Passion Part Three

Recap

· God loves passionate people: Jacob & Esau / Hot or Cold / Love with all your heart, mind, soul, & strength.

· Passion is something that glows in you all the time.

· Passion toward God and toward your purpose in life…and these two are joined together. 

· God expects us to be passionate because He is passionate. 

· Jesus came to start a fire…

What is the difference between passion and hype?  We have talked extensively the last two sessions and I have tried to give you an accurate portrayal of what passion looks like in a life. But what is the difference in true passion and excitement?  When are you passionate and when are you simply motivated?  We are reaching for something higher in our lives here. (RIFF)  We have been excited a million times, we have been motivated to an altar or to a commitment countless times.  The problem is that it is not many days until the emotion and feeling that led to the commitment die.  And unless someone elicits those same feelings in our heart it is hard for us to stay at that level of commitment.  
A noted church leader said that in order to keep a corporate vision, or a stated ministry vision alive in a church it has to be restated every 6 weeks.  That is true.  But when it comes to your life, your purpose that is shared by you and God, when it comes to your personal desire for greater intimacy with God, there may not be someone around all the time to keep the vision alive.  You need something beyond hype, beyond excitement, beyond motivation.   

What is it that sustains some people?  When there is no one around to slap them on the back and tell them they are doing a good job?  When no one gives them any accolades?  When they don’t seem to be getting any benefit.  What keeps an Apostle Paul traveling across Asia and Europe after being beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, destitute, and persecuted? 
Acts 19:21  After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome.

I Corinthians 9:16 I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!

 Not only does he keep going but it is with a drive and intensity that is almost incomprehensible.  There are some people that cannot even be faithful to church if someone does not come around and tell them how much they are appreciated and missed…  Yet there are people who have a tenacity and drive that is not tied to any motivation or hype.  It is something that burns deep in them and never goes out.

Last week I invited everyone that wanted God to light them up with desire for Him and with passion for their purpose in life to come and let me pray for them.  And I know what was in my heart, and I believe God heard me.  And there are some that even now feel that burning in their spirit.  Others never got past the parking lot.  One was motivated, excited, but for the other a passion was ignited that is not so easily quenched.  God whispered something into their heart that will burn and burn and burn.  

What is the difference?

· What takes a lad onto a battlefield armed with faith and a sling to go face to face with a giant while the hardened soldiers hid in rocks and caves?

· What sends a little lady every day to a crooked judge, pleading her case, only to have it thrown out again and again? (Luke 18)
· What is it that brings Mordecai every day to the king’s gate while Hamaan tries to kill him and destroy him?  When everyone else gives up he is still there holding to the pricipals he believes in.

· What keeps the apostle pushing, driving, to expand the reaches of the church while others are falling away and running home?

· What is it that took Christ to Calvary when He had no guarantee that any one would take that precious blood and apply it to their life?

What can elicit such passion that people would risk everything, endure anything, and go anywhere?  What ignites that kind of passion?  

· I know I cannot do it through preaching.  I can move people with reason, I can inspire people with oratory, I can inflame people with rhetoric.  But in the end nothing I say ultimately ignites that passion. 

· It cannot be accomplished through badgering, fear, bargaining.  All of these things were tried with backsliding Israel.  They would make momentary changes and commitments.  But it would not be long before they were back to their old tricks.

What is it that ignites passion?
The Effect Of Cause
After the feeding of the 5000 in John 6 Jesus left in the night for Caperneum without telling the multitude where He was going.  The next day they sought Him out.  

John 6:24 When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus.  25 And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?  26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.

This is a somewhat strange rebuke from the Master.  He condemned the reason that they sought Him out.  You followed me because I fed you.  You had a reason but it is suspect.  What happens when the fish and loaves run out?  What happens if you follow me and I don’t produce the way that you think I should.   They followed Him for a reason but apparently the reason was not good enough.

In I Samuel 17 David strolls to the edge of a battlefield where the giant, Goliath, was insulting the people of God.  

I Samuel 17: 25 And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel.  26  And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?  27  And the people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that killeth him. 29  And David said,  Is there not a cause?

