Playing By Ear

For those of you who do not know.  This passage is the story of the birth of the early church. They were gathered in a room of the temple. The people assembled were the followers of Christ; many of them had seen Him after His resurrection.  They were there in obedience to the commandment of Christ, waiting for the Spirit of God that had been promised through OT prophets and Christ Himself. 

Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, (Jesus) commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

The Source Of The Sound 

God wanted there to be an unmistakable, undeniable sign that the prophesied, long promised outpouring of His Spirit upon man had arrived.  So he chose a singular thing that would publicize this event. 

It was not lightning flashing across the sky. 

It was not an angelic emissary arriving with a scroll. 

There was no new carving in stone to announce that the Spirit was here. 

No stars appeared like that one that guided the wise men to the manger. 

A prophet did not rise up as had happened in previous ages.
Rather the Bible tells us that when the time arrived for the Spirit of God to indwell man the sign that it was happening was that “suddenly there came a sound from heaven.”  Had it happened in an different time the writer might have described it as a freight train bearing down on them, or a sound like a jet engine roaring down the run way.  But the only way the writer of that age could describe it was that is was like a rushing, mighty wind.   A tornado of explosive force bearing down on them. The roaring of a tsunami that would sweep away everything in its path and forever leave the landscape irrevocably changed.  

Anyone that has ever been privileged to feel the Spirit move knows that the writer was not using hyperbole.  Is it ever like a rushing, mighty, wind.  

Blows away the fog of confusion and doubt. 

Drives out the debris of sin. 

Impresses its power and force on everything it touches until monuments that have stood for millennia topple before it.  

That is the force of the Spirit, the power of that sound they heard that day.    

What God decided to use to initiate a new interaction between God and man, the way God chose to announce His arrival into the very hearts and souls of men and women was with a thunderous, roaring, unmistakable, undeniable sound from Heaven.   

That sound was the arrival of the Spirit of God coming to live in men.   

II Corinthians 6:16 For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

That sound was God coming in Spirit form to make believers His own. 

Ephesians 1:13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

That sound was the Spirit coming to fulfill prophecy and advance the age-old plan of grace whereby God would save mankind. 

Acts 2:14 But Peter lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 16 This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

God chose as the sign of the arrival of the Holy Ghost a sound from heaven.  And if there is anything the church needs today it is to hear that sound again.  If there is a hope for us it is that sound from heaven.  The best thing that could happen to us is to hear that sound from heaven that would assure us the Holy Ghost is bearing down on us like a freight train.   The sign of the Spirits coming was a sound from heaven and we desperately need to hear that sound again.  

The Essential Sound
This sound, the Holy Ghost, is so essential that Jesus told the first believers, get in one place, and don’t leave until you hear from me.  You just stay put, as a matter of fact, don’t go outside until you hear the sound, until the Spirit gets there. 

Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. (That’s what that sound, the Spirit, is all about) RIFF
There needs to be a new imperative for the church. (to decide) We are not leaving until we hear that sound…  We are not doing anything until we hear that sound… We don’t move in any direction until He moves…  Why don’t we establish a new high water mark for church and just say it isn’t church until the Spirit moves?  Up till then it’s just a get together.  We will know we are having New Testament church when we start to hear that sound.  (When we know assuredly that the Holy has arrived.)

Hey, if it is a right commandment from Christ to the first believers I suspect it makes sense for us as well.   This is just good strategy.  Don’t move until you hear that sound from heaven.

Acts 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

Two things you need to note about this verse.

1. It was not wind that filled the house, it was the sound. 

2. It filled the house. 

Light can be confined to one room, or even a part of that room.  A closed door or a wall can block wind.  But sound travels.  It permeates every crevasse; it is pretty much impossible to ignore.  It is inescapable. Physicist claim that every sound ever made is still reverberating throughout the universe.  You cannot escape sound.  (If you don’t believe me let me send my five year old home with you.)  Anybody ever put a pillow over your head to try and drown out the noise of your spouse snoring?  If you don’t like what you see you can always turn your head, but a sound?  It fills every space.  That’s what we need, a sound from heaven that leaves no part of the church untouched.  We don’t need a tablet of stone we have to come to; we need a move of the Spirit that will chase us down.  It is borne out in the book of Acts that it was the sound from heaven that gave the gospel it’s explosive force because it could not be contained within the walls of the church.  We need a sound from heaven that will fill the house. 

