.  God, who for time beyond our comprehension existed in solitude, had a friend in man. (Perfect Love existed without an object to love.)  For a time Perfect Love possessed an object for that love.  He lost that friend in Eden.  And God wanted the communion back.  So what you see next throughout scripture is God, at different times and in different ways piercing our planet and our existence momentarily with His presence.   And although these occasions astounded man, they obviously did not satisfy God.  We are so overwhelmed by them that we preach about them still, these moments when God’s presence pierce our existence.  But I am not so sure they are as wonderful for God.  We are going to explore that a bit more.  I think if anything they frustrate God.   We are familiar with them.  We speak of them often.

· Moses and the burning bush. God in a spectacular way, spectacular to us, speaks to a man.  And we are still astonished by it.  He rips into our natural realm and Moses was in awe.

· Elijah on Mt. Carmel.  God in an awesome manifestation falls on the sacrifice.

· He appeared before Israel as a cloud of smoke, and a column of fire.
· Out of the thunder and fire of Siniai God spoke to His people.   

But apparently these momentary flashes of His glory were not enough for God.  So He decides to try something else.  He moves in with His people.   He moves into a tent they build for Him, and dwells in the midst of His people.  But as you will see shortly.  Even this piercing was not enough.  

After the failed effort of dwelling with them there came more efforts on Gods part.

· Prophets would bring a revelatory word from God. 

· A smattering of supernatural acts throughout the OT to occasionally pierce earth with His presence.   

· Hebrews 1:1 says that at sundry times and by divers manners God spoke to us.  In different ways at different times He pierced this earth with His presence.  

When all of these efforts came to an end there was a long period of silence.  A long time in which God made no effort to pierce earth with His presence, as though heaven were garnering it’s resources for the greatest effort yet by God.  

John recorded the greatest piercing of earth by God thusly;

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Paul wrote about it to Timothy like this;

I Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,

Quite simply the greatest piercing of earth by God’s presence was when He took on the form of a baby, and was borne in a stable, and laid in a feed trough.  The mighty God made flesh.  The Word made flesh.  God came and walked among us, and lived among us.  

Now, I will not say that these piercings were a failure.  They fulfilled their limited purpose.  In the case of Christ it was a magnificent purpose.  But it still did not satisfy the heart of God.  Remember His promise to Moses.   I WILL FILL THE EARTH WITH MY GLORY!  Anything less is not a fulfillment of the purpose of God.  There are reasons these piercings were not enough.  

Remember that at the time God made the promise to Moses there was a 24-hour a day, 7 day a week, visible manifestation of God.  Apparently that was not enough.  God swore to Moses, “This pillar of fire that you look on is not enough, I want to fill earth with my glory”.  

Quite simply, this manifestation is not enough.  Anything less than earth full of my glory is not enough.  

WHY PIERCING WOULD NOT DO

1. It never produced what God wanted.   What God desired was what He had in the beginning.  A friend, a free-will worshipper, & communion.  

· He pierced the earth on Mt. Sinai and the people were terrified.  They begged the voice to stop, His presence was so terrifying that they went out of their head with fear. 

· He lived in their midst and they rebelled, complained, and sought other gods. 

· He pierced the earth in the days of the prophets and people were indifferent.

· He went so far as to manifest Himself in flesh and was scoffed at, ignored, lied about, his own family declared Him insane, and finally crucified.

· Piercing the earth never produced the desired results.

2. Piercing the earth never fulfilled His own stated purpose.  A momentary glimpse here and there could never equate to earth filled with His glory.

3. To pierce the earth He had to con-descend too far, limit himself too much.

· He is Spirit and we are flesh.  There is a huge gap between.  To perceive Him we require a whole new set of senses, like the creatures Voltaire wrote about.

· How for is it from eternity to a tent in the desert, from glory to a burning bush, what limitations must the Creator be willing to endure to be a baby.  How is that The Fountain would thirst, the Bread Of Life hunger, and the Rest would grow weary?

· What I am saying is that for each time God pierced earth with His presence He had to limit Himself.   He had to come as something less than His entirety.  Maybe I can help you to understand.   Listen to this recording of whales.  Scientist, zoologist, and marine biologist have learned to decipher what these sounds mean.  Listen to them.  These sounds have meaning.  Scientist have even learned to replicate them.  TO a limited degree we can communicate with them.  That ability will grow.  But we are limited by those creatures own comprehension.  At best we can tell them of water, plankton, and ocean floors.  That is all they know.  We cannot discuss politics, art, or space exploration.  Although we penetrate their world we are limited to talking about what they comprehend, and even then we do not elevate them, we grunt and squeak.  We do not elevate them we lower ourselves.  That is what each piercing of earth did to God.

· John 1:5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

· John 16:12  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.

· II Corinthians 12:4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

· I Corinthians 2: 14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:

Now you begin to understand why it was never enough to pierce earth with His presence, why God vowed to fill earth with His Glory.  To regain communion, to fulfill His purpose, to reveal Himself fully.

Filling Earth With His Glory
Hence the final prayer ever uttered by a man after God’s own heart was this, “Let the whole earth be filled with God’s glory”.

(Prophetic worship) The OT prophet Isaiah knew it would happen because He recorded the prophetic praise of the angelic host as they sang in Isaiah 6 “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, The whole earth is filled with His Glory”.  Yet a careful study of scripture will show you that they sang of something that would happen.  Not “is”  currently but “is” eventually filled with His glory. (Prophetic worship) 
How?  

· The first clue came early in this sermon.  Yes Paul said that the glory would be revealed in Romans 8:18.   But according to the Apostle, the glory would be revealed, and I quote, “IN US”!

· Just as the breath of God was breathed into a lump of dirt, clay, in essence earth in the Book of Genesis.  So it is now that God will fill earth with His glory.  He will fill you and I.

· Acts 2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, (EARTH IS FILLED WITH THE PRESENCE, GLORY, OF GOD) and began to speak with other tongues, (REMEMBER THE WHALES)(HAS NOT LIMITED HIMSELF, HE HAS ELEVATED US!)  as the Spirit gave them utterance.  For the first time earth is filled with God’s Glory. 
· Remember John 16:12?  “I have many things to say to you but you cannot bear them”  That is only true if we stop with earth being pierced, but watch what happens.  John 16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:  When earth is filled all truth is available to you.
· I Corinthians 2: 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
· II Corinthians 4:7 teaches us that we posses this treasure in “earthen” vessels.  God’s glory in earth.  If the Incarnation was mind-boggling the Infilling is positively scandalous.  
We are astounded about the fact that God became flesh.  The whole holiday season we are entering into is about that.  But that is only half of the story.  His kenosis.  His lowering of Himself…  Paul wrote about it…

Phillipians 2: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
All that did was lower and limit God.  It had to happen but it does not complete what God desires for us.   He did not simply purpose to lower Himself but He wants to elevate you to a place of communion and fellowship with Him.  This is why there had to be an infilling of earth vessels by the Spirit of God.  
One that happens, He is not lowered, but we are elevated…

Ephesians 1: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

This is the motivation for the praise of the angels in Isaiah 6.   Is it any wonder that angels rejoice when sinners repent?
God does not desire to show you a flash of His glory, He wants to fill you with His glory.  God is not content that you make a profession of faith, he wants to FILL YOU with His glorious presence. 
So that there will be communion.

So that your life will be elevated. 
So that the purpose of God will be fulfilled in your life. 

So that you will be able to perceive what Christ wants to impart to you. 

Be filled. 