· Saul had offered quite a reward if anyone would go kill Goliath.  David seemed a little incredulous at that the men would need a reason to go kill him.  He was insulting the covenant people of God.  “What” he said!  David is somewhat stunned that the army needed motivation, needed a reason, to go out and do what it should have been doing anyway.  Can I preach just a little bit up in here?

· Why do we need additional inspiration to do what were supposed to be doing anyway?

· Why does a church need a cheer-leader before they will worship when we are called to “show forth the praises of Him who called us out of darkness”?

· Why do we have to harangue people and offer all kinds of incentives for people to jump in and do the work of the kingdom we were called to do?

· If all you have is a reason before you can do anything you will not stick with it long.  There is an explanation as to why Christ took exception to their reason.  There is logic behind David’s incredulity.  Christ was chagrined that they had to have a reason to follow Him.  David was dumbfounded that the army needed an additional incentive, another reason to go and fight.  Here is the problem with a reason.  Oh ..it sounds good.   I have good reason why I come to church.  I have a good reason why I worship, I have good reason why I do….  Can I tell you the problem with a reason?  It never translates passion.  It will not last.

· If all you have is a reason someone will come along and offer you a better reason to not do what you’re doing. This is what happened to Judas, who in the beginning had a reason to follow Christ.  He got to manage the money. But then came Caiphas and offered him a better reason to betray Christ, 30 pieces of silver all his own.  You better have something more than a reason driving your actions or someone will come along with a better reason. 

· This is how come so many Christians miss so much church.  They have reasons to come to church, just better reasons come along to miss church. 

· I know a lot of people that have a long list of reasons why they follow Christ, why they do what they do.  I submit to you that you need more than a list of reasons.  The devil will trump every reason you have.

· You come cause your lonely and he will supply you companionship that is not invisible.

· You come to God because your sad and Satan will provide some degree of happiness from another source.

· Whatever your reason your enemy will try and top it.  You need more than a reason.

· He tried with Christ.  In the wilderness he appealed to his flesh.  He appealed to his pride.  He offered Him the kingdoms of the world.  But Christ could not be tempted. 

· Christ did come to identify with our flesh but it was not that reason that guided His life.

· Christ did come to show His power but that was not the reason that was driving Him.
· Christ did come to eventually put every kingdom under His feet but it was not that reason that motivated Him.
It was something altogether different from any list of reasons.  You want to know what propelled Him, what drove Him.  He knelt in the Garden and looked at the morrow when He would be nailed to a cross and prayed and made this declaration in John 12:27 “for this cause came I unto this hour”!

David looked around in incredulity and said “What?  You have to have a reason to go fight this guy?  Is there not a cause?”
What ignites passion?   A CAUSE!  I can give you all the reasons in the world you should be passionate toward God, that you should pray, that you should worship, that you should witness of the power of the Gospel.  But until it becomes a cause you will not get passionate about it.

I come in here every Sunday throwing out little reasons why you should worship.  God has been good to you, He has blessed you, He has covered you with His mercy, He kept your family safe, He fed you,…Etc. Etc. Etc. All of the things are true.  But as long as our worship is borne out of reason it will not be passionate.  As long as it is a reason other reasons to not worship passionately may seem just as valid.  But if it ever becomes a cause…  If you ever cross the line where worship is not something you do,  but a worshipper is something you are…  

I John 9: 31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.

If it ever becomes your quest, your cause, to lift up Christ…   Everything about your worship will change.

God has called some of you and prayer is not something your supposed to do, but an intercessor is something your supposed to be…it should be a cause.

Every sermon you have ever heard is a reason, or several reasons as to why you should or should not do something.  You have reasons running out of your little cranium.  At some point a cause needs to be birthed in you!

Paul- Rich, poor, cold, wet, beaten, bruised, lied about, persecuted, imprisoned, none of it matters because his life is driven by a cause.

David- Saul gives him a long list of reasons why he should not go fight Goliath, but David replies, this is not about reasons, it is about a cause.

Christ- Will go to a cross with no guarantee anyone will ever care because he was driven by a cause.