We don’t need something going on that impacts the young people and leaves the senior saints snoozing. 

We don’t need something to erupt in children’s church while the college kids get more and more spiritually lethargic. 

We don’t need light in the choir while the usher team is in the dark. 

One segment of the church having revival while others are left out is not going to cut it.  

Mom and dad cannot be on fire while the kids are untouched.
We must have the sound from heaven that will fill the house. A sound that impacts everybody.  Some may not like it, some may get up and leave, but nobody will be able to deny it.   And that is the pre-eminent need of the church in this hour.  A sound that you can’t get away from, can’t deny, can’t shut it down or shout over it, can’t drown it out, or ignore it.  We need that sound from heaven, a Holy Ghost deluge that will fill this entire house. You know it is the real deal when it fills the whole space it comes into.   

Real Audio
And it is important we know the real deal, the real audio, the right sound.  Let’s not settle for a counterfeit.  Let’s not settle for anything less than the sound that rumbled and roared into the upper room in Jerusalem.  I want that same outpouring of Holy Ghost power in my life.  I want the real audio, the real deal.  Heed the warning of Christ.

John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Implicit in that commandment of Christ is the fact that some do not worship in the Spirit.  But they are probably convinced that they do.  Like Samson, the Judge over Israel they mistake their own effort for the Spirit of God. 

This is perhaps the most tragic story in the entire Bible.  Let me give you just the basics.  Samson had been chosen by Gods to be a liberator for God’s people.  There were key moments in the life of Samson when the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord would “come upon” him and in those moments he would possess a superhuman strength.  I will not go into a list of his exploits, suffice it to say that he was a terror to the oppressing Philistines and a hero to God’s people.   

The source of His strength was the Spirit that would come upon him.  Samson foolishly revealed his secret to Delilah who, while he was sleeping, shaved his head breaking his covenant with God and sent for his enemies.  This passage has haunted me for years.

Judges 16:20 And Delilah said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. 

I have read exhaustively every exploit of Samson, how he slaughtered thousands with the jawbone of a donkey, ripped city gates from their hinges, set fields ablaze, on and on he tormented the enemies of God.  On each occasion the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. (Judges 14:19)  What I have utterly failed to find is anywhere that Samson shook himself and caused his own strength to increase.  He never understood the source of His strength.  Some how he got the idea that it was something he was doing. As a matter of fact not only did he think he could shake himself this time and get the job done, he was convinced that is how it had happened before.  

He never shook himself.  It was always the spirit of God, never Samson. The curse of Pentecost is that we have learned to have church.  We know exactly how to sing what to sing what to say what inflection of voice to use.  We shake a lot, but there is not much of a sound.  There is a whole lot of shaking going on, but after all the shaking the heavens are pretty silent.  We get in a jam, things turn on us and we decide well, we will just shake ourselves like we used to.  But it has never been us.  Anything of note we ever did was borne of the Spirit of God.  Samson shook himself…

Judges 16:21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.

If, after all the religious shaking is over…

You are still blind and cannot see an answer, cannot see yourself, cannot see God’s purpose for you, cannot discern God.  You are still staggering blindly.
If you have a good religious shaking but about the time you hit the parking lot you realize your are still bound by all the junk that had you before you ever went to church.

You walk away from the religious experience but still find that you are grinding away fruitlessly, chained to futility, just grinding away hopelessly.
If that is your condition after the shaking I humbly suggest you still have not heard that sound.  And you need to get back to that place and stay there until you are endued with power from on high.  

Playing By Ear
There is an art we need to learn.  Something God instructed every church age to practice.  God ended each of the seven letters to the seven churches in the book or Revelation the same way.

Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;

Seven times this was the instruction to the churches.  It seems a little redundant, unless you have raised children.  “Listen to me.”  “Are you listening to me?”   “Can you hear me?”   Do you hear what I am saying?”   But I believe what God is trying to communicate is even deeper than that.  

When I was much younger I studied classical music at the National Conservatory of Argentina.  I spent countless hours seated at a piano, studying sheet music, learning the runs, the drills, and the scales.  Hour after hour.  I didn’t really know how to play, I just knew how to replicate what was on that sheet.  I grew to hate that piano, hate the teachers, and hate that room I spent so many hours in.  Until a wise teacher one day slipped a tape in my backpack, John Coltrane.  I knew from the first notes that whatever this man was playing was not coming off a page, it was coming from his soul.   I couldn’t wait to get back to the teacher.  I asked him how does a man play like that.  How is music like that composed.  I know all the notes and no note I know would cause that sound.   And he said “He is playing by ear.”  It is something he hears and replicates.  Doesn’t read it off a sheet.  He hears it from some other place and that is the sound he replicates.  

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;

Too many Christians are tied to the sheet music. 

They know all the rules.  

They can regurgitate the religious phraseology. 

They can replicate what every other Christian is doing, even if they don’t know why. 

They shake like they see everyone else shake.
But I believe God would have us learn to play by ear.  But for that to happen we have to hear a sound…  You cannot compose it.   You have to hear it.  

John 3: 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

II Corinthians 5:7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing

We are to walk by hearing, play be ear.  Playing by ear means we follow the Spirit.  We listen for the sound.  The only thing we replicate is what we hear from the Spirit.

*Check Ashtons HEARING!

Playing by ear would cause us to be more victorious.

  II Samuel 5:22 Once more the Philistines came up and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; 23 so David inquired of the LORD, and he answered, "Do not go straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them in front of the balsam trees. 24 When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move quickly, because that (sound) will mean the LORD has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army." 25 So David did as the LORD commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.

If you are playing by your little sheet music, your little plans, you might rush in ahead of God and get your brains beat out.  But if you start playing by ear… Just determine to hunker down until you hear God moving.  We are not moving until we hear him moving.  God knows you have enemies that need defeating.  He knows your back is against the wall and the whole host of hell is spread out before you. 

But He sent me here to tell you, just like he told David, get in position and then wait till you hear Him marching.   He told David, that sound in the tree tops is the sound of me going to battle before you.  And I come to tell this church, that sound from heaven, the outpouring of the Holy Ghost in your midst, is the sound of God going before you.  If you would start playing by ear instead of by your plans you might arrive on your battlefield to find the enemy already defeated.  Just stay put till you hear the sound…

You would not be so troubled by what you see.

After years of drought, when the whole land had dried up, shriveled up.  The plants had died.  The animals were dying.  There was not a cloud in the brassy sky.   The king had his head hanging, ready to die. But we walk by faith, not by what we see, and faith comes not by what we observe all around us, but by the sound we hear.  

I am preaching to people that are some discouraged by what you see.  You don’t see a way out.  You don’t see a solution.  You don’t see any answers.  You don’t see your way clear.  You need to start playing by ear.  You need to get in the upper room, in the grove of balsam trees, in the altar, and just tell God and the devil.  Since I don’t see an answer, I am just going to wait on that sound from heaven. 

Just when the grass could not look any drier.  Just when the heavens were at their emptiest.  Just when the last of the livestock was rooting in the dried mud at the bottom of the pond.  Just when famine was starting to strangle the land.   They had yet to see so much as a wisp of a cloud in the sky.  The prophet told the king…

II Kings 18:41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.

And I come to tell this church.  If you want life on the other side of this time you better get your eyes off your circumstance and start listening for that sound.  Get in an upper room, shut everything down, don’t attack, don’t retreat, don’t move until you hear the sound.  That is your strength, your hope, your salvation.  

(Supplemental)

Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3  Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 

Galations 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

Romans 8: 9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

I John 4: 13  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.

II Thessalonians 2: God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Ephesians 5: be filled with the Spirit;

II Corinthians 3: 17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

I Corinthians 6: ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

